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To «ll whomnv i& maly coteeriv:

Beit knownthat I, THOMAS S, WILES, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Albany,
in the county of Albany, State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Photographic-Plate-Develop-
ing Trayvs, of which the following 1s a speci-
fication, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawings.

This invention has relation to a pan or tray
for the use of photographers and others, the
objectof the invention being to provide a pan
or tray for developing and otherwise manipu-
lating photographic plates.

Other objects and advantages ol the 1n-
vention will appear 1n the iollomnn deserip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will he
particularly pointed out 1n the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 1s :
plan of a tray constructed in accordance with
my invention.
a portion broken away, showing the plate in
position in the tray. FIig. 3 is a bottom view
of a portion of the tray. Fig.4 18 a vertical
section on the line x x of Fig. 2, and Fig. H 18
a plan of one corner of the tray inverted.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in all the figures of the drawings.

A fray constructed in accordance with my
invention is bottomless, and therefore consists
of substantially a frame, A, which constitutes
the sides and ends of the tray, the whole be-
ing formed of hard rubber or other suitable
material.

Within the frame there is formed a flange,
A’, projecting substantially at a right angle
from the walls, the latter being preferably 1n-
clined or flaved. The purpose and object of
the flange A’ are to provide a recess for the
reception of a soft-rubber packing, B, which
extends completely around the bottom ot the
frame and against the inner surfaces of the
walls thereof. |

If desired, the flange A" may terminate sub-
stantially flush with the inner surface of the

packing 13, as shown in IFig. 2; or said flange
nay e\tcnd downw mdl} :;110110 bﬂlﬂ inner sur-
face, as illustrated in Fig. 4. TIn the one con-
qtmctlou there 1s founed a rabbet and in the
other a groove

ing D.
C represents a photographic plate or any

e for the reception of the pack-

Fig. 2 1s a side elevation with
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well-known photographie film-carrier,whether
of glass or other material. The gize of the
tlm' is such as to receive the plate C within
the walls of the tray and below the packing
B. At each corner of the tray a plate-hold-
ing lateh, D, is arranged in such a manner as
to permit of its being placed beneath the
plate to hold it against the packing and with-
in the frame, and to be removed from beneath
the plate to permit of its separation from the
tray.

The plate-holding device may be ot any de-
sired construetion; but in this instance 1t 18
formed of sheet metal and mounted on a
serew, D/, inserted in the corner of the {rame.
As thus desecribed, the serew-heads D’ serve
as feet for the fray to rest upon.

- An extension, D3 of the lateh D 1s in this
instance provided and bent to form a spring-
tongue, which is adapted to bear upon projec-
tions M‘ having a curved outline In cross-
section and for'med one at each corner of the
tray. The projection and spring-tongue ex-
tension D? are relatively constructed and ar-
ranged so that the latter may spring against
the formeyr with sufficient pressure to retain
the lateh D in that positionin which it serves
to hold the plate withiu the tray. A pouring-
lip, A? is formed at one corner of the tray.

This being the construction the use andop-
eration of the invention are as follows: VW hen
it is desired to employ the tray in connection
with a developing-bath, the tray Is inverted
and a plate, after having been exposed, is
p]a(,ed filin side down u p{:m the packing I3 and
is pressed therveon to form aliquid-tight joint
and is retained in contact with the pmlﬂnn
by turning the latches D until they project
upon the 1)1.:1129 The tray is then turned right
sidle up, the developing-bath pouved therein,
and the development of the plate progressed
with until the proper time for washing the

- same, when the developer is poured Ilom the

tray by aid of the lip A% and water is next
infroduced to wash the ne soative, and when
this process has been completed the tray 1s
inverted, the latehes removed from above the
plate, and the plate removed Lor drying, when
another plate may be insarted 1n the tray and
the process repeated.

Having deseribed my inveution, I
claim T
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1. A bottomless tray adapted to receive 4. A Dbottomless tray provided with plate-
within its walls a photographic plate serving retalning devices connected with the tray by 13
as a bottom and provided with swiveled fast- | headed securing devices, whereby the latter
ening devices for retaining the plate remova- | perform the additional function of feet; sub--
~ 5 bly in position, substantially as specified. stantially as specified.

2. A bottomless tray provided with plate- In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
securing devices having extensions adapted | in presence of two witnesses. |
to bear upon the exterior of the walls of the ' -

tray, substantially as specified. B THOMAS S. WILES.
10 3. A bottomless tray provided with corner '

extensions, in combination with plate-secur- Witnesses:

Ing devices extended to form spring-tongues, | DELEVAN PECK,

substantially as specified. | JOHN W, WINE.
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