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- To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, PAUL FRANTZEN, a

‘resident of Chicago, in the county of Cook

and State of Illmms have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Buckles or

Clasps, of which I dodeclare the following to

be a full, clear, and exact description, refer-
ence bemw had to the accompanying draw-
ings, formmg part of thisspecification.

My present invention has relation more
particularly to the improvement of that class
of buckles or clasps designed for use upon

- suspenders, belts, bleeve-suppor ters, and like
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articles of wearing-apparel, although it will
be readily understood that 1t 1S a,ppheable
also to avariety of other uses in which buckles
or clasps are commonly employed.

The object of my invention is to provide a

'51mple cheap, and durable clasp or buckle

the members of which can be readily clasped
or disconnected, which will oceupy but very
little space, and in which the parts or mem-
bers, when connected together, will be se-
curely retained against aceldental displace-
ment. ~

To this end my invention consists in the
novel features of construction hereinafter de-
scribed, illustrated in the accompanying

'dra,wmn*s and particularly pointed out inthe

claim at the end of this specification.
Figure 11is a view in elevation of a clasp or
buekle embodying my invention, the buckle

- being shown as applied in eonne(_,tmn with

the stmps of a pair of suspenders. Fig. 2
18 a view 1n central vertical section on line
xx of Kig. 1. Xig. 3 is a view similar to Fig.
2, but showing the male and female members

- disconnected. Fig. 4 is a view in transverse
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formed integral therewith, these fl

section on line y ¥ of Fig. 1.

A designates one member of my 1mp1 oved
clasp or ‘buckle, which is preferably formed
of sheet metal and 1s prowded with suitable
means—as, for example, a loop, B—whereby
it may be united to the article in connection
with which it is to be used. This member A
18 provided with side flanges, ’ preterably
anges being
bent up from the body of metal at 110'1113 an-
gles thereto. At the lower or outer end of

-50 the member A is the shoulder or offsel «’,

that will by preference be formed in one piece
with the main body of the metal by turning
over a portion of the end of the plate from
which the body is formed, as seen more par-
ticularly in Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings.
Through the flanges a of the member A
passes the pivot-rod C, whereon is mounted
the retaining-plate D, this plate being pro-
vided with lugs d, through which the pivot-
rod C passes. If desired, the pivot-rod C may
be dispensed with and the lugs d may be
passed through suitable holes in the flanges
a to serve as pivots whereon the plate D can
rock. Between the flanges ¢, and suitably
fixed to the back of the member A, is the
spring K, the free end of which bears upon
the upper or inner end of the retaining-plate
D, causing the opposite end of ﬂnq plate to
be forced inwar d, as shown. |

It will be 1ecmdlly understood tha,t if de-
sired, the spring E may be fixed to thelet&m—
ing-plate" D instead of to the member A, and
30 also a colled or other form of springmight
be used instead of the spring-plate shown.
The member ¥, which co-operates with the
member A,is provided withsuitable means—

as, for example, a loop, f—whereby 1t may be

united to the articlein connection with which
1t 1s to be employed. In this member F is
formed a seat or opening, /7, of a Slze adapted

to receive the shoulder or offset ¢’ upon the

inner side of the member A, and by prefer-
ence also this member I is provided with

stop-shoulders 7%, adapted to abut against the

flanges @ of the member A, and thus more
securely guard againstany lateral movement
of the members when connected together.
The upper or free end of the member F is
preferably beveled, as shown, in order to
permit it to be more readily inserted between
the shoulder or offset ¢’ and the lower or

outer end of the retaining-plate D, and by

preterence such end of the plate D is up-
turned, as shown.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that if the parts be assumed to be in
the disconnected position shown in Fig. 3
they can bereadily united together by merely
inserting the member F bhetween the offset
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- displacement.

placement.

strong spring;

- the spirit of the invention.

- A until the shoulders f* of the member F |
~abut against the ends of the flanges « and
‘the seat or opening f’ is opposite the offset
o/, when the lower end of the retaining-plate
D, being pressed downwardly by the spring:
- K, will foree the member If over the shoulder
. or offset ¢’ and will retain this member I in
. such position against danger of accidental:
When it is desired to discon-
nect the members A and F, it is only neces-
sary {o depress the upper or inner end of the
retaining-plate D against the. force of the |
spring K, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 3,
thereby lifting the opposite end of the re-
faining-plate out of contact with the member |
- I and permitting such member to .1'eadi1y-
- slip from off the shoulder or offset «
~ thus employing a pivoted retainin ﬂ*—plater
forced mmwardly by a spring, as shown,l am
-enabled, without making a very thick bnekle,_ |
to use a:sh:ouldrer or offset, a’, of suelh size as |
to hold the member If without danger of dis-
S0, also, the employment of this
pivoted retaining-plate enables me to use a |
E, while providing means for
a 1ea.dy compression of this. Spl‘lll“‘ to penmh
the separation of the parts. |
-1t will be readily under stood that the pre-
- cisedetalls of construction above

~T'hus, for ex-

L ample, a shoulder or offset may be used upon

the member I 1nstead of the opening f’, and

~1n such case an opening similar to the open-

ploving

By |

set out may |
be varied somewhat without departing from:

401,880

ing /" mdy be used instead of the shoulder or
offset o, _
be pr ovided with a shoulder or offset adapted
to ride above and engage with the shoulder
or offset o/, in which case the opening f"may -
40
‘a spring separate from the retaining-
plate D, such spring may be formed in piece
with or as a part of said plate, the object
being to renderthis plate a spring-actuating
ﬁplate', so that i1ts free end shall retdin the op-

or, if desired, the member I may

be “:disp(,nsed with. So, also, instead of em-
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posite member ammst acudental dlsplaee-

~ment. |
Havmw thus deseribed my inventi 0n what T
claim as new, and desire to secure. by Letters
A buckle or Cla‘;'.p one member Whereof -
| -compmcses a plate, A, having at its sides the
flanges q, and having at its lower or outerend
a %houlder a’,in combmatlon witha retaining-
plate, D, pwoted to and extending betwfeen
the ﬂan'ﬂ'es a to form the back of the'buckle R
or claSp, and llawnfr its free end extending
over the shoulder ¢/, a spring, E, at the upper
~end of the said 1etal11mﬂ’-plate, anda member,
' F, consisting of a plate of a size to fit be-
| tween the ﬂanﬂ'es d, and having an eye or
seat at a distance from its free end fo en-
gage with the shoulder o’ of the mt,mbel A
%ubstantlally as described. i
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