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SPECIFIC'ATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 400,941, dated April 9, 1889,

Application filed July 25, 1888, RSerial No, 280,986,

(No model,)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES C. PARKER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wood-
ston, in the county of Rooks and State of
Kansas, have invented a new and useful Im-
p1ovement in a Sponge- Cup and Sealer, Of
which the following is a specification.

"My invention 161&’[65 to a sponge-cup and
Sealer,. having for its object to provide a sim-
ple,cheap, durable, and effective device where-
by the gum or mucilage on envelopes, stamps,
&e., may be moistened rapidly and thoroughly.

The invention consists in a certain novel

construction and combination of devices, fully

deseribed hereinafter in connection with the
accompanying drawings, and specifically
pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, I'igure 1 18 a pelspectwe
view of the sponge-cup embodylng my im-
provements. Fig. 2 is a vertical central sec-
tional view of the same. Fig. 3 is a trans-
verse sectional view taken eentrally throuﬂh
the reservolir.

Referring to the drawings, A designates the -

reservolr, thh 18 prowded with lateral ears
B B, ada,pted to be secured to a suitable sup-
port, and C designates a sponge-receptacle,
which projects forward from the reservoir and
communicates therewith, the bottom of the
said receptacle inclining inward toward the
reservolr in order to cause the surplus water
to flow thereinto. -

The frontupper side of the reservoiris open
and is covered by a sliding cover, D, which
is provided with grooves d d atits side edges,

-which engage and slide on laterally-project-

ing flanges ¢ a on the reservoir, and to the
lower or front edge of the sliding cover 1is
hinged the swinging cover E, which fits over
the reoeptacle C.

The front edge of the swinging cover is
provided with a vertically-slotted catch, I,
which fits over a stud, f, on the front side of
the receptacle, whereby the front side of the
cover is capable of aslight vertical movement,
and G represents a spring-flange, which 1s
formed on the front edge of the sliding cover
and projects under the rear edge ot the sw ing-
ing cover, whereby 1t normally holds the la,t-
ter rmsed, so that the stud f is in the lower
end of theslotin the catech F. It will be seen
that the front edge of the cover K may be de-

desired purpose.

pressed, so as to bring the stud 7 in the upper

end of the slot in the catch F; but when the
pressure is removed the cover will resume. its
normal position.

A sponge or other absorbent materlal H, is
placed in the reservolr, and 1s prowded with
an extension which projects into the recep-
tacle C and rests on a draining-plate, I, which
is arranged in the receptacle. This plate is
raised slightly from the bottom 6f the recep-

-tacle, and is removed at its front edge from .

the front side of the receptacle, whereby the
water may pass through the slot K thus
formed and drop on the bottom of the re-
ceptacle. This draining-plate is inclined to-
ward 1ts front edge to throw the water in this
direction, and it is, further, longitudinally
fluted or corrugated, in order to impede the

flow of the water and prevent a complete

draining of the plate.

The -cover D 18 provided at ifs center with
an aperture, L, in which fits a cork or stop-
per, M,and through thisaperturewaterisintro-

duced 1nto thereservoir tosaturate thesponge

or other absorbent, and the cover K is pro-
vided with a V-shaped slot, N, which is de-
signed to correspond in bhape Wlth the edge
of the flap of an envelope.

The operation of the device will be readily
appreciated. The water which is introduced
into the reservoir will be absorbed by the
sponge or absorbent, and when it is desired
to moisten the gum or mucllage on an envel-
ope or stamp the latteris pl&ced over the open-

ing N in the cover H and the cover is de-

pressed, thereby bringing water to the sur-
face of the absorbent and accomplishing the
The opening N is fitted
with a screen, O, which prevents the sponge
or absorbent from pressing through the open-
ing, and also prevents the article to be moist-
ened from becoming too wet. Any surplus
water which may be pressed from the sponge
18 carried by the draining-plate and the bot-
tom of the receptacle to the reservoir. The
advantages of the invention will be evident.
A sponge may be kept moist in this way for
a long time, and to moisten it again it is sim-
ply necessary to introduce water through the
aperture in the sliding cover.

By means of the 5prmn*-actuated %memw

cover the water may be brought to the sur-
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face of the sponge, although 1t has become

dry. The parts are simple and are simply
and substantially connected.

Having thus described the invention, I
claim—

1. In a Sponﬂ‘e cup and sealer, the combmaw
tion, with a receptacle contmmnwammstened
absorbent material, of the movable perforated
spring-actuated cover, covering an opening in
the receptacle and arranged adjacent to the
said absorbent material, and adapted, when
depressed, to compress the absorbent mate-
rial and force the moisture therein through
the perforations, the envelopeor other article
to be moistened being arranged over the per-
forations on the outer side of the cover, sub-
stantially as specified.

2. In asponge-cup and sealer, the combina-
tion, with a suitable reservoir, of the adjoin-
ing receptacle provided with a movable cover
having an opening, N, therein; covered by a
screen, O, and the absorbent material Il in
the reservoir extending into the receptacle
under the smd opening, substantmlly as speci-
fied.

3. In a sponge-cup and sealer, the combina-
tion, with the reservoir, of the. adjoining re-
ceptade having a movable cover provided
with an opening, N, the draining-plate located
in the 1eceptaele shrrhtly above the bottom
of the same, and the absorbent materialin the
reservoir, having an extension which rests on
the said dmining-pl&te, substantially as speci-
fied.

4. In a sponge-cup and sealer, the combina-
tion, with the reservoir, of the receptacle hav-
ing its bottom inclined toward the reservoir,

the inclined draining-plate J, the movable

cover on the receptacle, and the absorbent
material in the reservoir extending over the
(huunmn—p]ate, substantially as speclﬁed

5. In a sponge-cup and sealer, the combina-
tion, with the reservoir, of the ]:'ecepmele hav-

I
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ing its bottom inclined toward the reservoir,
the draining-plate located above the bottom
of the receptacle and inclined toward the front
of the same, the said plate being corruagated
or fluted, for the purpose Speciﬁed, and re-
moved from the front of the receptacle to
form a slot, K, the cover on the receptacle,
and the absorbent material, arranged as and
for the purpose specified.

6. In a sponge-cup and sealer, the combina-
tion, with the reservoir and the adjoining re-
ceptacle having a sponge or absorbent ar-
ranged therein, of the sliding cover fitting on
the open front side on the reservoir and the
swinging cover hinged to the front edge of the
sliding cover and fitting over the receptacle,
substantially as specdified. o

7. In a sponge-cup and sealer, the combina-
tion, with the reservoir and the adjoining re-
ceptacle, of the sliding cover D, fitting over
the opening in the reservoir and provided
with an aperture having a stopper, and the
swinging cover hinged to the front edge of the
sliding cover and provided with an opening,

N, substantially as specihed.

8. In a sponge-cup and sealer, the combina-
tion, with the reservoir and the adjoining re-
ceptacle and the absorbent material arranged
therein, of the sliding cover on the reservoir,
the swinging cover hinged to the front edge
of the sliding cover and provided with a slot-
ted cateh, If, fitting over a stud on the recep-
tacle, and the spring-flange on the front edge
of the sliding cover extending underthe swing-
ing cover and adapted to hold the same nor-
mally raised, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

PARKER.

presence of two witnesses.

JAMES C.
Witnesses:
P C. DUNLAP
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