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To all whony il maiy corecerie:

Be it known that I, LUTHER CONANT, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Oalk Park,
in the county of Cock and State of Illinois,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Feed - GGages for Printing-
Presses, which I desire te protect by Letters
Patent of the United States, and of which the
following is a specification. |

The purpose of my invention is to perfect a

device for use in gaging the position of sheets
or blanks to be printed,in which less difficulty
and time are required to fix its positio:n than

tion of the insertion.
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with gages now in use, and in which the neces- |
sity of removal of the gage from one place to
“ag with the former examples, to enter the sheet

another, resulting in numerous punctures 1in
the tympan-sheet and the rapid destraction of
the latter, is obviated. It is also designed to
simplify and cheapen sueh implement to the

nminimum, so far as consistent with effective- |
iz serew-threaded to adapt it to suitably en-

1LesSs,

In the accompanying drawings, making a

part of this specification, the several figures
in perspective illustrate a preferable construe-
tion and modifications thereof.
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The desired position
may be thus fixed, and then, by pressure in-
wardlyon the bars b and 0" and the release of
the latter, the reaction of the bars causes the
points to enter the sheet and thereby secure
the gage in position. |

In Fig.2 the same elements are shown, with -

the exception of the omission of the central
bar.

In Fig. 5 an adjustablefeature isshown that
will admit of further adjustment after the
body of the implement has been fixed in 1its
position. In this constructiona metal plate or
bar, a’, is bent to form the two flexible bars &
and b/, with sharpened extremities, adapted,

laterally after the necessary flexion. 'T'wo
guide-bars, ¢ and ¢/, are shown in this ex-
ample. A connecting portion of the two bars
is provided having a vertical bend, e, which

cage with a screw, . The latter also has a
aaring in the part «’, by which its longitudi-
nal position is maintained. Thehead )" is de-

“signed to furnish the stop portion, the screw

In Figure 1 I have shown a gage illustrat- |
' presses upon the tympan-sheet when the

ing what I consider the preferable construe-
tion. Xigs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 show variations in

form, all, however, embodying a featurein the
construction of the first, upon which the 1m-
formed vertically- curved portions w, with

portance of my improvement largely depends.
In ¥Hig. 1 the head a, or gage portion proper

of the device, is supplemented by two lateral

hars, b and U/, and a central guide-bar, e. The

bars 0, b, and ¢ are preferably, as a matterof

economy, cut, in common with head «,from
“pointed terminals/, corresponding in direction

a single piece of sheet-brass, and the two bars

b and b’ then changed in position by bending |

their shanks or connections with the head, so
that their breadth isin a plane at right angles
to that of the head.

Thus lateral flexibility |
the coil in this example serves as the stop.

of said bars is provided. The ends d and
of the bars b and /" are bent laterally to ayvight

angle with the bar-length and are suitably

sharpened at their extremities, with a down- |

ward tendency of the points, so as to readily
puncture the tympan-shect. Thecentral bar,c,
is also 8o sharpened at itsextremity thatit will

easily puncture the sheet. Thelength of bar

¢ is such as to admit of considerable adjust-
ment, after the point is inserted,in the direc-
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being inelined in its position,so that the head

ecage is in position for use.
In Fig. 4 a curved wire, w, of suitable flexi-
hility, isshown, atihie extremities of which are

pointed lateral terminals .. Theecurve wserves
as the stop portion of the deviee, and the points
[ serve in securing the gage to the sheet.
Another form of gage is shown in If1g. 5, in
which a straight coil of wire is provided with

to the length of the coil. Inthis construetion
it is designed that the coil shall be compressed
and the reaction force the points into tha
sheet, thus securing the deviee. One end of

The laterally-pointed extremities of the flexi-

Dle bars of theseveral examples I have shown
directed outwardly, which is perhaps prefer-

able as the more convenient arrangement, yet
they may be dirvected inwardly and the bars
spread properly to engage the points.

In the several illustrations an clement com-
mon to each is shown, which constitutes one
of the chief featuresof myimprovement. This
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feature is the flexible character of the bars or
parts to which the points that enter the tym-
pan-sheet to fix the position of the gage are
connected. |

In applying the gage, as shown in Fig. 1, the
centralor gage bar, ¢, is inserted in the tympan-

- sheet, and after the correct position is detex-

10

~latter there are two. Compression or flexion |
and release also serve in the examples, as

20

mined the side bars, b and §’, are flexed and re-

leased to react, by which latter operation the
points d and .’ are forced into the sheet, thus
fixing the position of the gage. The same is
true of Ifigs. 2 and 3, with the exception that
1n the first the central bar is abgent and in the

shown in IFigs.4 and 5,to insert the fixing-
points and secure the gage in position.

tlaving thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to protect by Letters Patent,
is— - - |

1. A gage for printing-presses, comprising a
head or gage and integral elastic portions pro-
videdintegrally with engaging-points adapted
to be inserted in the tympan-sheet to fix the
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position of the gage by the reaction of said
elastic portions, substantially as described.
2. In agage for printing-presses, the combi-

nation of the head or gage portion a, flexible

bars b and 0’, and laterally-extending points
connected with said bars, substantially as set

- forth.

3. In a gage for printing-presses, the combi-

‘nation of the head or stop a, side bars, b

~and 0/, laterally-extending points d and d’, and

central guide-bav, ¢, substantially as set forth.

4. In a gage for printing-presses, the combi-
nation, with the gage-body having flexible side
bars armed with engaging-points, of a guide-
bar, ¢, adapted to puncture the tympan-sheet,
and so serve as a guide, that the gage may be

-secured with relation to the tympan-sheet at
~any desired point within the length of said

ouide-bar, substantially as deseribed.
' LUTHER CONAN'.
Witnesses:

JOSEPH RIDGE,
H. L. HUBER.
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