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To all whom tt may concern:
Be 1t known that I, VANBUREN WHEAT,
citizen of the Umted States, residing at 01-

leans, in the county of Ontario and btate of

New Yor I, have invented certain new and use-
tul Implovements 1n Fruit-Boxes; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact deseription of the 1nven131011 such as
~will enable others skilled in the "ut to which

1t appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
mgs, and Lo the letters and figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which f01m a part of
this specification.

My invention relates to boxes intended for

“ gift-boxes,” or such as are usually sold filled
w1th grapes or other fruit, and are of a size
convenient for carrying in the hand.

The advantages secured by this invention
are that it plOVIdQS a separable and adjust-
able cover and carrying-handles for locking
the same In position on the box, and also pel-
mits the packing of the fruit through the open
bottom of the box and the compact crating

together of several boxes for shipment.

The accompanying drawings illustrate the
invention, in which—

Irigure 1 is a perspective view of theinven-
tion, the dotted lines showing the handles in
position for crating. Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the top of the box with the handles turned
over the ends of the box and the cover partly
removed. Iig. 3 is a plan view of the under
side of the box with the bottom removed, and
If1g. 4 1s a vertical edge view of an end piece
of the box.

The various parts of the invention are re-
ferred to by letters, similar letters denoting
corresponding par ts in the di ferent views.

The letters A A indicate the sides of the
box, which are preferably made thin and
l.ight. B I are the end pieces of the box, and
are suificiently thick and heavy to hold small
nails driven into them through the sides and
bottom of the box. C is the bottom, and D is
the sliding top or cover of the box. All these

pleces are made plane except the ends B B,
~which havethe grooves 0D ontheirinner sides
‘near the top, in W]llCll the ends of the cover

D may slide.
In joining the box the ends B B project

above the sides A A, bringing the lower side

ward to hold them in place.

of the grooves b 0 in line with the upper edges
of the sides A A. This permits the cover D
to slide laterally either way.
of the box extend below the ends I B to a
distance equal to the thickness of the bottom
(, so that when the bottom is fastened on it
18 not liable to be knocked off in handling,
being protected by the sides A A, between
whleh it is fitted, and consequentb requires
no fastenings, except at its ends to the pieces
B B.

The handles E E are made of wire bent to
form three sides of a quadrilateral slightly
larger than the end of the box and having
thelir ends e e bent directly toward each other.
These ends e e are passed through holes a «
In opposite sides of the box and then bent up-
The handles E
E are of such length and are attached to the
box at such points that they may be folded
down upon the cover D in line with or below
the top of the ends B B, or be raised to form
convenlent means for carrying the box, In
either of which two positions the handles lock
the cover D on the box;orthey may be turned
outwardly over the ends of the box, so as to

permit the cover to be removed Dby sliding

sidewisein either direction. This box ispref-
erably made-of wood, and is so constructed
that 1t can be made of cheap materials and at
a trifiing cost; but if carefully made of good
material it becomes a very useful household
article after the fruit is removed.

- "L'o prepare the box for use, all its parts are
properly puttogether, except the bottom piece.
Then it is turned over and the fruit is laid in
evenly through the open bottom upon the
cover and the box filled up. The bottom is
then fasteried on with brads or small nails.

The sides A A 55
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On turning the box right side up, and espe-

cially after ecarrying or shipping, the fruit set-
tles down somewhat from the cover, which, on
being removed, exposes the fruit in an even
andl :;Lttl active layer |

Having now described my invention, what I

clalm, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

15— |

1. A box having its ends grooved at their
upper inward edges, which project above the
sides of the box, a cover to slide in said
grooves, and handles secured to the sides of
the -box adapted to be turned over the ends of
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the hox to release the cover, to befolded dow n; to the sides of thehox that they may be turned
upon the box-cover, and to De raised and used¥ outwar dly to release the cover, upwardly to
for carrying, and thus also locking the box, as | serve as handles, and that may he folded down
herein set forth. upon the box-cover, substantially as and for 135
5 27 A box having its sides extended below | the purposes herein set forth
its end pieces, a bottom fitted in between said In testimony whereof T affix my signature in
sides and attached to the end pieces of the | presence of two witnesses.
box, the said end pieces having grooves on the - VANBUREN WIIEAT.
inner sides of thelr upper edges W’]'li(‘h extend Witnesses:
1o above the sides of the box,a cover adapted to JOSEPH DLYTHE,
slide in said grooves, and 1.1&1..1(119% so secured | L. R. LOMBARD.
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