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To all whonv it may concer:

Be if known that I, PHILO E. HALL, a citl-
zen of the United States, residing at Detroit,
county of Wayne, State of Michigan, have in-

vented a certain new and useful Improve-

ment in Telephone-Supports; and 1 declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part of this specification.

My invention consists of the combinations
of devices and appliances hereinafter speci-
fied, and more particularly pointed out in the
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a view in front
clevation of a device embodying my inven-
tion; Fig. 2, a vertical section, from front to
rear, of the same. |

Heretofore as telephones have been ordina-
rily erected their position has been fixed and
is usually too low for a tall person and 100
high for a short person, so that different per-
sons using the telephone will often find this
feature a source of annoyance, one having to

‘stoop in order to bring himself into position

for speaking into the transmitter, and the
other having to stand on tiptoe or provide
himself with a stool to stand upon.

It is the purpose of this invention to reim-
edy this difficulty, and the same is accom-
plished by making the support of the trans-
mitter adjustable up and down, 8o as to be
instantly suited to the proper height for any
individual.

The invention further consists in providing
the said adjustable support witha shelf which
will move up and down with the support, said
shelf being of sufficient size to admit of the
user resting his forearm upon the shelf, which
may serve as a desk upon which any neces-
sary memorandum book or paper may rest.

Theinvention consists, further, in providing
said elongated shelf with a folding leaf which
may be raised up or swung down at pleasure,
said leaf adapted when in its raised position
to enlarge said shelf toward the front at the
side of the user, and so afford a better rest

for his forearm; and, finally, my invention

consists in a construction whereby all the fore-
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ooing features are orouped 1nto & convenient
and compact form, and all massed in connec-
tion with a board or frame which may be im-
mediately fastened to the wall, the same asa
telephone-board is fastened to the wall, there-
by adapting the invention so that it shall re-
quire no other labor on the part of the em-
ployé than the simple fistening of the board

to the wall and the connecting of the wiresin

the usual way. .

" In carrying out my invention, A represents
the wall to which the telephone is attached.

- B represents a suitable frame.

(' is the supporting-board which usually
supports the signaling apparatus, tran smitter,
and its battery. This board C is adapted to
slide within the frame B, which engagesit at
its edges.

D is a counterpoise-weight supported by a

chain or cable, E, which passesover a suitable
pulley or pulleys, I, and is attached to the
board C, so that the said weight counterpoises
the board and its load.

G is a shelf. I would usually, for conven-
ience, use this shelf instead of the top board,
which covers the battery-box. Thisshelf 1pro-
pose to enlarge both atthe front and the side,
<0 that the same shall project out and form a
rest for the forearm of the person using the
telephone, and the hinged leat G’ may or may
not be provided. The purpose of this hinged
1eaf is that when raised in the plane of the
shelf it may afford a better rest for the fore-
orm. 1t is thus seen that the operator may
at once, by raising or lowering the telephone-
poard C, bring the transmitter to the level of
his mouth, whether the said user be tall or
short, or whether he be in standing or sitting
posture. |

The sliding board C may be connected with
the line by a short section, H, of chain or flexi-
ble cable, so as to admit of this movement

‘without breaking or impairing the connec-

tion of the telephone-line.

Instead of the weight D extending across
behind the adjustable board, the sald board
might be suspended by regular sash-weights
at its edges. | -

A device of this character will greatly re-
duce the fatigue incident upon the continued
or frequent use of the telephone, and the shelf,
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made adjustable simultancously with the
board C,is by the adjustment of the said board
simultaneously brought into proper and con-
venient position for the user, and the whole 18
grouped in such convenientand compact form
that the frame B, which carries all the other
apparatus, may be simply connected with the
wall at the residence or place of business of
any subsecriber in the same way that the or-
dinary telephone-hoard is erected, requiring
no skilled labor of any character, and no more
time for its accomplishment.
What I claim is—

1. Ina telephone-support, the combination,

with the frame B, of the supporting-board C,
sliding vertically within said frame and hav-
ing attached thereto the signaling apparatus,
transmitter, and battery-box, the shelf & on
the battery-box, the hinged leaf G’ at the
front and to one side of said shelf, and the
counterpoise D, situated in a space in said
frame B and connected to the upper end of
the supporting-board by the chain K, said
frame B3, with all the other appliances at-
tached, made portableand adapted to be fast-
ened against the wall of a room, substantially
as described.

2. The ecombination, with the supporting-
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board having the signaling apparatus, trans-
mitter, and battery-box attached thereto, of
theshelf having the hinged leaf and located on
the top of said battery-box, the chain E and
welght D, and the chain or flexible cable H,
for permitting the vertical movement of the
parts without breaking the connection with
the telephone-line, all operating in the frame
B, said frame B, with all the otherappliances
attached, made portable and adapted to be
fastened against the wall of a room, substan-
tially as described. |

5. The combination, with the frame B, hav-
Ing a space for the reception of the weight and
chain, the weight and chain within said space,
and a space for the reception of the support-
ing-board, and the supporting-hoard sliding
therein, of the shelf G and flexible cable
H, said frame B, with all the other appliances

attached, made portable and adapted to be

fastened against the wall of a room, substan-
tially as described, -
In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.
PHILO E. HATLIL.
Witnesses:
N. B. O’'DoGHERTY,
SAMUEL E. THOMAS.
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