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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ERNEST OLDENBUSCH,
of New York, in the eounty and State of New
York, have mvented a certain new and use-

s ful Imp1 ovement in Frames for Pocket-IBooks
and Similar Articles, of Whleh the following
18 a specification.

My improvement 1ela,tes to the clasps for
locking the hinged jaws of a frame for
'*poeket-bookb and similar articles.

I will describe in detail a frame embodying
my improvement, and then point out the novel
features in claims.

In the accompanying drawings, I‘lﬂ ure 1 is
a perspective view of the hinged jaws of a
pocket-book frame, showing a clasp embody-
INg My improv ement seculed thereon. Fig.
2 1s a plan or top view of a portion of one of
the jaws and showing the said improvement.
FFig.- 3 1s an 1n81de view of the same, one
of the parts being removed. Fig. 4 is a view
similar to Fig. 3, but showing a mochﬁeatwn
Figs. 5 and 6 are front and rear views of a
certain locking-piece employed. Fig. 7 is a
detail view of a casing. Figs. 2,3,4,5, 6, and
7 areon alarger scale than Fig. 1;and Figs. 2,
3, and 4 show certain parts broken away in
order to save space.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
Sl’)ondm parts in all the figures.

A B deswnate the jaws of the frame.
Thesé jaws are bent mear their ends and
hinged together at « in the usual manner.
These jaws may be stamped up out of sheet
metal. The jaw A is provided about midw ay
In its length with an enlarged portion ¢’, by
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which an internal recess «? is formed. A |

portion of the metal forming the inner side

wall of the said recess is cut away, as at a?,
10
beveled, as ata*. (See Fig. 2.) One of these
beveled edges—in this instance the one at the
left of Fig. 2—is adapted to act as a wedge, for
purposes hereinafter to be described. .

C designates alocking-piece. This locking-
plece comprises a bar-like portion ¢ and a
catch portion ¢’. Between the <bar-like por-
tion ¢ and the catch-like portion ¢’ is a neck
portion ¢®. Upon the inner face of the catch

5o portion ¢’ is a lip ¢, which is struck out from
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and the end edges of said recess are shown as

| the face of the catch portion. The locking-

piece may be struck up from a piece of sheet
metal and bent or otherwise shaped in any
suitable manner. When arranged upon the

Jaw, the bar ¢ of the IOGkIHﬂ-pleCe 18 within 53

the recess a® while the neck ¢* extends
through the opening a° in such manner that
the catch portion will be outside the jaw.

In the example of my improvement shown
in Figs. 1, 2,and 3, D designates a coil-spring. 6o
This coil-spring is arranged in the recess a?
and abuts at one end against one of the ends
of the bar-like portion ¢ of the locking-piece.

J designates a casing. Thiscasing may be
struck up from a single piece of sheet metal, 65
and comprises a bar-like portion d, lugs d’,
extending from one of the sides thereof lugs
d?, extendmo' from both sides thereof and
shown as opposite each other, and turned or
bent down end portions d’, which portions are 70
bent at approximately right angles to the
length of the bar-like portion d. Thiscasing
incloses the bar-like portion ¢ of the locking:-
piece and the coil-spring'D. When in posi-
tion, the turned-down end portions d? of the 4z
easu:m extend into the ends of the recess a?.
The luos d? extend intonotches d* in the walls
of said recess and operate, when struck up,
to secure the casing in position. When plac-

{ Ing the casing in position, the portion d? ad- 8o

Jacent to the coil-spring D, compresses said
spring and forces the locking-piece over, so
that one of the sides of the neck portion ¢?
thereof will contact with the wedge-like sur-
faces ¢*. When the casingisin p051t10n one 8
end of the coil-spring ab11ts against said
turned-down portion d?. Itwillbereadily seen
that when the parts arethusassembled, if the

cateh portion ¢’ be forced backwardly, it will,

by its contact with the wedge-like surfaces a,‘* 90
be. caused to move toward the spring and to
cause a still further compression of the Jat-
ter. When the cateh-like portion is released,

the spring will then operate to return the lock-
ing-piece to its former or normal position. g3
When the two jaws are brought together, the
lip ¢ on the catch portion of the lockmﬂ'-
piece will engage a projection ¢ upon the jaw

B, and the two jaws will bemaintained locked
together by the action of the spring D until oo
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the catch-like portion shall be moved back-
wardly far enough to release the lock.

The lugs d’ on the casing operate as stops
to prevent too great an inward movement of
the catch portion of the locking-piece, while
the rear wall of the opening ¢® operates in a
similar manner to prevent a too-extended
rearward movement of the catch portion.

1 have shown the end of the opening «° op-
posite the wedge-like surface upon which the

locking-piece acts as beveled only for the

purpose of more effectively closing the said
opening.
should be beveled. 4
In the example of my improvement shown
in Fig. 4, instead of using a coil-spring, I em-
ploy a flat torsion-spring, one end of which 1s

- rigidly connected to the bar-like portion ¢ of
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the locking-piece, and the otherend of which
extends through a loop formed by bending a
tongue f, formed upon one of the rims of the
jaw A, upwardly, so as to contact with the
other rim thereof. The space formed by the
loop is such that the flat portion of the spring,
when placed therein, cannot turn; but the
spring may be readily slipped in and out to
facilitate the assembling of the parts.

It will be seen that by my improvement a
cheap and at the same time very durable and
effective clasp is made, the whole being so
constructed that the parts may be assembled
with the greatest facility.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s— |

1. The combination, with hinged jaws of a
pocket-book frame, one of said jaws being
provided upon its side with an enlargement

I do not deem it essential that it
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forming an internal recess, of a locking-piece

having a bar-like portion within said recess .

and a catch portion extending through an
opening in the jaw to the outside of the lat-
ter,aspring acting on the said bar-like portion,
and a casing upon the inner side of the jaw,
inclosing the said bar-like portion and se-
cured to the jaw, substantially as specified.

9. The combination, with the hinged jaws of
a pocket-book frame, one of said jaws being
provided upon its side with an enlargement
forming an internal recess,of a locking-piece
having a bar-like portion within said recess
and a catch portion extending through an
opening of the jaw to the outside of the lat-
ter, a spring acting-on the said bar-like por-
tion, and a casing upon the inner side of the
jaw, inclosing said bar-like portion and se-
cured to the jaw, said opening in the jaw be-
ing provided upon one of its edges with a
wedge-surface, substantially as specified.

3. The combination, with thehinged jaws of
a pocket-book frame, one of said jaws being
provided with an enlargement forming an in-
ternal recess, of a locking-piece having a bar-
like portion within said recess and a catch
portion extending through an opening in the

jaw to the outside of the latter, a torsion-

spring rigidly connected to said bar-like por-
tion near one end of the latter and extending
loosely through a loop on the frame, and a
casing inclosing the said bar-like portion and
secured to the jaw,substantially as specified.
 ERNEST OLDENDBUSCII.
Witnesses: |
FREDK. HHAYNES,
JOHN DBICKET.
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