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To all whomv it may concer:
Be it known that I, SHEPARD W. C‘ATELY, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Cort-

land, 1 the county of Cortland and State of
New York, have invented certaln new and
useful Improvements in Buggy-Top Adjust-
ments; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
mvention, such as will enable others skilled 1n
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the samé, reference being had to the acompa-
nying drawings,which form part of this speci-
fication.

My invention relates to a device for raising
and lowering the tops of buggiles, and 18 an
improvement on Patent No. 332,293, granted
to me May 3, 1838, and has for its object to
provide a lever with a detent and spring at-
tached to the fixtures of the top in such a
manner as to enable the occupant of the buggy
to quickly and easily lower or raise the top
to its full limit or to any desired point of ad-
justment without touching the braces, and
without subjecting 1t to the danger of break-

age from a heavy throw in sither direction

and to hold the top from bounding up and
down while passing over rough places; and 1t
consists of the construction hereinafter de-
seribed, and more particularly pointed out in
the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
pelspeetwe view of a top cmd seat with my
improvementapplied thereto. Iig.2i1san en-
larged detail perspective view %howmg the
operating lever and detent in position when
the top 1s raised. FIig. 3 is an enlarged de-
tall view showing my spring attaclhiment ap-

plied to the shaft and seat-rail with the oper-

ating lever and detent in position when the
top is lowered. Fig.41s a top view of the op-
erating lever and detent, showing their frie-

tional contact by whieh the one is held upon

the-other. |

ILike letters of reference represent corre-
sponding parts in each figure of the drawings.

A represents the or dmmy carriage 01"buggy
seat having a seat-rail ¢ mounted on top of
its ends and rear side, and I3 the usual bows
or top supports attached in front to the seat-
rails with the long folding braces b, secured
in the rear to an adjusting-rod. |

justable backs .
its ends are formed square for the purpose of 75

The back of the seat Ais provided with ver-
tical standards C, having a rod ¢ secured
within their upper endb e:».‘rendmﬂ the length
of the seat.
the upper ends of the outer standards C there
are forwardly-extending braces D, which are

secured to the sides of the seat W1thm the

arm seat-rails.
Upon the rods ¢ there arecentrally pivoted 0o

two independent backs d, so constructed that

they will readily adjust themselves to the po-

sition of the back.of the occupant of the seat
desired and eachrevolving independentot the

other,and they may be pltehed atdifferent an- 65

oles :-zL‘r the same time to suit the eonvemenee

of each occupant.
Just in front of the back of the seat A the

arm portion of the seat-rail a is re-enforced

or enlarged at e, in which there are openings 7o

formmﬂ* bearmﬂs to hold & journal or rod K,
that extends beyond the seat and from one
side to the other under the edges of the ad-
Portions of this rod E near

rigidly attaching the lower end of the long
folding braces b thereto, and also for holdmo
a he&vy coiled sprmn*I‘thereon Thisspring
is for the purpose of preventing injury to the

top by suddenly throwing it backward and So
~down, by causing

a ﬂentle torsion of the coil
as the top 1S mov@d backward, and also 1n
aiding an upward movement when 1t 1s de-
sired to raise the top. The outer end of the

spring is formed into a square f, just fitted to 35

slide on the square portion of the rod K and
to be held thereby, while the enlarged coﬂed
portion passes on over the round outer SEC-
tion of the rod. The inner end of the coil 18

formed into a forwardly-projecting hook G, go

which passes under the end sections of 1]116

‘seat-rail, and is held in that position by the

con stant torsion of the spring.
The journal or rod EH, extending from omne

side of the top to the other, is provided with g5

an adjusting lever-arm H, one end of which
is made to slide over and upon the rod, and
is secured thereto by a pin or set-screw /1, im-
mediately on the inner side of the re- _enforced

arm portion e of the seat-rail, while the other 100

end extends to near the fr 01113 of the seat-rail

| and is slightly bent upward to. enable the

From the ends of 13111% rod and 55
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hand to readily grasp it in operating the top.
The lever-arm II being adjustable upon the
rod K, can be 1)14(30{1 at any desired angle
most C{)I.].Y(}lll{}llt to be grasped by the o¢ecu-
pant when the top is up, and it being rigidly
secured to the rod by the set-screw, 1}}18 long
]unﬂed braces b on each side of the top are

hoth operated at the same time by the single

lever.

On the outer side of tho lever-arm II at a
suitable distance from the adjusting-rod IZ
there is closely pivoted a detent I, that ex-
tends forward upon the side of the lever-arm.
The central portion of the detent is howed
outward,while its forward end and innerside

15 on a line with the pivot and side of the le-

ver and forms frictional contact therewith
holding it in place against the lever when it
18 not required for use. The forward end <
of this detent is bent outward at right angles
to the lever, and is so constructed that when
released from its frictional contact with the
lever it falls and rests upon the arm portion
of the seat-rail a, and is adapted to fit into a
series of notehes.J thereon and to be adjusted
in the said notches forward and backward as
the top 1s raised or lowered for the purpose of
holding the top, and for coacting with the
t"f)ll-%])l]l]“ I¥ on the outer portlon of the ad-
justing-rod, which has a constant tendeney to
throw the 10p forward to keep the top from
bounding up and down when the vehicleis rap-
1dly passing over rough places. When it is
desired to fully raise the top, the detent is
lifted out of the notches and at the same time
the lever is grasped and the two brought into
frictional contact with each other, when they
arc together pressed forward until the top as-
sumes its elevated position, and the lever and
detent rest by the side of the arm portion of
the seat-rail. |

It 18 evident that the use of the spring If
may be dispensed with when only the fune-
tions of the lever I and detent I are desired

1

405,303

in adjusting the top and securely holding it

down to prevent it from bounding and dain-
age in passing over rough places in the road,
111011 oh I preferthe fwtectdb ing coaction of Llw
spring in exerting a eousmnt forward tend-
ency of the top in combination with the lever.

Having fully described myinvention,what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, 18—

. The combination, with a rod extending
from one side of the seat to the other, of a le-
ver-arm secured thereto, one end of a detent
pivoted to the outer side of the lever, and the
other end held against the lever by frictional
contact and adapted tobeturnedinto notehes
011 the seat-rail, as set forth.

The combination, with a rod holding the
11111&0(1 braces of a 10p having a léver se-
mn*ed thereto, with one end of a detent piv-
oted to the side of the lever and the other
end resting on the seat-rail,of aspring on the

rod with 0]‘[6 end locked undu* the SG‘LL—~1“’L1].

having an upward traction, as and for the
pm pose set forth.

The combination, with a rod extending
frmn one side of the Sem to the other, ]mvmw
a lever adjustably secured thereto®on the in-
ner side of the seat-rail, said lever havingone
end of a detent pivoted to 1ts side and the
other end bent outward and held to the lever
by frictional contact and adapted to be turned
into notehes on the seat-rail, of a coil-spring
having its outer end secured on the square
portion of the rod on the outer side of the
rail, and its inner end 10phed under the rail

in front of the rod, said spring having an up-

ward traction on the top, as set fort h.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

SITEPARD W. CATELY.

Wi tnesses:
WM. CORCORAN,
I.. 1. HOLLENBECK,
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