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To all whomy it may cONCern:

"~ Be it known that I, CHARLES E. ITICKS, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid;
ing at Somerville,in the county of Middlesex

and State of Massachusetts, have

“certain new and useful Improvementsin Writ-

| 10

to the aeeompaﬂying

ing-Cases; and Ido hereby declare the follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

enable others
appertains 1o
the same, reference being had
_ _ drawings, and to letters
or figures of reference marked thereon, which

of the invention, such as will
skilled in the art to which 1t
make and use

i ~ form a part of this specification.

" This invention relates to writing-cases,”
so called, composed of a rectangular slab of
wood or other light material, usually provided

~ with a movable top to permit access to the in-

 when in use, laid flat upon

20

way
of the writing-case -may readily be varied,

terior, which is a hollow receptacle to contain

writing materials. In writing-cases of the
above premised class the article is generally,
a table or other

fixture. | .
The object of my inventionis, primarily, to
employ such an attachment that therear edge,
or that opposite to but farthest from the per-
son using said case, is capable of heing ad-

justed in a vertical plane at pleasure. Inthis

the desired slope or angle of inclination

while the attendant advantages, such as ave
derived from an ordinary sloping desk, ac-

. company it.
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‘spective of a writing-case embodying my in- |
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Secondly, my invention consists 1n the me-

chanical arrangement of the several parts
composing the writing-case, which are such
that they may be disengaged from each other
and packed snugly away, more particularly
since this class of writing-cases are much in
use by persons traveling. -

The drawings represent, in Figure 1, a per-
vention. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional eleva-
tion of the case,
4]so.shown partly in section.

In the accompanying drawings, A represents
a table-top or fixture upoL which the writing-
case B as an entirety is to be placed, and by

which it is to be supported when in use. Said
case is composed of a main body or
of any suitable light material,

frame, d,

invented
‘blotting-pad or some

elevated edge of the writing-case,

bloek E, and in this condition

more complete,

the movable support being

as wood, | mounting

leather-board, or analogous substances, pret-
erably rectangular in shape, and made hollow
or recessed at b to contain writing materials.
Access to the latter is had by means of & mov-
able 1id or cover, ¢, exteriorly faced with &
absorbent material.
‘One objection hitherto to writing-cases oi
the above class is that the writing-surface has
been horizontal, inasmuch as the writing-case
has rested flat upon the table or other support,
and as an inclined or sloping surface aftords
oreater facility for writing I have secured to
the rear edge of the case, or that farthest from

| the writer and centrally or thereabout, & me-

tallic plate, D. The upper surface of this lat-
ter is preferably curved to better adapt
support, by aid of two curved pins, d d, also
affixed in said edge at each enc
a, pencils or pens, as may be desired. Fur-
thermore, I have pivotally united this writing-
case at e to a metal bloek, E, which 1s cen-
trally bored and adapted toreceive a vertical
rod, h, upon which it slides. The position of
said blozk is maintained or adjusted by the
aid of a set-screw, . o

To provide a steady support to the rear or
the rod /v 18
mounted in a broad disk or base, C, circular
ot otherwise, said base resting upon the table,
as shown. To render the writing-case pe-
culiarly adapted for travelers, I have screw-
threaded the lower extremity of the rod I,
hence when it is to be packed
may be unserewed and slipped out from the

component parts occupy little or no space.
To render the writing-case as an entirety
I have provided a support, g,
wpon which an inkstand, I, may be remova-
bly hung; butb this arrangement may be omit-
ted, if desired. |
The operation of the apparatus 18 readily
comprehended. T'he individual places the
writing-case betore him upon & table, or wher-
ever he proposes to write, adjusts the frame
o to any desired angle by sliding the block K
up or down upon the rod or post f, and then.

clamps 1t with the set-screw <. |
be confined solely to a

1 do not desire to
writing-case as regards the mechanism for

and adjusting the same, since a

it to

away the latter:

the several
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similar arrangement may be equally applica- |

ble to writing-tablets or employed forartists’
blocks, in which event it would serve as an
casel; or should the block K De pushed up to
the upper extremity of the vertical rod b,

402,244

1. A writing-case composed of the frame or
slab a,with a plane writin g-surface, ¢, and a

- plate, D, combined with the base C, the ver-

tical rod or standard 7, and the block

Which permits the frame ¢ to hang vertically

therefrom, it may then be employed, in con-
nection with a picce of silvered glass, as a
IN1rIor. -

1t is to be understood by the above-de-
seribed mechanism that the angle of inclina-
tion in the writing-case is not produced by a
swinging movement, since I am aware that
many devices have been made in which such
object is
and then swinging up the other. In Iy iu-
vention the rear or haelk edge moves in ver-
tical planes,while the front edge advances to-
ward or retreats from the sn pporting-post in
a horizontal plane.

What I desire to claim 18—

accomplished by hinging one edge

K,
adapted to slide upon the latter and pivotally
united to the writing-case frame «, subystan-

tally for purposes described.

=. The combination, with »a table or other

support, A, a stand composed of a base, (,

and removable rod 7, a slidin g block, E, with
1ts fastening-screw t, of a writing-case, 1,
having curved pins d, and pivotally united
to said block, whereby the rear part can be
raised to change the inelination of sald writ-
Ing-case, substantially as herein specified.
- Intestimony whereof I affix m y signature in
presence of two witnesses, |
CHARLES E. HICKS,

Witnesses:
H. E. LobGE,
Ik, K. Boy~NTOxN.
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