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fo all whom it may concern:
Dbeitknownthatl, CHARLES S. HEMPSTEAD,

of Fairchance, in the county of Fayette aud

State of Pennsylva,ma have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Credit or Store
- Orders, of which the followmg 1s a full, clear,.

and ezaet description.
This -invention relates to orders used by

-merchants and others, mainly by retailers,
~who sell goods in small quantities that aggre-

gate in value a2 limited and specified sum.

| Thls total sum, for which credit is given on
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the face of the order and whichmay ham*e been
paid in advance or be collectible after the or-

der has been used up, entitles the customer or
holder of the order to make a series of sepa-
rate purchases of varying amounts each until

the full value of the order hasbeen consumed,
thus facilitating trade by making one pay-

ment answer f01 several div 1ded purchases

and dispensing, or to a large extent, with the
necessity of m&kmg change from time to time.

To makethese orders available, they have had
~printed on their faces numbers and symbols

that on being punched as the purchases are
made indicate the current or remaining value
of the order by showing how much of the
total amount has been con sumed until the full

Lol - value of the order has been reached. These
30

figures and symbols have been variously ar-

ranﬂ'ed both to express regular and irregular-

progressive numbers; but the style of order
which is preferred and upon which this in-
vention is animprovementhasarranged upon
the face of it a series of columns of regular
progressive amounts, omitiing mtermedmte
fractlons which a,mounts are punched to in-
dicate purehases or additions till the whole

- value of the order hasbeen consumed; but in-
40

stead of completing in these eolumns the full
amount of the order I stop the same short of
that amount by a fixed sum, which is made
up by a supplementary column of the inter-
mediate fractions, whereby the progressive
cancellation of the order, including amounts
which take in the 1ntermed1&te fractions ,may

‘be made and the makmw of changeis avmded

and combined with these two sets of eolumns
is also another column of symbols or marks

-'50 for special cancellation of the.intermediate
fractions, substantially as hereinafter de-

b, of
?
‘intermediate fractions, are, as in the order to

of five.

=wt whrw -

scribed, and '%pemﬁeally pointed out in the

claim. S
Reference is to be had to the accom p&nymn

drawing, forming a part of this specification,
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in which the drawing represents a face view

of a credit-order émbodying my invention.
The order A shown in the accompanying
drawing, which is represented with an at-

tached stub, hasthe usual heading,with blanks

for date, name, and place of business of the
party issuing the order, name of the party in
whose favor the orderis, and amountfor which
the order is issued. The rows or columns b
regular progressive amounts, omitting

6o

which I have hereinbefore referred, repre- -

sented to run transversely of the order, and

are here shown as each containing, with the

exception of the last column, 0/, figures or
numbers indicating fitty cents by increases of
five cents in the successive figures or numbers
throughout each of said columns b, supposing

the amount contained in each of Sald columns -

to be equal; but the last column, &', indicates
or contains a lesser amount—say twenty-five
cents—Dby inereases of five cents each, with
its last figure or numberindicating an amount
in cents which stopsshort by twenty-five cents
of the amount for which the order is filled

‘up—here supposed to be ten dollars, ($10.)

The use of these columnsb bd’, eachsuccessive
division in which is numbered to show an in-
crease of five cents, 1s the same as has here-
tofore been practiced. Thus, supposing the
holder of the order to make & purchase of the
value of five cents, then the first figure (5)
on the first column b, is punched. If his

next purchase 1s eigh_ty—ﬁve cents, then, add-
ing the two amounts together, the space
marked 90 in the second column is punched,

and so on’for any number of succeeding pur-
chases, the last-punched space mdleatmﬂ' the
total amount which has been used up out of
the whole value of the order. Itwill beseen
however, that these columns b 6’ of regular
progressive numbers do not provide for pur-
chases representing intermediate fractions,
but that the several purchases were multiples
This necessitates the making of
change should the holder of the order make

& purchase of a less value than five cents or
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- where the terminal figure of the value of his |
.- purchase is less than five cents—as, for in-:
‘stance, two or three cents.

. f(md to save much time and inconvenience in

I

- last

' 10

. tull amount of  the order, and by the side of
- this column is another eolumn d, of symbols, |
~ (here represented by X,) one aymbol bemn'r

using an order of the character desecribed, the
. progressive:
-__35am0u11ts omlttmw fldCthIlb stops Shmt as
. where marked 9{5 of the full amount of ‘rhe-

. order by twenty-ﬁve cents or other specified. |

sum, but which is here shown as twenty-five
:eents

column, &', of regular.

~ opposite each fraction in the column ¢

20
| e‘tplam ed.

. reduced two cents;

or should the s ymbol X opposite the bottom

. or last figure, 1, in the column ¢ be punched,
. then only the value of one cent would be

~ taken off the order; but should said last figure -
~11itself be punched the total

| 35

on the 01deI would be destroyed. .

[t should be observed that the ﬁﬂ'm es con-
tained in the column ¢ are n'rouped together -
The object of thisis ‘Lo make

in sums of five.

To lemed}r this |

The useof the columns ¢ andd WIH Nnow be |
‘Supposing the holder of the or--
der to make a purchase of the valueof one of
the fractions in the column c—say of the
value of two cents—then the symbol X oppo-
sitethe first figure 2 in the column cis punched,
which will Show that the order only has heen
but 1f said first figure 2

~ should be punehed then it will be shmvn that
- allvalue up to this figure has beendestroyed;

-39
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said column as easﬂy eounted as any ()f the RS

other columns. '46 L

In the use of the 0rde1 befme the Value in

"This 1mp1ovement upon the orderto w luch

| the invention has reference admits of any de-
~sired amount being readily and rapidlytaken
~off the order without much mental labor or ~

“thesupplementary column ¢ has been reached, =
~as much aspossible of the body of theorder—
~that is, of the columns b b’—is used up or
'punched only making use of the column cto
~deduct the odd echange until said column ¢ =
has been reached, When the value lemalmnw SRR
~on it is deducted, as hereinbefore stated. |
‘This defi ciency I make up by a sup-| -
plementary column, ¢, of intermediate frae-
tions—that is, in the plesent illustration, of
fractions le%S than five—the whole. column
aggregating twenty-ﬁve which completes the:}

o

eliort by simply making one, (wo, or three =~ R

puneh -marks.

Having thus deser 1bed my 1nvent10n What I— .
| Gl&lm as new, and desire to secure by Letters ST
- Patent? 15— - - -
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In credit or store 01dels havmn' 111)011 the- R
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| faee of them a series of - columns of regular
progressive amounts, omitting mtelmedmtef
fractions, the eombmatlon w1th a series of -
such columns the last one of which stops
1 short of the full amountof the order, of asup-
‘plementary column of inter medlate fractions
amounting in the aggregate to the balance
necessary to eomplete the full value of theor- -

| der, and an additional column of symbols ar-
ranged opposite or by the side of ‘said supple- |
| mentaz 'y column of intermediate fractions, es-
‘sentially as herein shown Emd de%cmbed zmd
:f01 ’the pmposes q~pe(,1ﬁed BEEE e

value lelndll‘lll'lﬂ" o |
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