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2o all whom Lt mMay concern:

Be it known that I, Huco THUM, of Grand

| Raplds, in the county_ of Kent a__nd State of
‘Michigan, have invented a new and useful

Improvementin Methods of Moistening Press-
Oopymﬂ'LeaNes and I do hereby dedare that

the followingisa full, clear, and exact descri ip-

- tion of the same.
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My invention relates to the moistening of

sheets of paper used for press-copying, the
object of the invention being to keep such
sheets In any number uniformly and evenly

‘moistened for any desired length of time.

In processes heretofore used—such as the
“Chadwick "—the sheets are kept moist a
week, but not evenly, as theyare at the maxi-

mum . condltmn of moisture at first, and the
‘moisture decreases to the last, so that as ordi-
‘narily used there isan excess when the moist-
ure is first applied and a lack at the latter
‘end of the interval (usually a week) between

the successive a,pplleatlons of water to the

_ sheets.

My. invention eonmsts, essentmlly, in sup-

_plymﬂ* moisture 1:0 the sheets by means of a
wick, and this I do in the manner hereinafter

descnbed 1 inmay apply water to the loose
sheets or to sheets bound in the form of a

i ~ book. When so bound, each leaf is paraf-

fined or treated with some equivalent water-

. proofing material on the' margin next to the
- binding to prevent the moisture from injur-

ing the binding or wetting the back of the

. .. book, and the moistened sheets are separated

from those which are tobe keptdry by means

. of interposed oiled or paraffined sheets.

- The accompanying drawing is a perspec-

~ tive view of a book with the reservoir and
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~ - or pileof sheets isresting. The desired num-
ber of leaves of the book or a suitable num-
"+ ber of sheets are separated from those which |

" the moisture-conveying wick in position.
© suitable vessel, A, for a reservoir and fill it

In carrying out my invention I take any

with water, to Whmh I add a minute propor-

“ tion of some ant1sept1c to prevent decompo-

sition. This reservoir may be placed below
or on the stand or table on which the book B

are to be kept dry by the interposed water-

» proof leaves C, as explained, Then one end
of the chk D 18 placed in the Wa,ter of the
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| reservoir and the other between the leaves,

preferably near the middle of the number
separated from the others by the water-proof
sheets. Instead of laying the end of the wick
between the leaves, a bibulous cloth or sheet

of bibulous material, which will serve the

55

same purpose, is laid between the leaves, and -

the wick is connected to that in any such man-
ner that the water conveyed by the wick will
be taken up and distributed evenly by the
bibulous sheet throughout the massof leaves.
Manifestly more than one such bibulous sheet

or cloth may be used between different sheets

and connected tothesame wick. The amount
of moisture conveyed may be regulated by
the size of the wick or by raising and lower-
ing the reservoir. - Evaporation of the water
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from the wick may be prevented byinclosing

the wick in arubber or other water-proof tube
from its exit from the reservoir toits entrance
to the book. With thismethoda small quan-

i tity of water will keep a given number of
sheéts (for example, fifty) in the exact condi-

tion of moisture required for months. For
every wet sheet removed for use a dry one
may be added to the wet by shifting the wa-
ter - proof divisional sheet. In this way a
definite number i1s always kept on hand and
these arealwaysand uniformly keptin a moist
condition in every part and to a proper de-
oree.

The a.ntlseptlc is desirable to plevent the
generation of microscopic plants or animal-
oulse, which would obstruct the wick, and it
also keeps the sheets from molding.

I claim as my invention—

1. The method of preparing 2 quantity of
sheets of press-copyingpaper foruse by moist-

| ening the same, consisting in placing and sup-
portin o oneend of a wick in direct connection
~with the sheets, the other end of said wick
extending toand beinglocated and supported

In & reservolr, the S&Id wick remalning in per-
manent contact with the entire numbel of
sheets desired to be prepared to cause com-
plete and proper saturation thereot, substan-
tially as described. -

2. The method of preparing sheets of press-
copying paper for use by moistening, consist-
ing in separating the desired number of sheets
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from the entire number by means of oils
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boards, then placing and supporting one end | reservoir containing water having an anti- 1o
of a wick in direet connection with and by | septic therein, substantially as deseribed.
said sheets, the other end of which extends Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
Into a reservolr, substantially as deseribed. to this specification in the presence of two sub-

s 3. Themethodof preparingsheets of press- | scribing witnesses.
copying paper by moistening the same, con- IHUGO TITUM,
sisting 1in placing and supporting one end of Witnesses:
a wick 1n direct connection with said sheets, IFREDERICK LLOETTGERT,
the other end of said wick extending into a DAVID SCHOENFELD.
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