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efficient, and durable coop.
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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that we, WiLLiaMm CARR and
ALFRED EVANS, both residents of Sedan, in

the county of Chautauqua and State of Kan-
sas, have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in IFolding Coops; and we do here--

by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
T'his invention relates to folding coops.
The object is to produce a coop which may
be folded to occupy but a small space, so as to
facilitate its being packed in a compact man-

ner when it is desired to transport a number
of them from one point to another by rail, so
~as to reduce the cost of shipping them from

the place where the fowls are sold back to the
producer; furthermore, to produce a cheap,
To attain the desired objects the invention
consists of the folding coop hereinafter de-
scribed, 1llustrated in the drawings, and spe-
cifically claimed.
proved coop, showing the same ready for use.
I'ig. 2 is a similar view showing the coop ready

~ the coop spread apart previous to being se-
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- used to hinge the top to the ends.
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cured together, as illustrated in Fig. 1. Fig.
4 1s a detail perspective view of the partition
for dividing the coop into compartments, and
Kig. 5 18 a detail view of one of the hinges
FFigs. 6 and
7 represent detail views, on an enlarged secale,
of portions of the coop. _

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
bottom of the coop; B, the ends, which are
hinged to the bottom; C C’, the top, which is
made in two parts; D,thesides,whichare also
hinged to the bottom, and E the partition. for
dividing the coop into compartments.

In order to facilitate a clearer understand-
ingof theinvention, we will describe the differ-
ent parts separately and under their respect-
ive heads, and afterward deseribe the opera-
tion of securing the parts together to form a
complete and operative device.

1The bottom A maybe made of any suitable

material-—such as tin or galvanized iron; but
torcheapness and lightness wood is preferred.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of our im-

to the floor.

Each side of the bottom is beveled, as shown
at a, as 18 also the bottom of the sides D, as
shown at , so that when the said sides are
folded up in the position shown in Fig. 1 a
tight joint will be presented, thus preventing
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any of the refuse in the coop from falling out

and fouling the car-floor while the filled coops
are being shipped from one point to another.

ri

‘ne ends B may be made solid, as shown,
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or of metallic netting, and are hinged on their

inner sides to the bottom by means of suitable
hinges 0, the object for having them in that
position being to allow the ends to be folded
down when the coop is folded up.

The top, as before stated,is made of two
pieces C and C’, which are hinged to the ends
by hinges G, constructed of two flat pieces of

metal g ¢, secured together by a rivet g2 As
will be seen, the hinges are secured to the

edges 0’ of the ends and to the inner faces of
the pieces ¢, which, in conjunction with the
pieces ¢/, form the frame of the top. "The ob-

Ject for having the hingessecured in this man-

ner 18 that when the top is folded over and
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rests upon the partition K, the pieces ¢’ will

be flush with the outer side of the end, thus

presenting a neat and finished appearance.

A further object in having this peculiar kind
of hinge is that the top maybe moved in two
directions—thatnecessary forallowing it to be
put together for shipment, as shown in Fig. 1,
and that necessary for allowing it to be folded
up, as shown in Fig. 2.

The sides D are constructed of a frame con-
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sisting of two end pieces d’, the top and bot-

tom pieces d*, and a central piece d®.
open spaces * left on each side of the central
piece are to be covered with any suitable ma-
terial, but preferably with metallic netting.

Upon the said central piece is secured two

The two

Q0

cleats d’, which form ways in which the par-

tition fits when the deviceisintact, and which
will be described further on. |

The partition K, for dividing the coop into
compartments, moves in two guides e, secured
In the center division ¢’ of the
frame is secured a block I, on each end of
which is pivoted a cleat £, The ends of the

block form shoulders, which are designed to
pass through an opening ' in the floor when
the coop is folded up, so as to bring the cleats
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1 abovetheplane of thesidesand top, as shown
in Kig. 2, thereby allowing them to be turned
and hold the coop 1n 1ts folded position.
- Having now fully described the different
parts of our device, we will proceed to explain
the manner in which it is operated.

By referring to Fig. 2 it will be seen that

the partition is lying flat upon the bottom and

the top on the partition, the parts being held
1n that position by means of the cleat 7, be-
fore referred to. The sides are folded under
the bottom and are held by a simi
on block F. Now,should it be desired toput
the coop 1n condition for the reception of the
fowls to be shipped, it will only be necessary
to turn both of the cleats and thus release the
sides, end, and top of the coop. ~ When these
parts are to spread apart, as shown in Fig. 3,
the partition 1s raised to a perpendicular po-
sition and the sections forming the top brought
over and allowed to rest upon it, and are se-

cured 1n that position by means of hooks G~

The sides are then raised and are secured to
the ends by means of hooks H on the ends,
which engage ser ew-eyes m on the said 51{3165
The partltlorl is held in position by means of
the guides on the sides before referred to.

,After the coop has been emptied it is folded

In the manner shown in Kig. 2, which, as will
be seen, will occupy only about one-third of
the space that it does when opened.

It will readily be seen from the foregoing
description that although this device 1s ex-
ceedingly simple of construction it will be
found highly efficient and durable in use, and
may be constructed at but a slight expense.

1lar cleat f

405,531

Having thus fully described our invention,

what we clmm as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is—

1. A coop having a bottom provided with an
opening, sides hinged to said bottom, ends and
top hinged together, a partition carrying a
block having shoulders which extend through
the opening in the floor, and cleats pivoted to
the ends of the shoulders to retain the coop
when folded, substantially as deseribed.

2. A foldlnﬂ coop consisting of a bottom,
sides, ends, .a,nd top, a par tition on said bot-
tom, cleats on the sides in which said parti-
tion. 1ts, and a block carried by said partition
having cleats for fastening the coop in folded
position, supstantially in the manner . de-
Scribed. | |

3. In a folding coop, the combination of the
bottom, sides, Llldb and top, the bottom hav-
ing an opening ther ein, the partition on said
I')ottom the guides on the bottom for said par-
tition, and the block in the partition extend-
ing through the bottom and having cleats for
securing the coop when folded, substantially
1n the manner described.

In testimony that we claim the foreg going as
our own we have hereunto atfixed our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM CARR.
ALFRED EVANS.

Witnesses:
JOHN LLOYD,
R. II. BRADLEY.
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