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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

STEPHEN WILKS, OF CHICAGO, TLLINOIS.

DISH-WASHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 398,760, dated February 26, 18809.
Application filed July 168, 1888, Serial No. 280,139, (No model.)

To all whom It may concerw:

~ Be it known that I, STEPHEN WILKS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

‘have invented certain new and useful Im-
provemen’s in Dish-Washers; and I do hereby

declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which 1t
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part hereof, in which—

- Trigure 1 is a front elevation with the top
or upper section of the basket raised; I'ig. 2,
a cross-section with the top or upper section
closed. |

This invention relates to dish-washers in

which the dishes are held in a basket and sub-
jected to the action of water, to be c¢cleaned or |

washed, and has for its object to construet a
hasket by which the dishes will be firmly held
without liability of being broken or having
their edges nicked, and at the same time have
the dishes held so that the entire surface ap-
proximately will be exposed to the action of
the water, and the position in which the dishes
are held will be the most effective one for
producing the best results of a clean wash;
and its nature consists in providing a basket
formed of an upper and lower section, with
cushioned supporting and clamping rods run-
ning lengthwise and cushioned dividing and
holding rods ranning crosswise, as herein-

after more particularly described, and in the

several parts and ecombination of parts here-
inafter described, and pointed out 1n the
claim as new.

In the drawings, A represents the top or
upper section of the basket; B, the bottom or
lower section of the basket. The top or up-
per section of the basket i1s formed with an
end support for each end, consisting of a
straight piece, a, and a semicirenlar piece, ¢,
and the semicircular piece ¢’ has a handle,
¢’’, by which the basket as a whole can be
lifted as required. The rear corner of the
support has an eye or ear, b, and the front

corner has an ear, ', with a slot or opening,

b’’.  Theend supports are connected together

by side rods, ¢, one at the front and one at the
rear side, and top rods, d, in the arrangement
shown, and each rod ¢ and d has at one end

|

a head, and its opposite end 1s screw-threaded
to receive a nut, by which the rods are se-
curely held in place.

Each siderod, ¢,is incased in a tube of vul-
canized rubber, ¢, made up of short sections
and filling the space between the end sup-
ports, and each top rod, d, is incased in a tube
of vulecanized rubber, f, formed of a continu-
ous piece and filling the space between the
end supports, and these tubes can be loose on
therods. Thesetubeseand f form a cushion
for their respective rods, which will prevent
the edges of the dishes from being nicked by
the contact of the rods in holding the dishes.

The outer or end sections of the tube e are

- short and the remaining sections are of a

length corresponding, ornearly so, to the depth
of the dishes with which the deviee is 1o be
used, and attached to the rods ¢ hetween the

seetions of the tube e are wires ¢, running

across the top or upper section, A, from the
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front side rod to the rear side rod, e, which wires

g separate the space between the end sup-
ports into divisions of a width to receive the
dishes, and each wire ¢ is inecased in a tube

- of vuleanized rubber, /i, filling the space be-

tween the rods ¢, which tubes are continuous
and can be loose on thelr wires and form a
cushion for the respective wires to prevent
the dishes from being nicked. The wires ¢
can be fastened to the rods ¢ between the sec-
tions of the tubes ¢ by wrapping the ends
around the rods and then twisting the ends
around the body of the wire or in any other
suitable mannenr.

The bottom or lower section of the basket
is formed with an end support for each end
consisting of a straight piece, ¢, and a semi-
circular piece, ¢/, and the semicircular piece
1" has feet ¢/, by which the basket is sup-
ported in the frame or carriage with which it
is used, and, as shown, each foot +'/ has a
notch or recess, % to fit over a rod and hold
the basket in iis frame or carriage. The rear
corner of each support has an eye or ear, j,
corresponding to the eye or ear b, and the

go

front corner of each support has an eve or

ear, 7', and, as shown, the ears b 7 and the ears
U 47 are countersunk slightly on their engag-
ing faces. The end supports are connected
together by top side rods, %k, one at the front
side and one at the rear side, intermediate
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side rods, [, one at the front side and one at
the rear side, and bottom rods, m, and each
rod k, [, and m is provided with a head at
one end and is screw-threaded at the other
end to receive a nut by which the rods are se-
curely held in place. The rear side rod, k,
passes through the ears b of the top or up-

per section, A, of the basket loosely, and this

rod forms a pivot for the ears b, by which the
top or upper section of the basket is hinged

to the lower or bottom section, so that the bas-

ket can be opened for the insertion of the
dishes. ‘The openings b’ in the eéars b’ fit
over the rod k£ at the front side of the basket
when the top part, A, is closed down.

Each side rod, k&, is incased in a tube, n, of
vualecanized rubber, which tubes are made up
of sections corresponding to the sections of
the tube ¢, and each side [ is also incased in
a tube, 0, of vulecanized rubber made up of
sections in a similar manner, and these
tubes 1 and o fill the space on their respect-

ive rods between the end supports, and each

bottom rod m is incased in a tube, p, of vulcan-
ized rubber, formed in a continuous piece fill-
ing the space between the end supports.
These tubes can be loose upon their rods and
form a cushion to prevent the nicking of the
plates by contact with the rods. A swinging
latch, ¢, is pivoted to the front bar &, and its
free end is turned to engage the front bar ¢
and lock the basket do&ed but other locking
means can be used.

The sections of the tubes n and o corre-
spond in length and position on their re-
spective rods to the sections of the tube
e, and attached to the rods k&, between the

‘sections of the tubes n, are wires #, ryrunning

across from side rod to side rod k, and each
wire 7 is incased in a tube of vulecanized rub-
ber, s, filling the space on the wire between the
siderods k, and attached totherods/. Between
the sections of the tubes o are wires ¢, running
ACTOSS
wire ¢ is incased in a tube, u, of vulecanized
The wires » and 7 line with the wires
g and divide the interior of the basket into
spaces of a width equal or nearly so to the
depth of the dishes, and the tubes s and w
form a cushion for their respective wires, by
which nicking of the edges of the dishes is
prevented. The wiresrand ¢ can be attached
to their respective rods by coiling their ends
m*ound the rod and twisting the end of the

wire around its body in the same way as for |

the wires ¢ or in any other suitable manner.
The length of the basket and itsinteriordi-
mensions and the spacing of the interior can
be varied to suit the number, size, and style
of dishes to be washed; and 1n use the dishes
to be washed are placed one in each space

“between the cross-wires, and are held by such

from side rod to side rod [, and each.
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cross-wires, and the contact of the rods, the
dishes resting on the bottom rods, m, and, if
large enough, being engaged at the edge by
the side rods, ¢ & [, or some of such rods and
the top rods, d.

The cross-wires support the dishes 1n a
vertical plane, standing edgewise and in the
best position to receive the full beneficial ef-
fect of the water thrown or sprayed thereon,
as the entire face of each dish is exposed to
the action of the water, the cross-wires en-

gaging but little surface at the extreme outer

edge of the dish, which in effect leaves the
entire surface to be subjected to the wash-
ing on both sides of the dish.

The vulcanized-rubber tubes incasing the
rods and cross-wires furnish a.cushion and a
guard by which each dish will be effectually
protected while in the basket, and the inser-
tion of the dishes in the basket will be at-
tended with no danger or liability of break-
age. It will thus be seen that a basket 1s
provided for holding dishes which supports
each dish separate and distinet and in the
best position for washing on both sides and
washing the whole surface, and at the same
time the dishes cannot be nicked or broken
in the process of washing orin being inserted
and withdrawn from the basket. |

‘The vulecanized rubber is impervious to wa-
ter and is unaffected by the water retaining

1ts qualities of protecting and cushioning un-

der all circumstances and keeping its shape;
and this material will not become sour nor
smell with continued use, and the rods and
wires can be incased with other material 1m-
pervious to water and possessing the same
qualities as vulcanized rubber—such as vul-
canized asbestus and other similar material.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

A dish-washer basket eonslstmﬂ of a top
and bottom section hinged tocrether on one
side, having the top Sectlon formed of rigid
end pieces, eushloned top rods, sectional eush—
ioned side rods at the fronb and rear, and
cushioned cross-wires from side rod to side

rod, dividing the top lengthwise into regular

spaces, and having the lower section formed
of rigid end pieces, sectional cushioned front
and rear side rods, sectional cushioned front
and rear intermediate rods, cushioned bottom
rods, and cushioned cross-wires for the front
and rear top and intermediate side rods, di-
viding the bottom lengthwise Into regular
spaces coinciding with the spaces of the top
section, substantially as and for the purpose
specified. -
STEPHEN WILKS.
Witnesses: .
O. W. BOND,
M. L. PRICE
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