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“fabric,” by which is meant to be included

- T0 all whom it may concern:
N any material the edge of which is either un-

Be it known that I, JosEPH M. MERROW, a .

citizen of the United States, residing at Mer-

row, in-the county of Tolland and State of
“Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in the Art of "Crochet-

~ ing or Overseaming Fabrics, of which the fol-
- lowing is a specificat | | |
- Mypresentinvention relates toand compre- |

cation. -

hends anewandimproved methodof forming a
border or finish for the edges of knit and other

. - goods in similitude of or substitution for the

ordinary hand-made scallops or shell-stitch
finish, which result is accomplished by pass-
ing a thread repeatedly through the fabric or
" other material at or mear a given point and
drawing loops of the thread from opposite

“sides toward and beyond the edge of the ma-
terial, interlooping or interlocking the loops, .
and when the requisite number of loops have

thus been formed and connected to produce
the desired cluster passing the thread through
the fabric at a point more or less remote from
that at which it was previously inserted, and
by drawing a loop and interlooping or inter-
locking it with one or more of the preceding

 loops spreading the cluster of loops to cause

the latter to assume and retain a shell-like
or scalloped form, all as hereinatter described,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a view in perspective, showing the finish as
‘applied to the edge of a fabric, the last clus-
‘ter having been formed but not expanded.

¢ Figs. 2 and 8 aresimilarviews, the first show-

" ing the cluster expanded and the other the
gecuring of the cluster preliminary to the for-
‘mation of a new cluster. o -

 Similar letters of reference in the several

figures indicate the same parts. -

Any convenient means may be employed to

 assist in .carrying the thread through the

fabric and for grasping the thread to draw

finished, bound, overseamed, crocheted, or
otherwise re-enforced or ornamented prelimi-
nary to the application of my present inven-
tion, or two or more pieces of such fabric laid
upon each other previous to crocheting in this
improved manner. ' - |

In the drawings, A designates the fabrie; «,
the thread; o’ ¢* ¢® &c., a series of finished
clusters formed from the thread a, and b’ 6>
b, &e., the several points at which the thread
was passed through the fabric in the forma-
tion of the clusters. |

As represented in Fig. 1, the clusters o’ o?
a® have been finished and the cluster o' has
been completed, in so far as the drawing and
interlooping or interlocking of -the loops is
concerned, one of the last loops ¢ of said
cluster being on the crochet-hook C and the
needle withdrawn from the fabric.

In forming the cluster a* the thread 1is car-
ried back and forth through the fabric at the
point b*, and the crochet-hook C is recipro-
cated and caused to grasp the thread a to
draw loops therefrom, which are enchained
or interlooped in any well-known manner
along the edge of the fabric, and, as the lat-
ter is held stationary while these operations
are performed, the several loops forming the
cluster will be bunched or crowded more or
less together, asindicated in Kig. 1. Toshape
and complete a cluster thus formed, the fab-
ric or the needle is shifted and the thread is

passed through the fabric at a point, 6%, more

or less remote from the point b% where it was
previously inserted, so that as the next loop
is drawn and interlooped or interlocked with

one or more of the preceding loops the loops go
of the cluster ¢* will be drawn or spread

apart. 1
The special variety of stitch which I have

| selected for illustrating a practical applica-

.+ " and interloop or interlock the loops beyond
45 the edge, and in the drawingsThave, for con-
: venience of description, shown an eye-pointed

‘needle, B, serving as a thread-carrier, and a

SCS latched crochet-hook, C, for drawing and in-
F - terlooping the loops. - |
" 50 The material to which the finish or border
Y is tobe applied is herein designated as the

tion of my invention 18 well known, being g5
substantially the same as described in my
patent, No. 195,520, in so far as the passing
the thread through the fabric and drawing
and interlooping the loops are concerned; but
in my said patent the thread 1is passed
through the fabric but once at a given point,
whereas, according to my present improve-
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ment, 1t is passed through the fabric several

times at or about the same point, thus form-

ing the cluster of stitches or loops instead of

~a single stitch, and this clustering of loops
~or stitches radiating from a common point or

center, and the subsequent change in the

~ point of insertion of the thread, so asto draw
- out and spread the stitches of the cluster,

10

form the gist of my present improved method. |

When employing the particular variety of

‘stitch shown for forming the clusters of loops

~and spreading the latter into a scalloped or

~ shell form, the fabrie ispreferably supported

in position while the needle and crochet-hook |

15

are reciprocated in transverse planes, the

- hook C being moved around the edge of the

- fabric and projected alternately above and

‘below the latter to grasp the needle-thread,

~ and after the requisite number of loops or

20
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stitches have been produced to form a cluster |
~ the fabric is fed or advanced while the needle

~1s withdrawn, so that the cluster will be |
opened out. Under such conditions the se-

quence of operations performed would be

substantially as follows: Starting with the
~parts in the position shown in Fig. 1, with

~ the needle B elevated and the thread o ex-
tending from the needle through the two pre-

viously-formed loops around the crochet-hook
back through the loops to the point 04, where
itentersthe fabrie,the desired number of loops
having been formed, the fabricisadvanced or -
fed until the point §° stands opposite the neec-
~ dle, when the feed is arrested and the needle
5 depressed, carrying the thread through the

- fabric, and the hook carrying the loop is ad-

“as indicated in Fig. 2.

40

435

55

vanced beneath thefabrictoengage the thread
As the needle is with-
drawn the crochet-hook is carried around the
edge and advanced above the fabric to grasp
the thread and draw a loop through the two
loops on the hook, said twoloops having been
carried back of the latch, (see Fig. 2,) so that
they will be shed off as the ecrochet-hook is
withdrawn. It will be observed that in this
operation the spreading or opening out of the
stitches composing the cluster atis effected
by the movement or feeding of the fabric
while the connecting-loop or that uniting the
one cluster to the next succeeding cluster or
to the fabric and engaged by the hook is pro-
Jected from the upper side of the fabrie, or
that face of the latter through which the
thread is passed in forming the stitches.
The ecffect of feeding the fabric or trans-

ferring the thread from the point 0* to 0° at

60
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this stage of the operation is to cause the
third loop (the one projected from the upper
side of the fabric and passing through the
two preceding loops drawn from opposite
sides of the fabric) to form the connection
between the clusters, one portion or branch
of sald loop passing to the point b as part of
the cluster a*,while the other vortion or branch
passes to the point 0® as part of the next stiteh,
which spreads and retainsg the cluster ¢! in
position.

402,468

A variety of effects may be produced by =~

varying the number of loops in the clusters
or the distance between the clusters, or the
distances from the edge of the fabric.

70._.

It is to be observed that in my present in-

vention the thread is carried through and =

held alternately on opposite sides of the fab-

ric in position to be engaged by the hook or

other loop-forming device,whereby the draw-

75

ing of the loops can be regulated and at the

~same time the defects and difficulties inei-
~dent to the useof a erochet-hook in the man-
8o

ner heretofore practiced in ‘crocheting are
overcome, | | B

- The various operations necessary to be per-

formed in practicing my invention may be
~accomplished by hand by the aid of various -
implements—such as those shown herein—or 8¢
they may be performed entirely by machin- =~

ery—such, for example, as the machine de-

scribed in my application filed September 12,

1587, Serial No. 249,491, of which this appli-
cation is a division. B

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is—

- 1. Theimprovementin the artof crocheting
| or overseaming, which consists 1 forming
along the edge of the fabric a series of con-

9 -
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nected clusters orloops by passing the thread

‘through the fabric from onesideand grasping
‘the thread alternately on opposite sides of the

fabrie, to form and draw loops beyond the edge

of said fabrie, and interlocking the loops thus

formed by drawing one loop through two pre- -
ceding loops projected from' the opposite

sides of the fabrie, repeating the operation a

ter of loops, and subsequently passing the
thread through the fabric at another point,
drawing loops from opposite sides, and inter-
locking them, substantially as deseribed.

2. The mode herein described of producing
an ornamental border upon fabries, said mode
consisting in forming a group of stitches while
thefabric is stationary by earrying the thread
through the fabric, drawing a loop from one
side of and beyond the edge of the fabrie,
then from the other side in like manner, and
interlacing said loops at their outer ends, re-
peating said operation unlil a given number
of loops are formed, then spreading the group
to assume a shell-like form by feeding the
fabric and repeating the loop-form Ing opera-
tion. |

3. The mode herein described of producing
an ornamental border or finish upon fabries,
the same consisting in forming a group or
cluster of stitches at a given point by passing

the thread repeatedly through the fabric and.

grasping it on opposite sides of the fabrie,
forming loops extending from said point of
insertion of the thread to or beyond the edge
of the fabric, connecting or interlooping the
outer ends of said loops to form a continuous
margin for the group, and subsequently pass-
ing the thread through the fabric at another

| point, drawing loops therefrom and connect-

100

| number of times at one point to form a clus-
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ing or mtelloopmo‘ S:zud 100135 to the loops of '

the preceding group or e]u&,tel to spread and

retain the latter.

4. The herein-described 1mp10‘veme11t in

the art of producing a border upon fabrics,
-~ the same consisting in passing the thread re-
. peatedly through the fabric at or near the

~ - same-place :-:—md “from one side, g

© thread alternately on opposite sides of the

orasping the

fabric to form and draw the loops beyond the
edge of the latter, and interlooping or inter-
1001{11;10' the loo_ps so formed by drawing a

loop flOI[l the top through the two preceding

100ps, the one from below and the otherfrom
on ' top, repeating this operation until the

‘requisitenumber of stitches have been formed,

and  then carrying the thread through the
fabric at a remote point, while the top 100p 1S

B | held pr epmatmy to the fmmatlon of the next

402,468
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bottom loop, where the bmnohes of said tOp 20

loop are separated and carried through the
fabrie at different points.

5. The improvement in the art of finishing
fabries, which consists in carrying the thread .

through the fabrie, grasping said thread be-

low the fakbr.e, cauying the thread beyond

the edge of the fabric below and above the

latter, enchaining or interlooping said thread

beyond the edge of the fabric, repeating said
operations several times at one point, and sub-
sequently repeating the operation one or more
times at a point suitably distant, Substan-
tially as described. |

JOSEPH M. MERROW.

Witnesses: |
FRANK H. ALLEN,
JOHN H. STANDISH.

25 ‘

30



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

