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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ARTHUR WILZIN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

POCKET~-KNIFE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 401,093, dated April 9, 1889.
Application filed August 21, 1888, Serial No.- 283,358, (No model.)

Lo all whom it may concern.: |
Be 1t known that I, ARTHUR WILZIN, of the

9ity, county, and State of New York, have |
Imvented a new and Improved Pocket-IKnife, |
of which the following is a full, clear, and |

exact deseription.

This invention relates to pocket-knives,and

has for its object to provide a pocket-knife
by means of which the blades may be moved
Into position to beseized by the fingers, there-
by permitting them to be readily opened and
avoiding breaking of the finger-nails. Pocket-
knives attaining this object more orless per-
fectly have heretofore been constructed. In
most of these constructions, however, the or-
dinary knife-spring has been abandoned and
separate springs or other devices substituted
for actuating the blade, while in still other
constructions, where the knife-spring in back
of the blade has been preserved for operating
the blade, it has been so modified in shape or
action as torequire a separate device for lock-
ing the blade in its open position. These
knives have consequently become so compli-
cated and so different in general appearance
from ordinary pocket-knives that they have
failed to find favor with the general public.

In my invention the general appearance of
the knives and the form and action of the
knife-spring are so very nearly analogous to
those of ordinary pocket-knives that these
objections are removed.

The Invention consists in a pocket-knife
constructed as hereinafter deseribed and
claimed. -

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate

~corresponding parts in all the views.
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Figure 1is aside view of a knife constructed
In aceordance with this invention, with one

side removed, and showing one blade thrown

partly open in position to be entirely opened
and the other closed. Fig. 2 is a view of the
back of the knife partly broken away, with
blades closed. Fig. 5 1is a side view thereof
partly broken away.
with one of the sides removed and one blade
fully open and the other fully closed. Kig.
5 1s a back view thereof partly broken away.

Fig. 4 is a side view |

Fig. 6 is a modification in side view partly
broken away and ivory or bone covering re-
moved, and Fig. 7 is a front view thereof
with parts in longitudinal section.

In the construction of this invention the 55

knife in its general features is made similarly
to the ordinary pocket-knife. The pivotal por-
tion 1, however, of the blade 2 is formed with
a projection, 8, and a receding part, 4, ad-
heel,5. The relative position of the rounded
part 3 and the point or heel 5 to the pivotal
point 6 of the blade is such that the part 5
and the heel 5 will bear against the blade-

spring 7 in the back of the knife, and the 65_

blade be held partly open, as shown in Kig. 1.
With this construction, when the blade 2 is

pressed info the handle and is in the closed

position shown in Fig. 1, the rounded part
3 presses the spring 7 slightly outward.
hold the blade in this closed position, a lock-
ing deviceis provided which at the same time
keeps the pivotal portion of the blade in rear
of its pivotal point normally out of contact
with the knife-spring.
device is shown in Figs. 1 to 5, 1nclusive, con-
sisting of a pin, 8, mounted on a spring-arm,
9, secured to the plate 10, forming the side of
the knife-handle and movable in a recess, 11,
in the bone or ivory covering
dle. To the outer end of the spring-arm 918 -
secured the metallic tip 13, projecting shightly
out beyond the end of the handle and extend-
ing over the top of the recess 11. The pin 8

projects threcugh an opening, 3°, in the plate 383

10. The pin 8, extending between the reced-
ing part 4 and the spring 7, is clamped there-
by and holds the blade 2 closed in the handle.

To open the blade, the pin 8 is moved out

laterally from the receding part 4 by pressing go

back the tip or projection 13. The pin 8 be-

ing moved away from the receding part 4, the

tension of spring 7, bearing against the round-
ed part 3, causes the blade to be thrown
partly open and the heel 5 to be brought 93
against the spring 7,as shown in Kig. 1. The
blade 2 may then be seized with the fingers
and pulled to fully-opened position, as shown
in Fig. 4. In this position the pin S rests

against the side of the pivotal portion of the roo

jacent thereto and.terminating in a point or 6o
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blade. Upon the blade being closed the pin

- 8§ will spring in between the receding part 4

and spring 7 by the action of the spring-arm
9, Itisobvious that a laterally-movable arm
may beemploved instead of spring-arm 9, and
be moved baclk and forth by the fingers. A

“spring-arm is, however, preferably employed.

The tension of the gpring-arm may be such
as to snap out of instead of into position, as
heretofore deseribed, in which case 1t 18 s1m-
ply necessary to press in the blade to release
the locking device.

In the modification shown in Ifigs. 6 and 7
the locking device consists of a spring-arm,
14, secured at one end to the plate 10, and lo-
cated in a recess, 15, in the bone or ivory of
the handle. The upper part of the arm 14 1s
bent inward, extends through a slot, 16, in
the plate 10, and upward adjacent to the plate
10 between the knife-spring 7 and the pivotal
portion of blade 17, and terminatesin a projec-
tion, 18, at the end of the handle. T'he pivotal
portion of the blade in this case 1s formed with
A projection, 3, which bears against the spring
¢ and an elongated receding portion, 19, ter-
minating in a heel, 20, the relative position of
the parts being such, as in the case hereinbe-
fore set forth, as to hold the blade in closed
position with outer end of arm 14 clamped
between spring 7 and receding portion 19,
and by pushing back on the projection 18 re-
leasing arm 14, when the blade 17 will be
thrown by spring 7 to partly-open position,
all as shown in Fig. 6. The blade may be
then pulled entirely open, as in the first case.
By means of this invention the blades of

pocket-knives may be readily opened without

using the finger-nails, thereby permitting
pocket-knives to be used by ladies and others
having thin or pointed and dressed finger-
nails, and avoirding breaking the finger-nails.
While I have set forth a specifiec construction
of parts, I do not intend to limit myself
thereto, as they may be varied without de-
parting from the essential features of the in-
vention. |

Having thus described my invention,what
I elaim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters IPatent, is—

401,093

1. A pocket-knife comprising a handle hav-
ing the ordinary back-spring, a blade nor-
mally held partially projected or open by said
spring, and having the usual shouldered heel
to engage the spring when the blade 1s fully
opened and be locked thereby, and a lock or
catceh to engage the blade when fully closed,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with the knife-handle
and the ordinary back-spring held therein, of
a blade having a projection on the inner cdge
of its pivotal portion in frontof the pivot and
bearing against the said spring when the
blade is closed, and a lock or catch to hold
the blade fully closed, as set forth.

3. A pocket-knife constructed with a blade
having its pivotal portion formed with a pro-
jection bearing against the knife-spring, in
combination with a spring-actuated locking
device mounted on the knife-handle and ex-
tending between and clamped by the knife-
spring and the butt of the pivotal portion of
the blade, substantially as shown and de-
seribed.

4. A pocket-knife constructed with a blade
having its pivotal portion formed with apro-
jeetion bhearing against the knife-spring, in
combination with a loclking device mounted
on the knife-handle and extending between
and clamped by the knife-spring and the butt
of the pivotal portion of the blade, substan-
tially as shown and described.

5. A pocket-knife construeted with blade 2,
having its pivotal portion 1 formed with a
projection, 3, bearing against knife-spring 7,
a receding part, 4, adjacent thereto, with a
heel, 5, in combination with spring-arm 9, lat-
erally movable in a recess, 11, in the knife-
handle, having at its outer end the tip 15, and
a pin, 8, extending through opening 8 in the
plate 10, and between knife-spring ¥ and re-
ceding part 4 ¢f the pivotal portion 1 of knife-
blade, substantially as shown and described.

ARTITUR WILZIN.

Withesses:
EDWARD W. (CADY,
. SEDGWICK.
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