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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

30 1t known that I, JEREMIAH M. WATSON,
of Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Shank->Stiffeners, of which the following de-
scription, in connnection with the accompa-
nying drawings, is a specification, like letters
on the dlchll]”‘S representing like parts.

This invent‘ion has for it-s object to con-
struct a shank-stiffener for boots or shoes.

In accordance with thisinvention the shank-
stiffener comprises a piece of leather-board
or other equivalent material scarfed at each
end and beveled at the sides, and a metallic
plate attached to said piece of leather-board
concaved or grooved longitudinally except at
the ends, which are flattened. Suitable spurs
may be formed on the plate, or tacks or other
independent fastenings may be provided for
attaching the plate to the piece of leather-
board. 'Thegroove or concavityis formed on
that side of the plate next the leather-board,
and hence a convex surface is presented at
the opposite side, thickening the shank ma-
terially,while the ends of the plate, being flat-
tened next the scarfed ends of the leather-
board pieces, obviates the formation of :
shoulder or abrupt projection, which would
be the resultif the plate were grooved or con-
caved from end to end. The plate is made
quite wide, so that the groove or concavity
may be qmte deep to give considerable thick-
ness to the stiffener and vel not present a re-
cess at each side of the plate to receive the
outer sole,and thereby form objectionable de-
pressions in sald outer sole.

Figure 1 shows in plan view a shank-stiff-
ener embodying this invention; Fig. 2, a
cross-section of the shank-stiffener shown in
Fig. 1, taken on the dotted line v vy, Fig. 3, a
cross-section of the shank-stiffener shown in
Fig. 1, taken on the dotted line « «; Iig. 4, a
sectional detail of a portion of the shank-stiff-
ener shown in Fig. 1, taken on the dotted
line z z; and Ifig. 5, a sectional detail of a
modification, to be referred to.

The piece of material ¢, preferably made of
leather-board, is of suitable shape to serveas
a shanlk-stiffener or filling, it preferably be-
ing scarfed at each end, as ; at «’, and beveled
at each side, as at «®. A metallic plate, b,

orooved or concaved longitudinally, as best |

shown in Fig. 2, 18 secured to the piece ¢ by
means of spurs formed on theends of the me-
tallie strip, or by tacks or any other independ-
ent fastenings, as shown in Ifig. 5. The plate
b 1s flattened at its ends, as at U/, and as
shown in Fig. 3. The platc is secured to the
piece «, so that the grooved or concaved face
lies next the piece, thereby presenting a con-
vex surtace upon the outer side, the concavity
extending from one to the other longitudinal
edge of the plate. The flattened ends ar-
ranged adjacent to the scarfed ends of the
plece prevent the formation of a shoulder or
other obstruction, which would be formed if
the plate were grooved or concaved from end
to end, such a shoulder or projection being
Ob]@CLlOllctble The plate is made quite w 1(16
so that a deep groove or concavity may be
formed to increase the thickness of the stiff-
ener more pcu"tlculm]y at the median line,
and yet avold the formation of deep recesses
at each sideof the plate toreceive and wrinkle
the outer sole of the boot or shoe.

By attaching the metallic plate to the piece
¢ the entire stiffener may spring slightly lon-
gitudinally and the strain come upon the
plate its entire length in contradistinction to
coming uponthe pl&te atasingle point,stretch-
ing the upturned edges and kinking.

I do not desire to 11111113 my 111\"’611131011 to any
particular means by which the metallic plate
may be fastened, nor to any particular di-
mensions of the pmt*‘:

I claim—

The shank-stiffener herein do&eubed COM-
prising the piece of material ¢, and the 111 -
tallie plate grooved or concaved from one to
the other of its longitudinal edges and se-
cured to said piece ¢, and provided with fast-
enings at its ends by which it is secured di-
rectly to said piece, the ends of the metallic
plate being fattened to prevent the forma-
tion of shouldels thereat Subqta,ntl.;ﬂly as de-
seribed.

In testimony whereo‘f L'havesigned my name
to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

JEREMIAIL M. WATSON.

Witnesses:
BERNICE J. NOYES,
MABEL RAY.
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