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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, Louis P. LANG, of the
city and county of Allegheny, and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and Im-
proved Boot or Shoe Protector, of which the
following is a full, elear, and exact descrip-
tion. i

This invention consists in a novel device
for protecting the bottoms of boots or shoes
from being soiled when fitting or trying on
sald articles, substantially as hereinafter de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to behad to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of a
gaiter boot or shoe with myinvention applied,
and Kig. 2 an inverted plan of the same.

The device is composed of a longitudinally
expansible and contractible bottom cover for
the boot or shoe, provided with means at its
front and back ends for holding it on the toe
and heel of the boot or shoe,so that when fit-
ting or trying on a boot or shoe in a store or
elsewhere said cover will form the bearing-
surtace on the floor, and thereby will protect
the bottom of the boot or shoe from being
solled. DBy the expansibility of the device it
18 adapted to fit boots or shoes of different
sizes or lengths, and it is constructed so that
1t can be readily applied to or removed from
the boot or shoe, and by its peculiar attach-
ment to the toe part in no wise interferes
with the appearance of the boot or shoe when
being tried on. -

A 18 the longitudinally expansible and con-
tractible bottom cover made wholly or in part
of rubber webbing or other suitable elastic
material—preferably in two thicknesses, as
shown—and of a length to take in the whole
or greater portion of the tread part of a boot
or shoe. between these two thicknesses of
elastic material A is a metal plate, b, united
intermediately of its length, as at ¢ ¢, to said
material and of a length to reach to or be-
yond the shank of the shoe B, but not extend-
ing to the front end of the cover. Secured to
the front end of this soft and elastic cover A—
as, tor instance, by a bar, d—is a light wire
loop, C, which, when the device is applied to

upper leather and welt or sole of the shoe at
its toe end to hold the device onto the shoe at
said part. |
as shown in the drawings will be concealed
from the eye of the person trying on the shoe,
and so not detract from the appearance of
the shoe. Secured to the rear end portion of
the cover A, and which may form an integral
portion of the plate b, are opposite side up-
rights, ¢ ¢, stretched around which and across
the cover A is a rubber band, f, that by its
flexibility constitutes a yielding eross-support
adapted to hold the device onto the heel of
the shoe at its back, as shown. Said fiexible
heel support or attachment may be otherwise
constructed—as, for instance, by a single flexi-
ble diaphragm instead of the two diaphragms
as formed by the rubber band; but the latter
1s a simple means to effect the desired end.

By making the plate b of a length to reach
to or beyond the shank of the shoe the back
of the protecting device will be braced up and
kept from slipping off tlie heel of the shoe.
Furthermore, the cover A, being of soft ma-
terial, will have an easy bearing on the floor
when the foot on which the shoe is being tried
is pressed thereon, and it will not mar the bot-
tom of the shoe.

The whole device or protector is readily ap-
plied by simply pulling upon it endwise and
applying the wire loop and heel-holding ap-
pendage, as described, and it is as readily dis-
connected when required.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A device for protecting the bottoms of
boots or shoes from being soiled when said
articles are being fitted or tried on the person,
the same consisting of a longitudinally-elas-
tic bottom cover, a wire connection at the for-
ward end of said cover, adapted to engage
with the toe part of the boot or shoe between
its upper leather and welt or sole, and a raised
heel-gripping attachment at the back end of
sald cover, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

2. In a device for protecting the bottoms of

boots or shoes from being soiled when said

articles are being fitted or tried on the person,
the combination, with the longitudinally-elas-

the boot or shoe, is entered in between the | tic bottom cover, A, having attached means

The wire loop C thus applied and 55
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in front for securing it to the toe part of the | band or strap f, connecting said uprights, and 10
boot or shoe, of a flexible raised heel-gripping | the wire loop C at the forward end of the bot-
attachment at the back end of said bottom | fom cover, substantially as shown. and de-
cover, and a base-plate supporting the same, | scribed. | | -

5 essentially as described. S -
- 3. The combination of the longitudinally- | B | - LOUIS P. LANG.
elastic bottom cover, A, constructed to form | Witnesses:
a double web, the attached interposed plate b, Pa. LANG,
having rear end side uprights, ¢ ¢, the elastic -~ C. J. WESTERSHAUSEN.
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