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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN M. HINDS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing near Pal-
myra, 1n the county of Washington and Staie
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Napkin-Holder Table
Attachments; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains

1o make and use the same.

My invention consists mainly in a roller
hung upon the table and having a removable
napkin so applied to it as to be adapted to be
rolled upon and off it and detached for wash-
ing; also in an expansible neckband remov-
ably attached to one end of the napkin,
whereby the free end of the napkin can be
clasped around the neck and suspended in
front of the person while cating; also in a
ratchet and spring-pawl, in connection with
an automatic rolling-up device—as, for in-
stance, elastic bands attached to the napkin-
roller and to the table—whereby the napkin

can be held unrolled and free from tension

while clasped around the neck, and can be
automatically rolled up on its roller when
disconnected from the neck and the pawl is
released from the ratchet, all to be as herein-
atter described. | -

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 is
a perspective view of my invention as ad-
Justed for use, parts of the table and of the
brackets of the napkin-holder table attach-
ment being broken away; and Fig. 2 is an
inverted plan of table and napkin-holder at-
tachment.

A in the drawings represents a portion of
a table, and B a napkin-holder provided with
hubs b b and reduced journals ¢ ¢, and hung
In bearings a « on the table. At each end of
the roller proper B disks d ’, of greater di-

~ameter than the roller, are applied, and one
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of these disks is formed with ratchet-teeth 2
on its periphery. |

Above the ratchet-teeth of disk d’ a curved
slotted spring-pawl plate 7 is fastened to the
table, so that the disk extends up through
the slot g of the plate, and its teeth normally
engage with the rear wall of the slot and the
roller prevented from turning backward but
allowed to turn forward. When the Spring-

‘band from the neck and placing

pawl plate is lifted by the loop at its handle

end, the roller is free to turn backward. In
rear of the napkin-roller B is another smaller
roller C, having hubs on its reduced journal
ends and hung in brackets of the table A.
D is an automatic rolling-up device, con-
sisting in this instance of two tension-bands
of rubber or other elastic material attached
by one of their ends to the table and carried
back around the roller C and forward over
and respectively hooked or otherwise suita-
bly fastened to the hubs b b of the reduced
journals of the roller B, and these bands thus
arranged always tend to turn the napkin-
roller backward and thereby roll up the n ap-
kin; but the tension is not felt when the
pawl is in contact with the ratéhet, as shown.
K is a table-napkin guided under the table
top by a pendent bar I, and detachably con-
nected by one of its ends to the napkin-roller
by hooks and eyes at I 7, or otherwise suita-
bly, and having at its other or free end a
split elastic neckband F, which is looped, as
at I*, to a stretcher-rod F’, which is also de-

tachably connected to the napkin by hooks

and eyes at i’ h? or otherwise suitably. The
napkin can thus be readily taken from the
roller and neckband when requiring to be
washed. - '

The operation of my invention is as fol-.

lows: HHaving taken a seat at the table, take
hold of the split neckband and pull out or
unroll the napkin far enough to place the
neckband around the neck and open the
neckband and spring it around the neck
The napkin thus adjusted is free to SWing in
front of the person eating, and serves as =
protection to his wearing-apparel, and also
may be used for wiping the hands or fin gers.
Thus neatness is insured with great conven-
lence. After eating, and the use
kin is no longer required, by unclasping the
_ a finger upon
the loop or handle end of the pawl and 1ift-
Ing the pawl out of the ratchet the elastic
bands will automatically turn the napkin-
roller C backward and roll up the napkin out
of sight. The releasing of the pawls may be
left to the servants, if desired.
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In the illustration of my invention I have

merely shown how the principle of my con-

trivance is embodied in a single napkin-
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holder attachment for one part of a table; but
it will be understood that any number of
these attachiments acting independently of
cach other may be applied on a single table
at a proper distance apart, and one at each
place where a person sits, or that a roller or
rollers having a series of separate mapkins
and split bands may be adopted, such roller
or rollers having, respectively, the spring-
pawl, ratchet, and elestic bands combined
with them, and all operated as described.

It is contemplated to use the invention on
any description of table to which 1t may be
applicable, and to have the rollers of 1én oths
suitable for adults’ and children’s napkins.

What I claim 18— -

1. The combination, with a table, of a nap-
Ikin-roller applied underneath the top or frame
of the table opposite the place where & person
sits, upon and off which the napkin rolls, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

9. The combination of a napkin-roller ap-

plied underncath the top or frame of the table
opposite the place where a person sits, a nap-
kin removably attached to it, and a split
neckband removably attached to the napkin,
substantially as deseribed.

3. In a napkin-holder table attachment ap-
plied underneath the top or frame ot the table
opposite the place where a pergon sits, In com-
bination, the napkin-roller, napkin, pawl, and
ratehet, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination of the napkin-roller ap-
plied underneath the top or frame of the table
opposite the place where a person sits, nap-
kin, ratchet, pawl, and an autom atic tension
rolling-up device, substantially as d esceribed.

In testimony whereof T hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN M. TIINDS.

W itu_esseﬁ: |
KERASTUS J. NAUGLE,
WiLl E. BERKLEY.

30



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

