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To all whony it s J COTLCLTTL:
Be it known that I, ALLEN B. QUI\TAN,, a
resident of Daltimore, in .the State of Mary-

.and, have invented certain new and useful ;

Improvementsin Mail-Bags; and I do hercby

—_—

declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as

will enable others slkilled in the art to which it
pertains to make and use the same.

My inventio:
mail-bags; and it consists in the peculiar con-
struction and combination of devices, that
will be more fully set forth hereinafter, and
particularly pointed out in the claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a pelqpt,(,iwe

view of a mail-bag embodvmﬂ my 111'11)1‘01"6- '

ments, showing the same open. Iig. 2
aimilm" view showing the bag closed.
is a detail sectional view taken on the 11110
v of IFig. 2. TFig. 4 is a similar view taken
on the line 7 v of Fig. 2.

18 a

The mail - bag A Thas the usual flap, B,

adapted to fold over and close its mouth. The

sald flap 18 re-enforced at its ends by rectan- !

gular plates of metal, C, secured to its inner
side by rivets or other suitable means.

The front of the bag over which the flap
folds and the said ﬂap and the back of the
bag of which the flap forms a part are pro-
vided with vertical slots D, which are prefer-
ably chased with metal to pl‘*event wear, and
adapt the bag to be readily suspended from
the hooks of the “doek” when distributing
mail-matter and placing the same therein.

The front and rearsides of the bagare pro-
vided near their upper edges, at thelr centers,
with transverse slots K, whwh are adapted to

register with each {)thel" when the bag is
elosed and are also chased with metal, as
Shown The flap B has a similarslot, I, that

registers with the slots E when Sald ﬂap 1S
folded over the mouth of the bag.

G represents a supplemental 1c ap, which is
secured at 1ts lower edge to the front side of
the bag at a suitable chqtance from the upper
end of the latter, and the said flap G is
adapted to be closed over the flap B when the
bag is closed and 1o lap over
the mouth of the bag.

Sdald flap G is of some-

what less width than the bag, so as to enable

the latter to hang distended from the dock

1 relates to an improvement in |

1‘1 lﬂ’l‘_ r:l-

the rear side of !

Cand to mroid crowding the adjacent mail-
bags on either side.

The flap G 1s provided on its inner side
with a pair of parallel transverse metallic re-
enforcing plates or strips, H I, the latter being
nearest the edge of the flap. The plate L ha%
on its center a projecting staple, K,-adapted
to pass through the 1@01,5{@1 ing slots £ F
when the bag is closed, and the pla,te I has a
central slot, L, that engages the said staple
on the rear side of the bag when the flap G
18 folded over the mouth ot the bag and over
the flap B. The said slot I. has a metallic
chasing, M, provided with an extended plate,
N, on the outerside of the flap, and the edges
of the said plate are turned up and grooved

. or bheveled on their inner sides in sueh man-

ner as to adapt them to receive and hold the

-label O, on which is thename of the post-office

to Whlch the mail-bag 18 destined.
'The keeper of a padloele;—suoh as is com-
monly employed to fasten mail-bags—is
passed through the staple, and the bag may be
thereby loeked

The plates C serve to stiffen the ends of the

flap B and prevent the same from being bent

or lifted when the bag is closed and locked,
and render it impossible for a person to insert
his hand or any instrument into the mouth of

| the bag at either corner thereof, as will be ap-

parent. The re-entforce plates H I being on
the inner side of the flap G are concealed from
sight when the bag is closed and protecled
fl‘Olll the weather and dampness.

A mail-bag thus constructed is very cheap
and simple, may be readily and quickly opened
and closed, and when locked is secure against
the abstraction of any its contents e\eept by
cutting or otherwise mutilating the bag.

II&vmn thus desceribed my 1111?’611’5101’1, I claim
and desire to sectire by Letters Patent of the
United States—

The bag having the openings E on oppoute

sides, adapted to register when the bag is

closed, the flap B, :a,dapied to fold over the
mouth of the bag and provided with the open-
ing I, to register with openings E, and pro-

wded further with the buﬂemnﬂ metallic
pl&tes C at its corners, for the purpose set
forth, the supplementalhﬂap(r secured fo one
side of the bag and adapted to fold over the
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flap B, the stiffening-plates II 1, secured to the In testimony whorcof I have signed this
inner side of said supplemental flap, said | specification in the presence of two subscrib-
plate If having the staple X, adapted to ex- | ing witnesses. ‘_
tend through the registering openings K I, |

s and said plate I having the opening L, Witnesses:
adapted to receive the projecting end of the MURRAY I1ANSON,
staple, substantially as described. CHARLES L. SMITH.

ATLLEN B. QUINAN.
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