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To all welvoty it ay coneceriv.

Be it known that I, MAURICE W. W HITE,
of Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Tail - Piece IFasteners for Stringed Instru-
ments, of which the following deseription, 1n
connection with the accompanying drawings,
is a specification, like letters on the drawings
representing lilkke parts.

This invention has forits object to provide
a novel fastener for the tail-pieces of violins
and other stringed instruments, and also to

provide a suitable support for a chin-rest, |

which shall be free from contact with any of
the vibratory portions or parts of the instru-
ment. |
In accordance with thisinvention the usual
butt-block, through which the peg passes, 18
formed integral with a block which serves as
the chin-rest support. A hole 15 formed
through the one-piece chin-rest support and
butt-block, and two grooves arve formecd there-
in. Asuitable cord or string is passed through
holes formed in the tail-piece, the free ends
of which are then passed through the hole
formed through the chin-rest support and
butt-block. A pin is pressed into the hole

block, which holds the free ends of the string
or cord firmly in place in the grooves. The
ends of the string or cord will be knotted.

Figure 1 shows in plan view a tail-piece

fastener embodying this invention; Ifig. 2, a

vertical section of the deviee shown in IFig. 1,
taken on the dotted line x «; and Ing. 3, an
end view of the device shown n IFig. 1.

The bhutt-block ¢, of usual shape and size,

has formed integral with it a block, 0, which

serves as a chin-rest support, as well as the
abutment over which the tail-piece string or
cord passes, A groove or passage, as 2,18
formed throngh the blocks a b, which receives

the material of the body of theinstrument, so

that the block « will be contained within the
instrument and the Dlock O exposed. 1

tail-piece ¢ is cut away upon its under side,
as af 3, (see IMig. 2 and dotted lines, Ifig. 1,)
and two holes are formed in the fail-piece, ex-
tending from the lower end therecof into the

.

opening o.

The free onds 6 7 of the cord or

| held.

formed in the chin-rest support and butt-

string (see dotted line, Irig. 1) are passed
through the holes in the tail-piece, forming a

loop - like end, by which the tail - piece 1s
The free ends 6 7 arve then carried over
the top of the chin-rest support or block b,
entering a slotted or cut-away portion, s,
thereof, and thence passed through a hole
formed through the blocks D «, as best shown
in Fig. 2. The ends of the string or cord are
knotted. A pin, d, is pressed into the hole
formed through the chin-rest support or block
b and the butt-block «, which holds the ends
of the string or cord firmily in grooves formed
within the blocks communicating with the
hole, thereby preventing the said string or
cord from slipping or being withdrawn, even
when very considerable strain is put upon 1t.

The block b is made sufficiently high, so that

the string or cord passing overitwillnot come
in contact with the body of the instrument, to
thereby in any way affect its vibratory action.
The chin-rest, which is shown as a flat plate,

‘¢, is seeured by screws or other suitable fast-

enings to the top of the chin-rest support O
but it is obvious that the same may be omit-
ted, if desired. |

It will he seen that by the construction
herein shown the body of the instrument is
frec from contact with anything tending to
affect its vibratory action.

It has heretofore been customary to loop
the string or cord over a peg and to attachits
free ends to the tail-piece; but with this old
form the tail-piece oftentimes becomes de-
tached, while with the present device the free
ends are attached to the butt-block, the tail-
piece being held by the looped end; and, fur-
thermore, the peg d serves as an additional
fastening, so that there will be very little lia-
bility of the string or cord being withdrawn.

It is obvious that the peculiar fastening
herein shown may be applied to old instru-
ments by simply grooving the butt-block a
and placing the free ends of the tail-piece
string in the grooves and the looped end In
the tail-picce.

I elaim— |

1, The butt-block a and block b, formed 1n
one piece and having the hole through it, and
the grooves, as described, combined with the
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pin ¢ and the tail-piece string or cord, as and
f01 the purpose set forth.

. The butt-block @ and chin-rest support
or bloek b, said block b extending upward
above the lev‘el of the body of the 1nstrum ent,
combined with the ta11—p1eee string or emd
drawing over the top of the said block b, free

from contaet with the body of the instr ument |

and the fastening for the said tail-piece strmﬂ
or cord, substa,nmally as described.

3. The butt-block a and chin-rest suppmt
or block b and the tail-piece string or cord,
combined with the tail-piece hmfmﬂ* an open-
ing, 3, and two holes through which the tail-
plece stunb or cord chSqu substantially as
described.

" 4. The butt-bloek « aml block b and tail-
piece ¢, combined with the tail-piece string
or cord, the free ends of which form a connec-

20 tion with the block b and the looped end with |

the tail-piece, substantially as desecribed.
5. The butt-block a, the block b, extending

402,118

upward above the level of the body of the in-.

strument and over which the tail-piece string
or cord passes, sald Dblocks having a hole
formed therethrough, and grooves which re-
ceive the ends of the tall-plece string or cord,

and the pin d, combined with the ehm—leqt_

support e, all Substantlally as described.

6. A fastener for the tail-pieces of stringed
instruments, it consisting of the butt-block «,
having a hole through it and grooved, as
shown, the string or cord, the looped end of
which i1s connected with the tail-piece and
the free ends of which enter the grooves in
the butt-block, and the pin d, substantmlly
as described.

In testimony whereof I havesign edm yname
to this specification in the presence of two sub-

seribing Wltnesses
MAURICE W. WHITE.
Witnesses: |
BERNICE J. NOYES,

HowARD I, EATON.
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