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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CHARLES . STAHL
and JOEN W. BOUTON, citizens of the United
States, residing at Br 1dﬂeport in the county of

I‘mrﬁeld and State of Connecticut, have in-

vented certain newand useful Improvuments
in Corset-Clasps; and we do hereby declare the
tollowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the 1nvent10n such as will enable oth-
ersskilled in the art to which it apper taing to
make and use the same.

Our invention relates to corset-clasps, and

has for its object to improve upon the con-

struction of the eye by which one part of the
corset 1s secured to the other.

With these endsin view our invention con-
sists 1n the details of construction  and com-
bination of elements, such as will be here-
inafter fully set forth, and then specifically
designated by the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, IFigare 1 is

a front view of a short section of a buSL_ Pro-
vided with our improved clasp; Fig. 2, a de-
tail of the eve,and Fig. 3 an end elevation of
the same.

Similar letters denote like parts in ‘the sev-
eral figures. -
Prior to our Invention corset-clasp eves
have been made with an enlarged opening
terminating in a slot, said opening and slot
having spring-actuated sides cut out from the

metal of the eye,the headed pin being forced

within the slot to secure the two seetmns of
the busk. While thisconstructionisof course

practicable, the fact remains that the sidesof

the slot do not yield to any appreciable de-
gree to facilitate the introduction of the
headed pin, since said sides are rigid with the
body of the eye and form the closed end of
the opening of said eye.

Our invention contemplates the ready yleld-
ing of the sides of the eye-opening when the
headed pin is introduced, and, furthermore,
the automatic locking of said pin and there-
leasing of all strain on said sides.

A A’ are the busk- -sections, and B the

'head_ed pin, secured to the section A.

C 18 the eye,having an enlarged opening D,
which leads forward into a small recess E.
The sides of the opening D are the spring-
fingers I, which latter are formed by shear-

.

‘ing out the stock of the eye,leaving the base
sald fingers integral with the

or rear end of
body of the eye, while the fingers themselves
are bent and forced above the plane of the
eye, So as to render the spring action of said
fingers perfectly free without cutting out the
Stock of the eye around the outer ednes of the
sald fingers. These fingers, near theu for-
ward.ends, are converwed so as to afford a
channel I narrower than the diameter of the
shank of the pin &, and the extremities of
sald fingers are diverged in front of the re-

cess . Theheaded pin (xisextended through -

the opening D and then forced through the
channel [ between the fingers ¥ within the re-
cess B. The fingers spring back to normal
condi tionjimmediately after the pin has passed

into the recess, and their diverging extremi-

ties present stop-shoulders which effectually
prevent the pin from accidentally slipping
b&ek within the opening D.

We claim—

1. In a 001set«~elasp the combination, with

{ a headed pin secured to one section of the

busk, of the eye having an enlarged opening
tel‘mina,ting m a diminished recess and a
pair of spring-fingerssheared and raised from
the stock of said eye and forming the sides of
said opening,said fingers being mtem&l with
the eye at the rear mld hzwuw theu forward
ends converged and diverged? substantially
as set forth.

2. In a corset-clasp eve, the spring-arms
sheared and raised therefrom and integral at
their rear with the stock of the eye, and hav-
ing their forward ends converged to form a
channel narrower than the diameter of the
pin and then diverged, an opening D being
formed in the eye and coinciding with the in-
ner edges of said arms, said opening termi-
nating in a diminished recess K immediately
beyond the said channel, substantially as
shown, and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

CITARLES H. STAHL.
JOHN W. BOUTON.

- Witnesses:
F. W. SmitH, Jr.,
S, S, WILLIAMSON.
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