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To all whom tt may coneceri:

Be it known that we, JOSEPH (. VW HITTIER
and WiLLiaM E. E. HERRON, of Attica,1in the
county of Fountain and State of Indiana, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Claspsand Clip-Plates for Shoes and
Overshoes; and we do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be afull, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

Our invention relates to an improvement in
clasps for shoes and similar uses, the object
being to provide a simple, cheap, reliable, and
convenient device which may be attached to
a shoe-flap or latching-strap, and that will af-

ford a reasonable range of adjustment to se-

cure the shoe or overshoe upon thefoot of the
wearer.

With these objects in view our invention
consists in certain features of construction
and combinations of parts,whicb will bemore
fully explained in the annexed specification
and pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, making a part
of this specification, Figure 1 represents a
perspective. view of the device in position on
a shoe. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the preferred
form of clasp and clip-plate. Fig. 3 is a sec-
tional view of the preferred form of clasp and
clip-plate. Figs.4 and 5 are views of these
parts separated toshow preferred form of con-
struction. Fig. 6 is a modified form of lock-
ing clasp-plate and clip-plate. Fig. 7 s an-
other modified form of clip-plate. ..

A is an oblong sheet-metal plate having a
raised flanged edge, o’, that is designed to

‘stiffen the same, and also for another purpose,

which will be explained.

The body of the plate A is notched inwardly
from one edge, as at ¢ a, &e. These notches
are made at spaced intervals, and any suitable

~ number may be provided. The notches are

50

extended at right angles to afford locking-
notches a?, that are in a line parallel to the
side edges of the clasp-plate, which latter is
bent into arch form, with the flanged edge o’
projecting from the convex side of the arch
to afford a smooth surface on the lower side,
which is designed to bear on the shoe when
the clasp is adjusted in secured position to

retain the shoe in place. Each slot or notch
a is of equal width, which is sufficient in size
to receive readily the shank of the stud or
button C. (Shown in Fig. 1 and in interlocked
position in Fig. 3.)

B represents a clip-plate, it consisting, as

shown.in Figs. 2, 3, and 4, of a strip of sheetl
metal, preferably larger at one end than at
the other, and doubled over, as shown, to form
the parts 1 and 2 and the loop ¢’ at the bend.
The end 2 is adapted to be inserted through
the slot d of the clasp, the loop ¢’ holding the
bar at the end of the clasp, thus constituting
a kind of hinge-joint. Rivet-holes ¢ are
formed in line with each other in the ends 1

and 2, and when the clip-plate is placed over

an edge of the shoe-flap arivetisinserted and
upset in the usual manner to hold the clip

rmly upon the fiap.
In the modification shown in Fig. 6, A rep-
resents the clasp, and B the clip plate. The

latter is bent around the end of clasp A to
form a hinge-joint, and from this point it 13
bent in a curved line, preferably, to point i,
where a decided upward bend is formed, the
plate terminating in a spring-lip, ¢. "The
body of the clip-plate is provided with an
elongated slot, p, and the lip ¢’ extends yield-
ingly over this slot. The slot receives the
shank of button S, which latter is riveted to
one of the flaps of the shoe. The spring-lip
by bearing against the button admits of a
vielding motion, so that after the clasp A is
fastened over a button on the other flap in the
usual way the parts are not perfectly rigid,
but give slightly with the motions of the mus-
cles of the wearer’s foot in walking. This
plate is thus yieldingly riveted to the flap and
has a sliding movement.

In Fig.7 a modified form of clasp 1s shown,
which consists of a series of spaced pear-
shaped perforations, e, made in the clasp-plate
A, which are so proportioned in diameter of

the larger and smaller ends of these closed

slots that the head of the stud or button C
may be inserted through the larger diameter,
which is nearest the hinged end of the clasp-

plate, and admit the narrow neck of the but-

ton within the contracted portion of the ovate

‘slots e, thus locking the stud and plate to-

cether, the raised flange o’ of the clasp-plate
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A being available as a gripping-surface, as
has been before explained.

It is evident that several different ways of
applying the clasp may be provided whereby
1t will be adapted to hold securely a shoe or
overshoe on the foot of a wearer, and, further,
that the clasp may be bent into analogous
form out of wire of proper gage. The device
may be plated with silver, nickel, be bronzed
or japanned, or the clasps may be cut from
sheet-brass polished and lacquered to give
them a finish, as may be preferred.

Other slight changes might be made in de-
talls of construction of the device—as, for in-

stance, a sheet-metal or wire hook may be
substituted for the stud or button, or the form-

of the clip-plate may be altered, without ‘de-

hence we do not wish to limit ourselves to the

exact forms herein shown; but, -

Having fully described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is— | |

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
the fastener for overshoes, consisting of a clip-

- plate adapted to be secured to the shoe and a

401,808

ing an upwardly-turned flange atits sides and

~outer end, and a series of slots shaped to re-

celve a button attached to the shoe, substan-

tially as set forth. o
2. The combination,with the clip-plate hav-

ing asliding engagement with a button-shank,

of a clasp-plate provided with a flanged rim
bent integrally thereon and a series of slots
or perforations cut in the clasp-plate that.in-
terlock with a stud or button shank, substan-

tially as set forth. - .
5. The combination, with the slotted clip-

plate having asliding engagement with a but-
ton-shank, of a flanged clasp-plate perforated
or notched at spaced intervals and a stud or

‘button which is adapted to .be secured to a _
shoe, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof we have signed this
Specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses. | |

- JOSEPH G. WHITTIER.
WILLIAM E. E. HERRON.
Witnesses: .
THOMAS M. POWELL,
PETER ABERG. |

| elasp-platé hinged to the clip-plate and hav-
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