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Lo all whom it may concern:
beitknownthat I, ELLwooD E. I'rY, a citi-
zen of the United Smtes, and a resident of
Brooklyn, IXin2s county, New York, have in-
vented an Improved Snare-Strainer for Drums,
of which the following is a specification.
Theobject of myinventionis toso construet
a snare-strammer for drums as to provide for
the ready stretching of the snaves, and also
their ready release when it is desired to al-
low them to shrink, further objects of the con-
struction being to avoid strain upon the parch-
ment of the drum-head and to prevent aeci-

dental catehing of the strainer npon the ¢loth-
mg of the (11‘111111]101
" Tn the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a drum prm"lded with
my improvement. Ifig: 2 isa perspective view,
drawn to a larger scale, of the strainer, the
snares being bhOWll as cu‘[ off at the Glamp
Fig. 3 is a vertical section through a portion
of the drum and showing the pwoted bridge-
lever of the strainer released. Fig. 4 is a cor-
responding view showing the pivoted bridge-
lever about being closed; and Fig. 5 is a ver-
tical section through the strainer when it is
in the cloged position.

A A are the snare-covds of thmh*um which
are looped at the outer end, «, and secured

there on that side of the drum by any suit-

able means, while at the opposite side, 0, of

the drum 11103 are secured in an ad]usi ﬂhh}
clamp, by means of which they may be
stretched as taut as may be desired over the
membranous head B of the drum.

My invention relates particularly to the de-
vices whereby the snares may be stretched or
%tmined The clamp D, by which the ends
' of the snares are held, consists of a pair of
plates, d d, grooved on their inner faces to re-
celvethesnares,asshownin Fig, 2, and fitted {o
cach other and secured together by means of
set-gerews s, passing thr OLlﬂh slots in the inner
plate, d’, and threaded into the outer plate of
the clamp. DBy this means the outer face of
the clamp 1s left perfectly smooth and with-
out any projections to catch on the clothing
of the drummer. This elamp is carried by a
hinged bridge-lever, E, pivoted to lugs » on a
fglotte{l eaeutcheon-plate P, which 1,5 secured
to the rim of the drum, and the snares pass

through this slotted plate, as <shown in the
drawings. This bridge-lever K has a bearing,
e, for the end of a Hmmb serew, 7, which car-
ries the elamp. The thumb-serew fisthreaded
through a lug, 5, on the back of the imner
clamping-plate, .

The upper edge of the pwutmﬂ:-rldﬂe lever

- Kispreferablyrounded and grooved, as shown

in Fig. 2, for the reception of the individual
snares, which find a bearing on this bridge
when they are stretched by the turning dov n
of the bridge-lever from the po%ltmn shown in
Fig. 3 to that shown in Figa. 1, 2, and 5. In
order to retain the bridge-lever and clamping
devices in the latter position, I provide a suit-
able spring-cateh, (¢, on the plate P2, thiscatch

“engaging with a projection, %, on thelever K,

when the latter is turned down, I'ig. 2. In
the present instance I have shown the spring-
cateh as consisting simply of a plate, ¢, nor-

- mally held to the flanged lower edﬂe of the

escutcheon-plate P by a spring, ¢/, around a
headed serew or pin, ¢, which passes through
the cateh-nlate. Other forms of catehes may
be used, however, without departing from my
invention.

It will be observed thatthe top of the hinged
bridge-lever is in such a position with refer-
ence tothe hoop /i, over whieh the membranous
head of the drum is streteched, Fig. 5, that the
snarves donot bear on that hoop, and in conse-

- quence there1s no tendeney to pull down the

membrane from the cord-hoop /i,

When 1t 18 desired to streteh or strain the
snares, thehinged bridge-leverisreleased from
the cateh G and is turned up, and the thumb-
serew I8 turned so as to adjust the clamp-
p]ft‘res tarther awav. Then the bridge-lever
s turned down again and the snares are there-
Dy strained over the br idge. Theclampsmay
he adjusted by the serew when the bridge-le-
ver 1s In the closed position shown in Figs. 1,
2, and 5, but this is not desirable. VW hen the
drum has become damp or wet and when it is
to be laid away, the bridge-lever is released
from the cateh, so that the snares can then
shrink to their usual length.

I elaim as my invention—

1. The combination of the snaresof adrum
with a hinged lever carrying an adjustable
clamp for the snares, and a catch to retain the
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lever in the closed position, substantially as
described.

2. The combination of the snaresof a drum
with a hinged bridge-lever, over which the

snares can be stretched, an adjustable elamp

carried by the lever, and a catch to retain the

~lever in the closed position, substantially as
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set forth.

3. The combination of the snaresof a drum
with a hinged bridge-lever having a grooved
edge for the snares, an adjustable elamp car-
ried by the lever, and a catch to retain the le-
ver, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination of the snaresof adrum
and a hinged bridge-lever, with a clamp car-

399,396

ried by the lever, an adjusting-screw for the
clamp, and a catch for the lever, substantially
as specified. | |

5. The combination of the snares of a drum
and a bridge-lever, with an adjustable clamp
consisting of plates carried by the lever, the

securing-serews of the said plates being onthe.

inner side, as and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereofl havesigned my name
to thisspecification in the presence ot two sub-
seribing withesses.
| ELLWOOD E. FRY.
Witnhesses: |
EGBERT S. MOTT,
GEO0. C. DEMERINT.
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