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To all whon Li Ml CONCEPTL: -

Be it known that I, MARTIN V. W AGNER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mar-
shall, in the county of Calhoun and State of
W[lehluan have invented certain new and
nseful I'Inprovementﬁ in Compresses, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had thumn to the deeonlpmmnn draw-
ings, -

This improvement relates 1o a COMPress
designed to hold a pad which may be medi-
eated or not; and theinvention consistsin the
peculiar construction, arrangement, and ¢om-
bination of parts, hereinafter more particu-
larl;‘f described, and then d{lhmteb‘,ﬁ" pointed
ont in the claim.

In the accompanying (ll*fm‘*lna% forming
part of this ,spemheatmn FFigure 1 repr esents-

an elevation of the inner side of one form of
my compress with part broken away. Fig. 2
i1s a vertical central section of the same. Fig.

‘Jisan elevation, on a smaller seale, of another

form of my invention.

Beferrmﬁ now to the details of construc-
tion, A (see Figs. 1 and 2) represents the
outer casing of the compress, and B the lin-

ing of the same, both being preferably of in-
dia-rubber cloth, and also preferably sewed
together and bound at the edges to form a

pocket between them. To the top and bot-
tom of the casing are attached short pleces of
tape, C, which forms a means of securing a

pad, D, which pad is preferably medicated,

.@thhmwh this is not essential for all purposes
to whmh my invention may be applied. At
each end of the compress straps and buekles
or tapes should be secured.

The pad D is preferably made of pure linen
cloth, d, filled with layers of cofiton batting,
d’. When to be used, the pad (medicated or
not, as preferred) is placed between the lin-
ing and the tapes, and a linen cloth, E, satu-
rated with water, either hot or cold, as the
nature of the disease seems to indicate, is
also placed between the lining and the tapes,
and the compress is then drawn firmly over

the abdomen and tightly bueckled, which ex-

cludes all air. The heat from the body, if

- cold water is used, gradually warms the satu- |
so rated linen cloth, producing steam; but as:

there is no escape for it, on account of the
rubber casing, the pores of the skin are soon
opened up freely and the inflammation rap-
1dly dissipated.

For diseases of the lungs, lame back, spmal
and kidney diseases, &c., b make ‘the COM-~
press of the shape shown in Kig. 3, but other-
wise of substantially the same construection
exhibited in Hig. 1.

For diseases 1in shoulders, hips, arms, legs
ankles, or feet, I make the COMPTess to ﬂt;
the par‘rlcula,l palt but all of them act on
the same principle. The padisused in every
case with the saturated linen cloth placed
over 1t.

The rubber-cloth pocket in the compress
serves for two purposes. Oneis that, it being
double, it renders the COMPress stlll more
effectiv e, and the other 18 for the purpose of
placing the medicated pad 1n when not in
use,so as to retain the properties of the medl-
0%131011

It is obvious that by the use of the double
casing and the transverse tapes the pad
can be securely held, if desired, in two posi-
tions when in 11%6——?“1? in the pocket or
outside of the same. so_th&t the effect of the

pad may be varied to snit particular condi-

tions by bringing the wef or medicated pad
mto direct contact with the parts to which
the same is applied, or by keeping the pad
inside the pocket use 1‘r for a warm dry ap-
plication.

T'he pad serves various funections. Iirst,
1t assists 1 retaining the moisture; sceond
being of flexible na’mre 1t gives to the press-
ure wheu the compress is being buckled
tightly around the body, thereby rendermﬂ
the compress more perfect and effective, and

I at the same time renders it comfortable to the

wearer, notwithstandingitistightened around
the body, and, third, it serves as a means of
supplying medication to the part to which it
1s applied.

What I claim as new is—

The compress herein deseribed, (301]11)1‘151110
a pad having a fibrous filling and a casing
having two thwknesses of 1'*ubber cloth, and
a series of transverse tapes having their ends
attached to the top and bottom edne% thereof,
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whereby the casing is adapted to securely |In presence of two witnesses, this 1st day of
hold the pad 1n pOSlth]l either in the pocket | December, 18383. |

formed between the two thicknesses of the |

- casing or on one side thereof, and thus the

¢ action of the pad be graduated as desired, Witnesses:

substantially as de'scr*rxbed JAMES A, WAY,

In testimony whereof 1 affix my qwnatul‘e, | S. H. GORHAM.

MARTIN V. WAGNER.
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