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To all wlhom it maly concer:

Be it known that I, HENRY E. GILSON, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Somerville, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented new

and useful Improvements Iin Trunk-Trim- |

mings, of which the following, taken 1n connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, is a
specification. " " '

This invention relates to improvements in
trunk-trimmings for the purpose of protect-
ing and strengthening the edges of the trunk-
body and corners of the cover or valance, as
will hereinafter be more fully described, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein-—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
trunk provided with my improved angle and
corner trimmings. Fig. 2 represents a detail
perspective view of one of the trunk-body
trimmings or angle-clamps, and Kig. 5 repre-
sents a detail perspective view of the corner
and valance clamp combined for the trunk-
cover.

Similar letters refer to similar parts wher-

Iy

ever they occur on the di
drawings.

 in Fig. 1 represents a trunk-body, and 0
represents the cover or lid of the same with
its valance ¢, as usual. |

My improved trimmings are applicable to
irunks of anv construction or material ot
whicl the trunk, cover, or valance is made.

lPor the purpose of uniting the bottom ot

ferent parts of the

ihe trunk-body to its sides, or for uniting the

ides together in a strong and durable man-

ihe trunk at the angles, I secure at the junc-
tion of such parts one or more of the angle-
clamps d. (Shown in detail in Iig. 2.) Each
of such angle-clamps is made of metal with
projections d’ d” at right angles to eachother,
ns shown. The said projections d’ d' are
made of varying lengths, as shown, with nail,
serew, or rivet holes /" d’"in their outer ends,
so as to prevent the nails, rivets, &e., from
penetrating the trunk-body in a line coineid-
ing with the grain of the wood or other ma-
terial of which the trunk is made, or 1n aub-
stantially the same line of strain or attach-
ment, whereby the walls are weakened by the

1

| - cover.
ner, as well as for the purpose of protecting |

- leather,

- tomary

- portion of the clamp e
: jeCtionj ﬁ{}g llavlﬂl'lg el 1?)61_'f01’*ﬂ.t'i0nj 81? for 1,e(?_eiv“
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rivet-holes formed at frequent intervals, and
from which cause the material of which the
trunk is made is liable to give way, as 18 fre-

quently the case where a series of nails, riv-

&c., are driven in a line parallel with the
The prongs or Pro-

ets,
edge of the trunk-body.
jections on each angle-clamp d may beof any
desired number, as shown in Iigs. 1 and 2.
For instance, two, three, four, five or more may
be used on each side of the said angle-clamp,
hut always in such a manner that one or more
of said prongs shallbeotf different length than

the other or others, for the purpose above
' mentioned. I prefer to make such angle-

clamps skeleton formed, as shown in IFigs. 1
and 2; but thisis not essential, as they may be
made solid without departing from the ¢s-
sence of my invention.

The angle-clamp may be of any desired
length, and may oxtend the whole length,
depth, or width ol the trunk, if so desired,
and thus digpense with hindings ai the cor-
ners. -

For the purpose of sirengthening and pro-
tecting the corners of the trunk-cover 1 use
my improved metal corner an d valance clamp
combined, as shown in Iigs. 1 and 3. The
«aid corner and valance clamp ¢ has a down-
ward angular projection, ¢/, extending to be-

yvond or near the lower edge of the valance ¢,

as shown, and has initslower end the stralght

- or curved arms or projections e’’ e”’ with per-

forations 2° in the ends thereot for recelving

the nails, serews, or rivets, by means of which

the clamp is secured 10O the valance and 1its
Tn addition to the perforations s, 1
make onc or more perforations, ¢t through
each side of the downward proj cetion ¢/, and
a perforation, ¢, through the top portion of

| gaid elamp, ag shown, tor receiving fastening

nails, rivets, &c.

Where an angular valance made of metal,
rawhide, or other suitable material 18
used, as is common in trunlk-covers, it 18 cus-
to miter such valance at the corners
of the trunk, and for the purpose of covering
such miter-joint I prefer to provide the top
with a horizontal pro-

ing a fastening nail, rivet, &c.
Where slats are used on the top of the cover,
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~corner-clamp has been made in two separate

F

s

as shown in the right-hand portion of Fig. 2, |

I arrange such proj cetion on top of the slat

- and parallel with the side of the cover, as

shown in said Fig. @. o | -
Ileretofore and prior to my invention a top

- barts or pieces havin g no positive connection

one with the other.
. trimming hasalso been
- IO

made in skeleton form,

the several e'n'ibl’*ﬂcing—a.rms:being of equal or

| sub‘s’tantiiallye_q_ual length, whereby the sev-
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rivets shall be attached in different or inde-
pendent lines of strain, in order that the full

caral ﬂ-ttﬂ@hi]lg_—l‘f_“i?'efﬂ_ 110 il‘lz the same or Sub_
stantially the same line of grain of the wood.

~As the openings admi tting. the rivets by
skeleton arms are fastened to the

which the sk _
trunk - body necessarily weaken the line of

LE

strain upon which they are formed, it is evi-

dent that in order to preserve the maximum
strength of the wood it is desirable that these

: strength of the wooden body may be utilized.

I effect this result
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said arms will permit the. attachment of the

line of rivets in several separate lines of re-
- sistance of the wooden bod \ |
an increase of strength and rigidity and adu-
rability heretofore impossible, ~
- By making the corn er-clamp ¢’ in one Inte-
~gral or solid part I am able to provide g
- cheaper, stiffer, and far more _
‘than can be obtained by making the clamp
in two separate pieces.” _
struetion, also, it will readily be seen that no

durable eclamp

substantial proteetion is provided against
strain operating from within, and if the top
15 deep and heavy, as it must necessarily be
with this form of clamp, the resistance to lat-
eral strain is impaired also, By dividing the
corner-clamp into two parts its integrity is
not only destroyed, hut its stren oth, rigidity,
resistance to internal strain, and durability
are seriously impai red, to say nothing of the
increased cost of manufacture and the addi-
tional trouble of attachin g the parts. In the
construction of the angle - clamps, also, it
should be particularly noted that by forming
the rivet-openings at varying distances from
the angle to whiceh the c¢lam P 18 applied I ob-
tain a much stiffer structure and avold the
tendency frequently met with in the old form
of elamp by which the sideg of the trunk are
drawn outward by the strain 1 pon the line of
rivets, all acting in the same line and near
the angle. This result ig particularly no-
ticeable in sample-trunks, which are subject-
ed to hard usage and wherein a heavy shock
1S extremely liable to act so upon the trunk-
trimming as to warp the sides outward, owin o
to the strain thereon of the contents of the
trunk., My improved clamp, however, avoids
this objection by effectually supporting the

65 walls at different distances from the angles,

)

-

Anangle-clamp or body- :
ent granted to me December

to cach upper corner and two

clamp in one integral plece, a; _
the arms ¢, so that the lowest point of their

_ by simply making the arms
d’of the angle-piece of varying length, where-
by the rivet-opening d’’ in"the extremities of -

The resultis

In the latter con- |

399,323

and thereby preserving the true an gular re-.
lation of the adjacent walls,. — ~
- In rawhide tranks as now m anufactured it
“has been found necessary to use upon the

corners rawhide shields; known as “bunters”

or feorner-caps,” and upon these bunters the

corner-iron and valance-clamp are attached.
This construction, which is shown in
' ' 20, 1882, No.
269,569, requires the use of three separate parts

corner, ortwenty of such parts for each trunk.

construction are too evident to require further
explanation. It should be noted, however,
that by forming

curved lower edge shall be in substantially

‘the same vertical line with the corner or
angle of the trunk, I provide an extremely
‘and durable construction,

‘which wholly takes the.place of the “bunters”
{ and the metallic parts thereon.

simple, cheap,

this device calls for

in the pat-

for each lower

~the corner and valance
and by curving
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| I'he economy and convenience of making the
entire corner-clamp and valance-clam p 1n one

1ntegral picce, and the advantages of such 80: o

| . 90
>reon.  Moreover,
a top of comparatively-

shallow depth, whereby the trunk is light-

such

structure. In short, my invention 18, so far as

I am aware, the first in which a top corner-
clamp and valance-cl amp combined have been
formed of one and the samoe integral piece of

metal. |

What I wish to secure
and claim, is—

1. In a trunk or similaz

by Letters, Patent

receptacle, the me-

tallic angle - clamp herein shown and de-

scribed, the same consisting of a body bent to
conform to the angular edge of the trunk,
and having at varied distances from the ver-
tex of said angle a series of Openings or aper-
tures adapted to receive rivets which pass
through the wall of said trunk at different
distances from the an gle and in separate lines
of strain, substantially as desecribed.

2. In a trunk or other similap receptacie,
the combination, with the body or top thereof,
of angle-clamps each consisting of a body por-
tion bent to embrace the angle of the part to
which it is applied, said body portion having
Arms or prongs varying in length, said arms
being provided at their ends with apertures
10 receive rivets entering the adjacent wallg
at varying distances from the angle formed
by said walls, whereby said rivets act. PO
the parts to which they are
ferent lines of strain,
scribed.

5. In a trunk or other receptacle, a metal-
lic corner-piece and valance-clamp combined
and formed in one Plece of metal, the same

substantially as de-

a resistance to lat-
top and body por-

attached in dif-

ened and the integral valance-clamps and
| corner-pieces afford

eral movement that the _ o
tion may be considered as practically a sin ole |
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A

consisting of an angular body shaped to em- " Intestimony whereof I have signed myname
hrace the corner and overlie the top, and hav- ' to this specification, in the presence of twosub- 10
ing a downwardly-projecting portion, ¢/, pro- | scribing witnesses. on this 14th day of De-
vided with arms ¢’/, their lower edges curved cember, A. D. 1837,

¢ below the edge of the top, said arms having ! HENRY E. GILSON.
terminal openings €%, the whole being formed |  ‘itnesses:
" L4 L

in one integral piece of metal, substantially | GEORGE C. RENWEE
as deseribed. |

TFrRANCIS H. REYNOLDS.
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