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C-ONVERTIBLE HAMMOCK AND CHAIR.

' SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 402,469, dated April 80, 1889.
| . | Application filed August 22, 1888, Serial No. 283,474, (No model.) -

- To all whom it may concerm:

‘Be it known that 1, RIENZI W. MESSMORE,

':: ~ a citizen of the United States, residing at
" Washington Court-House, in the county of

i :'- 10

Fayette and State of Ohio, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Con-

vertible Hammocks and Chairs; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, |
~and exact description of the mventlon such
as will enable others skilled in the art to |

| e which it aJppertains to make a;nd use the same.

........

The object of the invention is to provide a
ha,mmock that can be adjusted and adapted
for use as a chair, swinging cradle, or swing,
and to secure these several uses in a simpli-
fied construction, which shall be secure and

o firm, easy of a,d,]ustment cheap in construc-

t1011 and light and compact in form; and the

ST _111vent1011 conmsts in the matters herema,ftel
e 20

described and p&rtlcularly pointed out. .
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

- a perspective view of my dewce 1110' 2 18

a detail representing a modification. I‘1ﬂ' 3

| .1s a perspective view on a smaller scale, ShOW-
ing the device adjusted to be used as a seat;

and Fw 41s a perspeetwe view of a mod1ﬁ-—

cation.

~ - fabrie, 3, wrapped about these pieces, to which

4o

ing or in any convement manner.
fastened to thesidebars of the frame in simi-
lar manner, or preferably by overlaying the

edge with a strip, 4, of strong material and
_ta,ckmﬂ* 1his strip and the undellymg edge
of the nettmﬂ' to the side bars on the inner

The numeral 1 indicates a frame, repre-

. ~ sented as rectangular in the present mstanee, .

and 2 denotes an open-work fabric such as is
ordinarily used in hammocks. Any flexible

material of sufficient tenacity would operate;

but that indicated is especially suitable. The

netting or other fabric is secured to the end

pieces: of the frame by means of some stout

fabrle the netting is firmly attached by sew-
It can be

side. -
- In some cases 113 is intended to extend the

- fabric which surrounds each cross-bar toward

the transverse center of the frame, as indi-

- cated at 15. This. will provide a close SUP-

port for the feet in reclining, or constitute a
seat when the device is a,d,]usted to be used.

- as a chair, an.d at the opp031te end such an ex- |

—-_——

tensmn 1f used, Wﬂl receive the head or a
pillow when desired. As the main function
of the frame is to keep the netting extended,
it can, if desired, be made of small rods of
11n‘11t WOOd cane, or similar material, in which

'caqe 1t mwht not be desirable to conneet the

side and end bars by framing them together,
as represented. They could, however be
lashed together by the cords, substantla,lly as

55

60

indicated, special care being taken to make

the conneetmn secure. If such light rods are
used for either side bar, they will preferably
be entirely enveloped by the netting or fabric
to which the netting is secured, which will

render the device as sate asan or dmary ham-
mock, even though one or more of the 10de

were aceldentally broken.

For conveniencein transportation,the frame
may be made easily separable at the corners,
so that the whole device can be securely and

“cempaetly tied in a bundle. Made separable,

the end pieces can be slipped outof the fab-

rie envelope 3, which should not embrace the

end pieces so closely as to prevent their ready
removal and reintroduction.
" The end bars can be inserted in a hem of

the fabric, and, if desired, can be slipped

through the holes in the side bars. They will
thus be readily removable, and the extensions
14 of the front bar can be made to support the
foot-rest ropes in its operative position. The
side bars may be prevented from slipping too
far ontothe end barby any well-known means.

Through this loop is passed a cord, 7, each

end of which is attached to the fmme by
tying or otherwise. Preferably they are tied
about both the side and end bars, as repre-
sented, in order to support and strengthen
the 3011113 or connection between these pa,lts.
A shorter cord, 8, is attached to the oppo-
site end of the frame in a similar manner.

This cord is provided with a hook, 9, and

around this hook and cord 8, at the middle of
the latter, where it receives the eye of the
hook, 18 wound a cord, 10, which holds the
hook in place on eord 3 and prevents the

opening or spreading of the body of the hook

when made of bent wire. Cmd 10 is passed

through the loop 6, and is made sufficiently
long that its free end may extend below the
hook, and it is provided with loops or rings

70

75

30

00

95

100




,:jf;QQhook

SERERERERE eumstmwes, as the device may be suspended
. sufficiently near the earth or near. a floor or
' 1 other support to permit the feet of one mehn-é

11 1n any convenient munber for eugaﬂmﬁn
éthe hook, as indicated.. EERRNE - _
- The device, being suspended b}; the (,ord 5 |
5111 a position represeuted in full lines, is in |
. 5 position for use as a hammock or cmdle
. When desired, it can be raised to an inclined
oo position by drmvmﬂ' cord (10 thmunh ring 6
oo and connecting an upper, loop, 11, Wlth the
- ‘When mlsed so that the frame makes
- an anﬂ'le with the horizontal plane of about
SERESERE RS %fmty-zlwe degrees or more, the m*tlde can be
:_,_usedasachmr
A foot-rest is indicated at 12 supported bV.é
EERERR RS R gcord%liﬁ attached tocords 7
. BERENRRE 5.}
.. this foot-rest can be mspended below:and out .
... of the way, as represented in: full lines; but:
. when it is needed to support the feat of the
SEREEREERE occupmlt as may happen when it is adjusted .
- 20

, a8 Shown,

for use as a chair, the cords 13 are

. ing or sitting in it to rest upon: the same.

I :.i¥¥;£éég0Ver5
.. considerable friction.

| ':540
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In Fig. . 2 is represented a 1110c11ﬁcat1m15
g::g;whmh prcmdes a pulley for cord 10 to pass
In operation the pulley would obyv 1ate;

a— I'be : construetion is
. such that the occupant of the ham:nmck cané

adjust it readily without leaving it.

. Itis obvious that either ropes or chams mné
N be used, and that met.‘:ﬂhc or other rings ean:
. be Substltuted for loops G or 11, and that the:
.. cords or other suspending: devices can be: se-

cured to the frame and to the foot-rest by
eyebolts or similar means; but it is preferred
to dispense with metallic connections so far
as practicable, and that is one object of the
improvements, as ‘thereby economy in manu-
facture, security in use, freedom from corro-
sion, and greater levity are attained.

Tt will be understood that the device can
be used as a swing in any position to which
1t may be adj ust(,d, and that it permits a ro-
tary as well as oscillatory motion, which lat-

- ter may be sidewise, if desired, and all of

which can, if desired, be controlled by pulling
guide- cords. (Not shown, )

It may be also noted that the frame-work
obviates the collapsing of the netting upon
an occupant, which is a disagreeable feature
in the use of the ordinary hammock and at
the same time the frame allows the use of the
flexible open-work netting so desirable in de-
vices of this general character. All unneces-
sary and cumbersome joints and hinges and
devices for adjusting or extending 1*1n1d parts
are avolded, the various ad;;ustments of po-

sitions bemﬂ' effected by the use of the hook

and loop desembed and by varying the
lengths of the ropes by suitably tying the
same,

When
the device is used as a hamm@ck or eradle, |

SRS passed

o over and bupported upon the extensions 14 |
. of theend cross-pieces; or these cords may be

. placed within the side pleees and 1*est upon
... the body of said end pieces: SRERRE

T'he foot-rest is not essentml under all cir- |

L also been used, and such matters are SRRERERE

My hammock-frame is made =

nmy invention.
Q5

rigid and has a flexible fabric secured atboth SRR
the ends and sides,whieh would be impractica-
ble in connection with a jointed frame; and,
further; the hammock isadjustably: suSpend-
ed by these cords from a single supporf,which '
cords also support a'f oot-rest which can be 100 @
- placed in position to support ‘the feet. byar-
ranging its supporting-cords over one end of =
“the frame or dropped entirely out of the way, ' =
the whole construction being very simple, 1
while securing many of the advantages of aEE
prior devieces ::md others which are entne]} SRRREREE

402,469

t‘ranspm tation in . compact form by snnply SRR
‘placing all the ropes and the foot-rest (when = © = ©
used) on the: netting, and if the frame is =~ =
made separable at the corners it'can betaken =
| apart and the frame-bars and netting can be: -+
émlled ton*ether zmd seeured 1r1 ‘1, (,omp&cti 8o
| It 1s obvmus that the nettmﬂ* can: be Geii il
é_cured to the frame in other well- known. ways, o
and also that either end of the frame,when: -
suspended, can be raised by winding the sus- 85
pending-cords about the frame :a,t the pomté SEREERRES
éof their connection to the same. 1 SRR
Heretofore hammocks have been adgusta-%
ébly suspended by cords from two points,and: = '
'they have also been provided with jointed: SRS
| frames to which a flexible fabric was secured 1
at the ends, and adjustable foot-rests: hav%
enotiof: 1

11eW.

Having thus described my invention, what
I desire to claim and secure by ILetters Pat-
ent 15—

1. The convertible hammock and chair, con-
sisting of the rigid frame-work, the nettmrr
secured to the same at. both the ends and
sides, the suspending-ropes secured to each
end of the frame, one of which ropes 1S pro-
vided with loops 11 and with a ring or loop,
9, for ad]ustmn the inclination of the ham-

moc]\, and a ring or loop, 6, through which -

thesuspending-ropes are passed subsmntmlly
as Speelﬁed

. In a hammock, the rigid frame, the net-
tmfr attached thereto suspendmﬂ'-cords fast-
ened around the frame-work connections at
the corners of the frame, one of which is pro-
wded with a hook and loops or rings 11, and

a supporting-rope, 5, substantmlly as speci-
fied, whereby the cords that suspend the
fmme serve to str engthenitatits corners,and
whereby thehammoek 1smade adJustable and
suspended from a single point.

3. In a hammock, the rigid frame having
the ends of the flont end bar projecting from
the sides thereof, the suspending cords or
ropes secured to the frame at the front, the

- The single ‘suspending-hook rope will be
| found convenient in many situaations where B

the:double suspension of an ordinary ham- 50 =
mock cannot easily be provided; and this al- = =
lows the oecumnt io 1"ead1ly faee in an} de-f EEREEE
sired direction. :
T'he deviee can: 'be arranwed for stm'arre or; SERRRREEE
75
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~cord attached to-the opposite end of the fréimé, -
- provided with a hook and rings, a suspend-

402,469

ing loop or ring, and the foot-—r st supported

:by cords -attached to the front suspending-
ropes and adapted to hang outside the ham-

mock-frame, - all combmed substantially as

“specified, Wher‘eb‘y the -foot-rest may be ar-

ranged to hang over and rest upon an end

o bar Of the fmme, or may be dropped beneath

1t and be suspended directly from the main

suspending-cords by simply manipulating

said foot-rest-supporting cords.
-4, In a convertible hammock and chair hav-

ing a rigid framehavingthe ends of the front
-,end bm‘ projecting: from the sides thereof, a

single support, as cord o, the several suspend—

RN ing—,_eords, and the fOot:re_st supported by cords
- attached to two ot said suspending-cords at &
- point above the frame, all combined substan-

tially as specified, whereby the foot-rest cords

can be made to depend either from the {rame--

bars, so as to conveniently receive the feetof
an occupant, or directly from the points of
suspension above the iframe, so as to hang
beneath the hammock, subqtantmlly as speci-
fied. _ |

5. In a convertible hammoek and chair, the
several suspending-cords and the supporting
loop or ring 6, in combination with an ad-

justable suspending-cord, 10, provided with

loops or rings 11, and a hook, 9, said hoolk be-
ing secured to a transverse suspending-cord,
as 3, and to an end of the adjustable cord

‘having the rings by a part of said cord, sub-

stantially as specified.
In testimony whereof 1 a
presence of two witnesses.

RIENZI W. MESSMORE.

iy

9
IX my signature in

Witnesses:
ORVILLE D. SMITH, Jr.,
CFRANK A. CHAFFIN.
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