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To all whom it may concern.:

Be itknown thatwe, IRA B. STOFIEL, a citi-

‘zen of the United States, residing at Natrona

in the coﬂnty‘Of'Allegheny and State of Penn-
sylvania, and CHARLES R. CUTHBERT, a cifi-

B zen of the United States, residing at Pitts-
© burg in the county of Allegheny and State of

| Pennsylvama have invented certain new and
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useful Improvements in Shoe-Lace IFasten-
ings, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of shoe-
fastenings in which the wedging or binding
force of a tongue, lip, or finger serves to en-
oage and hold the shoe-la,ce in the laced posi-

__'tlon without tylnﬂ‘ the shoe-lace; and the nov-
elty consists in the improved constructmn

hereinafter fully described, and partlcula,rly

-pomted out in the claim.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a view in per-

'speetwe of one of our 1mproved shoe-fasten-
~ ingsunapplied. Fig.2isa view of the fasten-

- ing applied to a shoe, and Fig. 5 is a view

showmw the shoe-lace properlyin engagement

- with the shoe-fastening on a shoe.

Referring by letter to the aceompanymn'

- drawings, A designates a shoe of the style

~ commonly termed a “laced ” shoe.

B are the fa,stenmﬂ'-studs and C designates

- the two eyelets usually plOVlﬂGd &bove the
3°

two rows of f&stenmmqtuds
D designates the shoe -lace, the ends of

~ which are passed through the lower eyelets

in the usual manner.

The fastening-studs B are arla,nn*ed oppo-
sitely in pairs, as now commonly p1act1(:od n
this class of shoe-fastenings, and the sections
d d of the lace D are crossed or woven around
the fastening -studs in the usual manner

~ adaptable to this class of shoe-fastenings, and
afterward passed through the two eyelets C |

- (, and then broughtinto enﬂ‘agement with the

~ shoe-fastenings I‘ at each side the upper.

- These fastenings are provided with three se-
~ curing-prongs, GH I, which are first passed

through slits K K K, made in the shoe nearly

~in hne with the eyelets C C and to the rear of

- oneof them, smd securing-prongs being finally

provided with a slit or opening,

(,hnehed to the shoe material to cause the
fastenings to be held securely in place.

The fastemn% F are preferably struck up
from sheet meta,l by the use of dies, and are
L, in their
top por tion, the material of the fastenmﬂ‘s he-
ing so disposed in its manufacture as to ) form

two nearly sector-shaped portions, 1 M N, the

lower one of which projects laterally beyond.
the upper one, and is provided with an up-
Wardly-ploJectmﬂ‘ flange or lip, P, which en-
gages and bites the shoe-laee when ‘the ends of
the latter are in place in the shoe-fastenings.

In operation the device 18 exeeedmn*ly s1m-
ple, while its security is ample. The sections
d of the shoe-lace are first crossed to engage
the fastening-studs, in the usual manner, are
then passed through the two eyelets C C, ‘and
then drawn suf clently tight, and thelr free
ends are then forced into the shts Or openings
L of the fastenings, where they are engaged
by the flanges or lips P, which bite or hold
them and pr event them from slipping or be-
coming accidentally loose, thereby makingthe

lace secure for any desirable length of time.

The laces can be quickly 1oosened without
having to untie them, by simply pulling upon
their free ends, so that the fastenings com-
bine security with quickness of manipulation
in unfastening themn.

Having t]ms fully described our invention,
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what we claim, and desiretosecure by Letters
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A shoe-fastening provided with two sector-

shaped portions, M N, disposed one above the

other and separated by a slit or opening, L,

the lower laterally-projecting portion, N, be-

ing provided with an upwardly-pro] ectlnﬂ
flange or lip, P, substantially as specified.

In testimony whel. eof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

IRA B. STOFIEL.
CHARLES R. CUTHBERT.

Witnesses:
JOHN S, KENNEDY,
W L CrAI1G.
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