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To all whom it may concerm:

Beit known that I, MIKE MURPHY, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Birmingham,
in the county of Jefferson and State of Ala-
bama, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Rule-Holders; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters and figures of refer-

ence marked thereon, which form a part of-

this specification.

My invention relates to mmprovements in
rule-holders; and the object ¢f the invention
1s to produce a rule-holder for carpenters, ma-
chinists, and other mechanies, using the ordi-

nary two-foot rule, that is very simple in con-

struction and can be attached to any part of
a bench, shelf, or any other desired placein an
expeditious and easy manner; also, to produce
a device that 1s not liable to get out of order,
and to facilitate the removal and attachment
without the use of screw-drivers or other im-
pléments; furthermore, to produce a useful
holder or case in which the rule can be placed,
so as to be always handy and in its proper
place, without the loss of time, &c., often oc-
cupied in looking for the rule so often re-
guired and mislaid, and, finally, to produce a
rule-holder that can be furnished at a small
expense, $o as to be within the reach of all me-
chanics and others having use for rules.
With these objec¢ts in view my invention
consists in the peculiarconstruction of certain

details and arrangement of parts of a rule-

holder, as will be more fully desceribed herein-
after, and specifically pointed out in the
claims, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings and the letters of reference

_ marked thereon.
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Like letters of reference indicate similar
Terent figures of the drawings,

in which—
Figure 1 represents a , fr ont view of my im-

proved rule-holder, showing the rule in broken
lines in position. Fig. 9 is a side view of the
same without the rule. Fig. 3 is a rear view
of the rule-holder. Fig. 4 is a vertical section
of the same on line x @, Fig. 1. Fig. 5 1s a

cross-section of the same on lineyy of Fw
Fig. 6 is a top view of Fig. 3.

Tn the accompanying drawin s, Aleplesents
the bottom of therule-holder, closedbelow and

B 1s the open top, and theyare united by the.

wires C Cat the sidesand by a light metal strip
D at the back or rear side. These wires are
provided with prongs or points ¢ ¢ to fasten
the holder at the bottom to any desired place.
The upper part of the wires is formed into
eyes d d for a short wire E, journaled in said
eyes and provided with pointed prongs ¢ ¢ to
secure the holder at its upper end to any de-
sired place. The wire K is also provided with
a short lever I by which to "operate it in ap-
plying it 1n position.
sheet brass or other suitable material, is Se-
cured to the top B, and serves to slightly press
against the rule when in place, and two side
clamps H, provided with ears /i, and also se-
cured to said top, serve to hold the rule when
introduced intothe holder and prevent S&l(l
rule from falling out.

A catch attached to one of the wires C,

serves to hold the end of the lever F in place

when pushed undersaid catch, either in a ver-
tical position, as in Figs. 1 to 4, or in a hori-
zontal position, as shown in Flﬂ 6. The dif-
ferent parts can be made of any suitable ma-
terial, and, if desired, can be made ornamental
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A spring-clamp G, of -
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or blonzed plated, or painted, and can be

made very hﬂ‘ht

The wire O can be made of one piece ex-
tending across the bottom A, to which and
the top I3 1t can be soldered or otherwise se-
cured. The clamps are preferably riveted to
the top B, and their lower ends are rounded
off to prevent them scraping the rule when
introduced in the holder or withdrawn there-
from.

The operation is as follows: The prongs ¢
of the holder are first inserted into the bench,
shelf, or any other place wherever it is de-
sired to secure it, and the prongs ¢ are also
forced into postition by revolving the lever E
a part of a revolution. The holcer will thus
be securely held in place, and the rule is in-
troduced through the spring-clamps G and H,
which will be forced apart by said rule and
clasp 1t until withdrawn for use.
sired to change the place of the rule-holder,
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If it is de-



the prongs ¢ and e are withdrawn, and 1t can
then be applied to any other point or position.

The many advantages of my improved rule-
holder will be readily appreciated by those
skilled in the art, as well as mechanics, and
among them may be mentioned that 1t is al-
ways ready for use, it can be easily and quickly

. applied or detached to or from any place, itis

10

very light, and can be produced at a very
small cost.

Having thus deseribed my invention, whatl
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. The rule-holder herein described, con-

sisting of a bottom part A and a top part b,

united as shown, and provided with prongs ¢
and movable prongs e, and having the spring-
clamps arranged substantially as specified.

2. In a rule-holder, the combination of the
bottom A and open top I3, united by wires
C C and strip D, with the spring-clamps

404,924

IT I and prongs ¢ ¢ and ¢ ¢, all substantially
as and for the purpose set forth. |

3. The combination of the bottom A and
the top B, united as shown, with the spring-
clamps H H, having ears /v i, and the clamp
(%, fixed prongs ¢ ¢, and movable prongse ¢ on
the wire E, arranged and shown as specified.

4. In the rule-holder desecribed, the bottom
A and the open top B, united by the wires C
and strip D, with the spring-clamps  H I,
the wire E, provided with lever I, and the
prongs e and the prongs ¢, all constructed and
arranged as and for the purpose herein set
forth.

In testimony whereot I ath
in presence of two witnesses.

MIKE MURPHY.

X my signature

W\Timesses:
J. W. BARCLAY,
J. R. HOCHSTADTER.
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