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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, JaMes D. WILTFONG, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Hyde, in the county of Washington
and State of Colorado, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Track-Lift-
ers; and I do hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enableothersskilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and toletters or figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. | |

This invention relates to that class of de-
vices known as “track-lifters” and designed
for lifting the rails and ties of a section of
track for tamping, &ec. |

The objeci of this invention is to avoid a
multiplicity of parts in the construction of a
cheap and durable tool of thischaracter. The
invention consists in novel features of con-
struction and combinations, to be described
hereinafter. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118
a perspeclive view of a track-lifter embody-

ing my invention. Fig.2 1is a vertical sec-

tion showing the construction and operation
of the spring-pawl. Fig. 3 is a,rear eleva-
tion of the lever and its spring-pawl.

The base or shoe A is a flat rectangular
piece slightly tapered toward the front to ad-
mit of its being the more easily thrust beneath
a rail, and provided about midway of its
length with two upwardly-projecting Wwings,

A’, arranged parallel with each other and

provided with circular openings forming bear-
ings for the fulerum-bolt B of the lever C.
The tops of these wings are segmental, the
arc being drawn from the center of the bear-
ing of the fulerum-bolt B, and are provided
with rearwardly-inelined teeth o', to engage
the end of a spring-pawl, ¢, secured to the ie-
ver C. - o

The lever C has practically the general form |

of an ordinary claw-bar, and is provided just
above the toe with an opening, in which the
fulerum-bolt B is fitted, a plate-spring, ¢’, be-
ing secured at its upper end to the shank of
the lever at a proper distance above the up-

per edges of the wings A’, the lower end of |

—

tending outwardly from the lever.

said spring being secured to the outer face of
the pawl ¢. This pawl is of V shape, the up-
per ends thereof rising past the upper end of
the spring ¢/, and being turned outward to
form footholds ¢® on either side of the lever,
and the lower end 1s extended at the center

to play between the wings A’ and prevent ac-

cidental displacement. o

Owing to the peculiar form and arrange-
ment of the pawlit will sustain heavy weights
though constructed of a comparatively light
plate of metal, as it is not pivoted on a pin,
but is held flat against the face of the shank
of lever C by its supporting-spring.

I prefer to construct the shoe A and its
wings A’ in a single piece or casting of malle-
able iron and to form the lever of two sec-
tions connected together by a slip-joint, as
shown. The rear end of the shoe 18 provided
with a bail, to afford facility for handling and
for drawing or moving from place to place.

T claim— - '

1. The combination, substantially as de-
seribed, of the shoe provided with wings hav-
ing toothed segments on their upper edges, a
lever fulerumed between said wings, and a
spring-pawl secured to the shank of the lever
to engage the teeth of the segments.

2. The combination, substantially as de-
seribed, of the shoe provided with wings hav-
ing toothed segments on their upper edges, a
lever fulerumed between sald wings, a spring
secured at its upper end to the shank of the
lever, and a pawl secured to the lower end of
the spring. | - '

3. The combination, substantially as de-
scribed, of the shoe provided with wings hav-
ing toothed segments on their upper edges, a
lever fulecrumed between said wings, a Spring
secured at its upper end to the shank of the
lever, and a V-shaped pawl secured at its
lower end to the lower end of the spring and
provided at its upper end with footholds ex-

In testimony whereof I af
presence of two witnesses.

JAMES D. WILTFONG.

Witnesses:
- N. M. G. USTICK,
0. M. GOLDSBERRY.

x mysignature in
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