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- To all whmn A7 ;«'m‘w/ COTLCeTTL:
Be it known that I, JaAMES II. MURDOGK of

‘Woodstock, in the (,ounty of Windsor, State

of Vermont have invented a certain new and
useful Implovement in Invalid - Lifters, of

- which the following is a description &ufﬁ-

:j 'i:;fl_ :-_ 10

ciently full, clear, ;md' exact toenable any per-
‘son skilled in the art or science to which. said
Invention appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, f011111110 part of this specifica~

~ 0 tion,in which the ﬁgure is a perspective view

representing my apparatus in use, a portion

of the eabinet-_being shown as broken away.
- My invention relates especially to appara-

“tus for lifting and supporting invalids from

the beds while changing the bedeclothing, &e.;

- and it consists in- celtam novel features, as
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hereinafter fully set forth and claimed, the
object being to. produce a simpler, chea,pel
and more eﬂfectwe device of this character
than is now in ordinary use.

The nature and operation of the ll'npl()VP-'
ment will be readily understood by all con-

versant with sach mattels trom the following

| explanatlon

In the drawiﬁ A 1ep1 esents the 11&1111110(,1{

~and B the e&bmet

The cabinet B conqx_sts of a ver tlcally—al-

, ranged rectangular box disposed against the

parﬁtmn of the room, preferably 0pp051te the

foot of the bed D. A pulley, «, is journaled
centrally in the top of the cabinet on a trans-

versely-arranged rod,z. In thelower portion

of the cabinet, and at a convenient height
from the floor, is journaled a shaft, 7, carry-

. ing a drum, v, said shaft being plowded at
- one end outside said cabinet with a crank, b,

-: ~and ratchet-wheel d. A retaining-pawl, m, is

40--1)1v0ted to the side of the cabinet in posmon

" to engage the teeth.of said ratchet.

 or similar material su
port the weight of a person.

s

The hammoek A is composed of canvas
ficiently strong to sup-
Ropes g are se-
cured to ad;;a,eent corners of the hammock

by means of hooks ¢ passing through eyes

formed in said hammock to receive them, the
opposite ends of - said ropes being provided

S with loops adapted to receive hooks h, secured

in the partition of the room opposite the cabi-
- net and 1)1efel ably dmpmed about four feet
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| apart.

(No model.)

Ropes L9 are knotted together at %,
and have their free endspr ovided with hooks
t. The hooks ¢ of the ropes 7 are inserted in
eyes formed in the corners of the foot of the
hammock, and the hooks of the ropes 2 in

similar eyes formed in the edges of said ham-

mock at a suitable distance from the foot to
sustain 1t 1n a horizontal position when in
use. A rope, P, is secured by one end to the

‘knot & and passes into the top of the cabinet

over the pulley «, and thence downward onto
the drum 2, to W]llCh it is secured.

In the use of my improvement the hammock
18 disconnected from the ropes g ¢ 5 and

placed under the patient, it preferably being

disposed below the under sheet of the bed
and designed to remain there permanently.
The bed being placed in a direct line between
the hooks A and cabinet B, when it is desired

to raise the patient, the hooks ¢ of the ropes

g ©jare inserted in the proper eyes of the ham-
mock and the crank 6 turned, thereby wind-
ing the rope p onto the drum v and steadily

raising the hammock to any required height,
the pawl m sustaining it in position in a man-
ner that will-be 1ead11y understood by all

conversant with such matters without a more

explicit description. The bed can be readily
moved from under the hammock for the pur-
pose of airing the same or changing the cloth-
ing. By dlscomleetmﬂ the hooks ¢ of the
ropes § from their eyes at the foot of the
hammock the feet of the patient may be al-
lowed to drop, the leg bending at the knee,
when, by lowering the hammock by means of
the crank b, the patlent may be easily depos-
ited in a chair placed to receive him,

Having thus explained my invention, what
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. The combination, with a hammock pro-

wded with a set of eyes at its head end, of a set
of eyes at its foot end, and an mtelmedmte

set of eyes at its opposﬂze edges disposed
about a chair height distance from the foot
end, supportmmmpes engaging the eyes at
the head end, four suPpmtmﬂ-wpes united
at their outel ends, one. pair thereof being

connected at their inner ends with said mtel- |

mediate eyes and the other pair being detach-
ably connected at their inner ends with the
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toot-eyes, a winding-rope connected to the
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four supporting - ropes, and a windlass on
which the winding-rope is wound for raising
or lowering the hammock, substantially as de-
sceribed. |

2. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, the combination of the cabinet B,
provided with the pulley «, the shaft f, jour-
naled in sald cabinet and provided with the
drum v, handle b, and ratchet d, the retain-
ing-pawl m, the hammock A, the hooks £, the
ropes ¢, having the hooks 7, and adapted to
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" connect the head of said hammock with the

hooks h, the foot-ropes ¢ 7, provided with
hooks ¢, and knotted at k, and the rope p, con-

necting said foot-ropes with the drum v, all 5

being arranged to operate substantially as
specified.

JAMES H. MURDOCK.

Witnesses:
J. R. MURDOCK,
W. D. HEATH.
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