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To all whom it mag J CONCETrTL:

Be it known that I, Lucy J. JAM: _rS_., of Po-
mona, in the county of T.os Angeles and State
of Ca,lifornia, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Corsets, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, elear, and exact description.

My invention relates to an improvement in
corsets, and has forits object to provide a cor-
set having combined therewith a shoulder-

brace, skirt-supporter, and breast-forms; and
a turther object of the invention i1s toprovide |

a corset which may be worn as an ordinary
corset, or a skeleton corset for invalids’ use,

and wherein all or any of the attachments

may be dispensed with or employed, as de-
sired, and wherein, also, the attachments may
be conveniently and expeditiously applied or
detached.

The i1nvention consists 1n the novel con-
struction and combination of the several parts,
as will be hereinafter fully set forth, and
pointed out in theclaims.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings,forming a part of this specification,
1n which similar figures ot reference indicate
corresponding par ts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the corset
having all the attachmenfs applied.

- 1llustrates the skeleton corset, produced by

20

35

40

45

50O

removing the sides of the corset illustrated in
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detall view of a breast-
imm and shouldel-stmp

In carrying out the invention the corset
proper consists of two back-stays 10 and 11,
spaced a slight distance and united by tra‘ns-
verse tapes 12, which tapes are securely fast-
ened to the stays. The side pleces 13 and
14, adapted for attachment to the outer lon-
gitudinal edges of the stays, may be made 1n
any approved manner, and the said side pieces
are adapted to be united in front, as 1s usual
in all corsets, by well-known forms of clasp.

In the contiguous edges of the side pieces
and back-stays a series of eyelets are pro-
duced, and the said edges are united by a
string 15, laced through the said eyelets and
tied atthe bottom in a bow-knot, asillustrated
in Kig. 1.
~ In the upper edge of the back-stays, which
is preferably finished upon a bias, the down-
ward inclination being in direction of the

Fig. 2-

(Nu- model.)

sides of the corset, a series of eyelets 10 are
introduced, and upon the outer surface of said
stays, below the center, a hook-spring 17 is
secured, adapted for attachment to the waist-
band of a skirt, bustle, &c.
are firmly attached to the outer longitudinal
edge of the back-stays, the outer ends of which
ta,pes 20 are pelmanently secured to waist-
band-sections 20*, one of said sections being
provided with a ‘buckle or equivalent fast.
ening device. Near the upper end of the
back-stays, at the outer side, a short elastic
tape 21 is fastened, carrying a buckle or simi-
lar device.
a curved strip 22, of suitable fabrie, prefera-
bly wider-at one end than at the other, and
provided with a pad 23 nearthe narrower end
upon that portion of the upper edge adapted
for contact with the armpit of the wearer.
In the wider end, which is cut upon the same
bias as the upper extremity of the back-stays,
a series of eyelets 24 are produced, and a tape
25, preferably elastic, is secured to the nar-
rower end, as best shown in Fig. 2.

In order to providea shoulder-brace for the
corsetls, the bias extremities of the shoulder-
straps and back- -stays are brought together
and united by lacing a cord 206 thlouﬂ'h the
eyelets In the opposing edges, and the narrow
end of the shoulder-straps is then carried to
the rear and the attached tape passed through
the buckle of the outer back-stay tape 21, as
1llustrated in Figs. 1 and 2.

In the front edge of the shoulder-straps, at
the lower front or breast curve «, a series of
longitudinally - arranged eyelets 206* are se-
cured, and at this point the breast forms or
pads 27 are attached.

The breast forms or pads may be constructed
of any desired material and in any approved
manner, being, however, concavo-convex in
cross-section. The edge of the breast forms
or pads adapted to approach the convex eye-

Elastic tapes 20
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leted edge a of the shoulder-straps 18 pro- 9s

vided with a concave recess or cul 23 and eye-
lets 29, adgacent to said concave edge. as best
shown in Fig. 3. The pads are aftached to

the shoulder-str aps by lacing a cord 30 through

the eyelets 26* and 29.

The inner edge of one breast form or pad
is provided with eyes 31, and to the contigu-
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ous edge of theother form celastic tapes 52 are
secured, carrying a hook 33, adapted for en-
cagement with the said eyes 31, as illustrated
in Fig. 1. When a corset is to be worn by a
person unable to wear the ordinary form of
corset, either by reason of weakness, sickness,
or because they have been unaccustomed to
the restraint of such a garment, the sides are
unlaced from the baclk-stays, and the breast-
forms may either be removed or permitted to
remain, agdesired. Thisstyleof corset, which
Idenominatea “skeleton form,” isillustrated
in Iig. 2. In this form of corset i1t will beob-
served that the back is braced, and likewise
the shoulders, and that the body at the waist
is girdled by the waistband, the sides and up-
per portion of the body being left free and
unincumbered. When the full combination
is used, or thebody of thecorsetalone isworn,
the waistband is carried forward outside of
the body, as shown in Fig. 1. In every in-
stance the skirt-supporter remains attached
to the back-stays for use, if desired. Dy lac-

ing the breast-forms to the shoulder-straps
and uniting them in front, as shown, they au-
tomatically adjust themselves to the figure
and remain in proper position even when a

405,037

loose outer garment is worn, such as a wrap-
per. . ,

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by L.etters
Patent— .

1. A corset comprising the back-stays 10
and 11, connected together, the shoulder-
straps 22, provided with the elastic tape 25 at
one end and detachably secured to the back-
stays, the breast forms or pads detachably se-
cured to the shoulder-straps, and the waist-
band 20%, provided with elastic tapes 20, se-
cured to the back-stays, substantially as here-
in shown and described.

2. The herein-described corset, consisting
of the back-stays 10 and 11, connected to-
octher, the side pieces 13 and 14, detachably
secured to the back-stays, the shoulder-straps
22, detachably secured to the upper ends of
the said stays, the detachably-connected
breast forms or pads 27, detachably secured
to the shoulder-straps, and the waistband 207,
secured to the back-stays, as specified.
LUCY J. JAMES.

Witnesses:
JAMES FULTON,
CORA BUJA.
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