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- To all whom it may concern:

—

PaTENT OFFICE.

LI PRI Y R

'GEORGE B. MCALLISTER,; OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

'~ LETTER-BOX FOR STREET-CARS.

SPECIFICATION forming 'pa,rt"of Letters Patent No.'4I02_,028, dated April 23, 1889.

| Applica,ﬁﬂn filed Novemb'er 24,1888, .S.érial No, 291,752.
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(No model.)

Beit known that I, GEORGE B. MCALLISTER,

L @ citizen of the United States, residing at Bal-

timore, in the State of Mmyland ‘have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Letter-Receptacles for Street-Cars; and I

~+ do hereby declare the following to be a full,
~clear, and exact description of. the invention,

S sueh as will enable others skilled in the alt
I:. 10O

to which 1t appeittams to make and use the

- same.

My mventlon relates to 1mprovements in

- receptacles for letters, papers, packages, &e.;

and the invention consmts, first, in a weather-

proof I'eceptaele the mouth of W]llCh isadapted

to receive the letters, &c., to be mailed by sim-

L ply dropping them 111t0 the 1eeeptacle from
., - the outside of the car while it is in motion,

AR

30

- thus obviating the use of the ordinar y meeh—
-amsm of a mouth -covering., =

The invention also consmis In an attaeh—

ment to letter-receptacles on the exterior of a
street -car or other vehicle, whereby it is

adapted to convenient, safe, and effective nse
while the car is in metlon and the invention

further consists in the novel detalls of con-

- struction and combinations of the several

- parts, as will be hereinafter more particularly

described, and spemﬁeall} pomted out m the
clalms |

In the accompanymﬂ' dmwmﬁs, to. Wthh

- reference is had, and which fully illustrate
~ my invention, Flﬂ'ure 1 18 a perspective

. ° removed, showing the intersecting strips con-
| ;'nected too'ethel by means of a 10d Fig. 4 18
~an inner side perspective view of one sule of

-ﬁ'-:' 50 showing the beveled edges of the StllDS, a de-~

-clined strips.

view of my 1mp10ver1 receptacle and chute.
a view of one of a series of in-
ehned conveyer-strips of the chute, showmn*_'

Fig. 2 is

in dotted lines the course .taken by the rain-

drip when broken by its gravity on the bev-

eled or fine edgé of the strip. Fig. 3 is aplan
or top view of the receptacle, t11e top being

the receptacleand chute,showing the vertical
oroove _for. pleventmﬂ 1116 flow of the rain-
_d11p beyond ‘the groove.  Fig. 5 is a trans-
verse section showmﬂ‘ the mterseetnw and in-
Figs. 6 and 7 are detall v1ews
of the inclined Stllps ‘the latter, Fig. 7,

telmmed number of the strips being shown
higher than the othels
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thereto.

former.

vation of a carhavingmy imfe'n_tion connected
Figs. 9 and 10 are perspective views
of the attachment or guide on the exterior of

the car running to the mouth of the chute,

the latter figure being a modification of the
Figs. 11 and 12 are modifications of
the chute and receptacle.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts throucrhout the several figures.
Referring to the dr: awings, A deswnates my
improved- receptacle, which may consist of

any proper construction and material, having
its top covered or closed, substantially as

shown in the drawings. Extended from one
side of the receptacle is a chute or way, 1,
having an inclined bottom and opening into

thereceptacle through its open inner end, and

at the outer end of the chute 1 1s a mouth-

piece 2, arranged substantially vertical, hav-

ing an opening, 3, through which the letters,
&c., are dep051tec1 ﬁndmn‘ their way down
tluouﬂh the chute into the receptacle. The
opening 3 may be made to suit the purposes

of recelving a limited-size letter, package, or
other matter by inserting pieces 4 1n the

sides, substantially as shown. These pieces
4 also serve to direct the mailed matter cen-
trally through the chute and prevent such

matter from lodging against the vertical sides

of the chute.

To carry the mail-matter through the chute

and deliver it free from water contact, 1
arrange in the chute false bottoms 5 6.

These preferably consist of a number of thin

bars or plates the meeting ends of which are
intersected, as at 7, and supported on a bar,
S, substanti ally as Shown in Figs. 5, 11, and
12 of the drawings. The upper edﬂ es of
the bars or strips composing these falsé bot-
toms are beveled to an edge, as shown at 9,

and in order that ways may be formed in the

false bottoms the upper edges of certain of

95
as shown at 10 in Fig. 7 of the drawingsi-

the bars are made higher than the others

The false bottoms & and 6 are arranged at
different angles of incline, asshown, in order
that the upper one may serve to speedily and
readily carry off whatever water from rains

or other sources may find - its way into the
mouth-piece, from whence it trickles down on
the slats of the bottom 5, and that which fails.
Fig. 81 IS a side ele- | to fall through the inter stlee% of the false
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ceptacle, .

oo In

beveled edges of : the false bottoms a very |
small surface is exposed  to the rain, and that |
finding: its: way to the inside is carried down |
on the sides of the strips forming the false |

of the strips. - "l'o: prevent rain from finding |

1ts way down into the receptaclie by running: |

shown 1In both figures being formed as here-
tofore deseribed.

In Kig. 11 the false bottom rests upon an
inclined piece. The front of the casing is
open and exposed to the inclined piece and
constitutes an opening for a door of the re-
ceptacle. The ledge, together with the bot-
tom of the receptacle, forms a shelf for the
reception of large packages.

In Iig. 12 the receptacle is completely in-
closed 1n front, as shown, having an opening
for a hinged or sliding door running beneath
the chute. A shelf or conductor serves to
conduct rain-drip to a slot, a, in front of the
casing at or near 1ts inner end, and has an
upward turn to protect the receptacle A from
rain-drips falling from the strips of the first
of the intersecting planes.

In Figs. 8 and 9 the mouth of the chute is
let through the wall of acar, as at 14, and com-
municates with the receptacle arranged be-
neath the car-seat.

Secured upon the side and exterior of the

car at right angles to the same, and running

horizontally across the mouth of the chute, is
a shelf-strip, 15, provided with a railing, 10,
secured to the outeror free edge thereof, and
running parallel therewith, terminating at a
suitable point in front of the mouth of the
chute, whereby mail-matter to be deposited

free from moisture, and over :which the let- |
ters: find their way into the receptacle. The |

somewhat above the entrance to the mainre-
and: projects into the receptacle: to |
carry the letters ‘into the box, . and the lower |

the  receptacle, as ‘shown in Fig. 1 of the |
- drawings, in order that the drippings of rain |
. may find their way into a drip-trough, 12, se- |
cured to the side of the chute, as shown in |

409,028

| tainty to the entrance of the beveled.opening,

| where it drops . down: the: chute to the recep-

The bottom 18 of the receptacle 1
substantially as shown, and on the bottom are
arranged a series of strips, 19, having their
edges beveled similar to the edges in the in-
clined false bottoms, the object being to fa-
cilitate the motion of the letters toward the
door of the receptacle or to permit them {o be
more readily removed, as affording a ready
and convenient manipulation by the party
withdrawing them. The beveled strip shown
in IFig. 2 runs entirely to the rim of the re-
ceptacle, and its edge may be formed with
notehes b, to prevent the rain-drip from com-
ing down the strip farther than the notches.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a letterreceptacle
or box arranged in the car with its receiv-
ing-opening in the opening of the car, of a
cuide plate or rib secured to the side of the
car and arranged parallel therewith, and pro-
vided with a guide-bar on its-outer edge,sub-
stantially as described. -

2. The combination, with a letter-receptacle
arranged in the car with its receiving-open-
ing in said openingof the car, of a guide plate
or rib secured horizontally on the side of the

car, and provided with guides to direct the

packages in the opening of the car, substan-

| tially as desecribed.

|
-
|
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N R 8 The eombumtwn in a letter 1ecepteele
R _'formed with an 111011ued chute opening there-
o in, of the false bottoms ar ranged at different
0 angles of incline and eonsmtmﬂ of thin strips
havmﬂ‘ their meeting ends mteleeetmg, sub- -

o o speelﬁed

| _:Sa,ld chute on di

i 4. The conlblnatlon in a 1etter—1eeeptaele
. of false bottoms ar mne:ed at different angles |
| of incline and. conelstmg of thin strips hzw—.
‘. ing their meeting ends intersecting and sup-
-~ ported on a common bearing ,subetantmlly as |
o ~described. -~

- 8. The - lettel-leeeptacle herein desecribed,

-.eomposed of the receptacle A, inclined ehu’ref
1, mouth - piece 2, partially covered by the

pieces 4, and the false bottoms arranged in

Stantlally as deserlbed s
6. In-a letter-receptacle, the 1nel111ed f&lse

-bottoms composed of ‘thin strips formed with
beveled uppe1 edees substantlally as de-

Senbed L
7. A lettel—l e._e Jtacle formed with a ehute,

S _'ems’rlucted as described, leading into the
- main reeeptaele, and plowded with vertical
-stop-pieces on the inner surface of the sides

S o “of the chute, whereby rain-drip.is prevented
30 f1 om entelmﬂ' the recep‘r.:tele

Terent melmes and eensmt—-
ing of strips ha,vmﬂ' beveled upper ed ges, sub-

AN stantmllv as de%rlbed &md for the pmpose' |

8. The eombm&twn with a letter box or re-
eept&de A,of a 1etter-ehute 1 2 3, constructesl

.a8 herein deeembed thatis of two sections ar-
ranged at different angles of inclination, and
.11101111ed bottom arranged to stop short of the

receptacle, substantially as set forth.

9. The combination, with the 1eeeptaele A,
constructed as deeeubed having an melmed
‘Dbottom, 18, of a series of beveled slats ar-

ranged on the bottom of the receptacle, as

herein shown and specified.
10. T'he herein-described device, eomposed-
| of a receptacle, A, a chute leading therein,

and a nlouth-pleee opening into the ehute

false bottom in the chute arranged at dlffel—

ent angles of inclination, and a bottom in the
receptaele composed of stmps all as specified.

11. In a letter-receptacle, the combination
of the false bottom 5 6, composed of strips
having beveled upper edﬂ'es formed with

'notches substantially as descnbed and for

the purpose specified.
In testimony whereof I affix my mgnatuw in
presence of two witnesses.

'GEORGE B. MCALLISTER.
, ‘Vit'nes_ses:.

KEUGENE M. MERRICK,
N. DUMONT. |
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