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Lo all wnom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, CHARLES SMITH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Rogers,
in the county of Benton and Sta,te of Arkan-
sas, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Snaps or Safety Hooks for Harness,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a snap -hook or
safety-hook for harness, &c.; and it consists
in a certain novel construction and combina-
tion of devices, fully described hereinafter
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, and spéecifically pointed out 1n the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings, Flﬂ*me 1 is a perspective

view of the hookw 1th a ring engaged thereln.
Fig. 2 is a similar view showmﬂ the manner
of enwagmf}' the ring therewith.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A des-
ignates the hook, having the shank « and
hooked portion @', the said parts being con-
nected by the offset a°, which projects over
the mouth of the hooked portion, in order to
bring the shank in line with the center of the
hooked portion.

B designates a yoke, which 1is pivoted to
the hook ;.a,nd it consists of the loop b and
the curved closing-arm b’. Theloopisslightly
larger than the hooked portion ¢’ and passes
under the latter, and the upwardly-extending
sides a® a* of the loop are pivoted, respect-

~ively, to the rear side of the hooked portion
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and the free end thereof, whereby the lower
end of the loop may be swung out of align-
ment with the said hooked portion, asshownin
Fig. 2. The side a* of theloop (which is piv-
oted to the free end of the hooked portion) is
extended to form the above-mentioned clos-
ing-arm b’, the upper curved end of which fits
undel and bears against the offset or shoul-

~der a®, thereby eompletely closing the mouth
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of the hooked portion ¢/, When the lower
end of the loop is swung laterally, the tree
end of the closing arm is swung out of align-

ment with the shank of the hook to .enable

the ring C to be engaged with the hook.
The back @ of the hook is provided just
below the offset or shoulder ¢* with the lat-
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| eral ears or projections D D, over which the

free end of the closing-arm moves when the
latter is swung 1aterally and therefore, in or-
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der to swing the free end of the elosmﬂ'-a""m |

clear of the said ears or projections,the 1a,tter

must be inclined slightly downw&rd, as shown

in Fig. 2.
The audvant‘we in this construction is that

the ring cannot be detached when the yoke
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is only shnhtly displaced by accident or other-

wise, but the voke must be turned through
more than a quarter-l evolution.
Having thus descmbed the invention, I

claim—
1.- The combination, with a hook proper, of

a swinging loop B, having its two arms piv-

oted, r espectwelv, to the back and to the free

end of said hook on aligned pivots at right
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angles to the length of the hook, one of said

arms being provlded with an extension b,
adapted to close the mouth of the hook When
in operative. position, Substantmlly as de-
scribed. |

2. The eombmatlon with a hook having a
curved offset «? extendmg partially over 1ts
mouth, of the loop having its arms pivoted,
1espectwely, to the back &nd free end of the
hook, and a closing-arm formed by an exten-
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sion of one arm of the Ioop and provided

with a curved free end to fit beneath the ofi-

set or shoulder a¢?, substantially as specified.
3. The combination, with a hook having its

back ¢’ provided with the lateral ears or ex-

tensions D D, of the loop embracing the hook -

and having its arms pivoted, respectwely, to
the back cmd free end of the hook, and the
closing-arm connected toone arm of the loop
and travelmﬂ‘ at its free curved end over the
said ears or extensmnb D D, substantially as
and for the purpose c;peelﬁed

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my Cqtﬂ-nature in
presence of {wo witnesses.

CHARLES SMITH.

Witnnesses:
THOMAS Mcl)ow
J. C. PENNINGTON_
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