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Lo all whom it may concern:

be it known that I, GABRIEL PLESSY, a citi-
zen of the French Republic, and residing at
+4 Rue Oberkampf, Paris, in the Republic of
France, have invented certain Improvements
In Handles for Opera-Glasses and other Like
Articles, (for which I have obtained Letters
Patent in France dated August 8, 1888, No.
192,212,) of which the following is a specifica-
tion. o |

This invention relates to handles for opera-
glasses, binoculars, quizzing-glasses, and other
like articles or instruments: and the object of
the invention is to construct a handle capa-
ble of being readily folded together, so as to
occupy a small space, and of presenting great
rigidity and firmness when opened for use.

The invention further relates to means for
attaching the handle to opera-glasses of ordi-
nary. construction, as hereinafter deseribed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents 1n clevation an opera-glass pro-
vided with a folding handle according to this
invention. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the
same, showing the handle in the open position.
Kig. 3 is a plan showing the handle folded.

Kigs. 4 and 5 are enlarged details hercinafter

~described, and TFigs. 6 and 7 illustrate a fold-
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Ing handle according to this invention con-

structed for use in combination with an.ordi-

nary opera-glass, |

The handle is constructed in two par g, A

~and B, econnected by a double hinge-joint, «

«, which facilitates the folding action. One
of these parts—namely, the part A—whicl is
grasped by the hand of the person usin ¢ the
opera-glass, is construeted of or plated with

1vory, tortoise-shell, leather, or other suitable

material acting as a non-conductor of heat.
LThe other part, I3, is made of metal in open
or perforated work, or otherwise. T'his P,
which may be varnished, nickel, gold, or silver
plated, or otherwise decorated, is provided
with a sliding piece, ¢, which, when brought
over the joint, as indicated in Fig. 4, renders
the joint rigid and maintains the two parts of
the handle in position, so that they act as
one piece. By pushing the slide C along the

part b, so as to clear the double joint, the
part A is enabled to be folded against the

parts B, as indicated in Fig. 3 and in dotted
lines in Fig. 2. - '

The part B may behinged to the opera-glass,
as 1llustrated in Figs.2 and 3; but my present

invention has also reference to the provision

of the said part B with a clamp, Figs. 6 and
7, constructed as hereinafter described, in or-
der to apply the handle to existing opera-
glasses of ordinary construetion.

The handle may be jointed to the opera-
glass by means of a stud or pin, b, Fig. 5,
passed through the end of the part B of the
handle and through the arm D, beingsecured
Py & screw bearing on a washer, ¢, a projec-
tion preventing the stud from turning in the

handle. This joint, which is free to move, in

this case is constructed with stops, which re-
tain the opera-glass in the required positions.
With thisobject the metal part B of the han-
dle is provided with a civeular groove, », Fig.
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o, In which are riveted two ping, e and ¢/, act- -

ing as stops, being arranged at an angle of
ninety degrees. In this groove works a third

pin, f, attached to the arm D, which pin is ca-

pable of moving befween the stops ee, against

one or the other of which it bears, so as to

maintain the opera-glass either in the open or
closed position. However, for the existing

opera-glasses of ordinary construction I pro-
vide the handle with a c¢lamp.

Thisg elamp
K, Figs. 6 and 7, is composed of a fork made

1 one with the metallie part B of the handle,

the extremities of the parallel legs of the said
fork being in the form of hooks . A plate,

», is capable of being caused to slide on this

fork by means of a serew, v, working in a nut
connected to the said sliding plate p, which
Is provided with an extension or jaw, p’, bent

slightly outward, so as to act in conceri with

the hooks « in clamping one of the sides or
other suitable part of the opera-glass.

[ do not limit myself to the forms and di-
mensions of the improved handle illustrated
in the drawings, in combination with an opera-
glass, and the said handle may be applied to
or employed in combination with other arti-
clesorinstruments requiring a folding handle.

I elaim as my invention— |

1. A handle for opera-glasses, binoculars,
and other articles or instruments, consisting
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~of two parts with a ‘double hinge, ¢ @', con- |  Intestimony whereof Ihavesigned myname -
~ necting the two parts, and a shdmo p1eee to | to this speelﬁeamon in the presenee of two sub-

: ﬁettend over and hold the double 11111‘3'6 when | ‘serﬂomﬂ' Wltnesses | e |
S 11 usc substantially as described.. R L
59, _ The combination of an oper fL—ﬂl::‘LSC; or llhe | (TABRI}_LL PLEbbY -~
. '1ilst1'ument with & handle having aclamp COmM- | -

~posed of hooks, a movable extensmn or jaw | \\ 1tnessea

"t-&etllw with - md hooks to clamp the opera- |  LEON FRANCKE\T .
- glass, and thumb serew to faqten the elamp, | 47 Rue St Sebasz‘wn
1o as set forth. . | R.J. PrESTON.
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