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1o all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN W. BLACKLEDGE,
a citizen of the United Statés, residing. at
Indianapolis, in the county of Marion and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Show-Cases, of
which the following is a specification.

My said invention consists in various im-
provements in the construction and arrange-
ment of parts of a show-case, whereby a case
13 produced which is especially adapted for
use in exhibiting small wares—such as gro-
cery samples,small dry and fancy goods, &c.—
In & manner convenient to view, easy of ac-
cess, and at the same time secure from dust
and dirt, wherein different goods are con-
tained in separate compartments without the

use of other receptacles, and each compart-

ment may be opened without disturbing the
others, all as will be hereinafter more fully
deseribed and claimed. _

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are made a part hereof, and on which
similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a show-

case embodying said invention; Fig. 2 a ver-
tical section through the same on the dotted

line 2 2 in Fig. 3; Fig. 3,a cross-section on the
dotted lines 3 3 in Fig. 2, and Fig. 4, a detail
view similar to a portion of Fig. 2, illustrat-
ing a modified form of one of the parts.

In said drawings, the portion marked A rep-
resents the frame of the case; B, the drawers
or compartments, and C the locking device.

The frame A consists of a rectangular top
and bottom connected by four posts, one
being situated midway between the corners
of each side. It is formed of the size desired
and preferably provided with casters or
trucks a on its bottom. :

The drawers B are formed of a size to fit

into the corners of the frame between the
vertical posts, and are formed with two sides
exposed to view when in position,whichsides
are preferably formed of glass b, as indicated
1n the drawings, :
drawers, which rests against one of the posts
of the frame, is formed with an enlarged por-
tion, in which a vertical hole is provided, and
through which a pivot-rod B’isextended from
the top to the bottom of the case.

One corner of each of said

Between

the bottom of each drawer and the top of the.
next one below it is interposed a washer b/,
‘which serves tosupport the drawers free from
one another and receive the wear consequent,

from the swinging of them in and out. These

pivots are preferably arranged on opposite

sides of the frame, the pivot of one tier of
drawers being in the corner adjacent to the
corner in which is the pivot of the other tier
on the same side of the frame, as indicated
in the drawings.
that two tiers of drawers close against oppo-
site sides of the same post, where they are
secured by a spring-catch 6. On the inside
corner of each drawer is secured an eye b’
which projects out therefrom toward the cen-
ter of the device.

Instead of forming the corners of the draw-
ers in which the pivot-rod is mounted en-
larged, a metal bracket may be inserted, pro-
vided with suitable bearings in its top and
pottom portions, as indicated in Fig. 4. In
sald figure said bracket is shown upon the in-
side of the drawer; but, as will be readily un-
derstood, it might be placed on the outside,
if preferred, without altering the construec-
tion. |
The locking device C consists of a post piv-

oted centrally in the top and bottom of said

frame, and having a hook ¢ secured in each

They are thus arranged so
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side thereof at intervals throughoutits length _

| in such a position that one will engage with
each eye b°on the corner of the drawers when -

turned to the proper position, as indicated
mmost plainly in Fig. 3. To the top of said
post is- secured a lever C’, extending out to
the edge of the device in a position conven-
ient to be reached, where a lock of any suit-
able construction is provided to secure it in
locked position. The bottom of said post C
18 extended through the bottom of the frame
to form a journal or pivot ¢’, which engages
with a suitable bearing provided inthe coun-

‘ter or table on which the device is to be

mounted, thus permitting it to be revolved
when in use. |
The use of my said invention is as follows:
The several tiers of drawers being arranged
in the frame upon the pivot-rods B’, as de-
scribed, the goods to be exhibited are placed
therein in such quantities as may be desired
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and the drawers swung into place,where they
are held and kept closed by means of the
catches b%, as before described. Through the
olass sides of said drawers the goods are ex-
posed to view, and when it is desired to have
access to any drawer in the case the catch
thereof is released and the drawer swung out,
as indicated in Fig. 1, which is done without
disturbing any of the other drawers. When
it is desired that the case shall be locked, the
lever ¢/ is swung to the position shown in
Fig. 1, which engages the several catches ¢
upon the rod C with the eyes b° on each drawer
and locks them all with one operation, the
. lever being secured in this position by means
of any convenient form of lock, as indicated
in said Fig. 1.

Having thus fully deseribed my said inven-
tion,what I claim asnew, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 15—

1. In a show-case, the combination of the
frame A, having the vertical post arranged

405,003

midway of each side thereof, the tiers of draw-
ers severally arranged in the corners of sald
frame, the pivot-rods B’, extending through
one corner of each of said tiers, and the means,
substantially as described, for securing said
drawers in position.

2. In a show-case, the combination of the
frame A, the tiers of drawers B, pivoted there-
in, each drawer being provided with an eye on
its inner corner, the rod C, pivoted centrally
in said frame and provided with a catch ar-
ranged to engage with each of said eyes, a

lever on the top of said rod, and a lock for

securing said lever in position, substantially
as set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this
1st day of February, A. D. 1839.

JOHN W. BLACKLEDGE. |[1L.8.]

Witnesses: |

E. W. BRADFORD,
C. W. II. BROWN.
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