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(No model.)

To all wlhom it may conceri:

Be it knownthatI, JoHN ¢\, CHORPENNING, A
citizen of the United States, residing at Spring-
field, in the county of Clark and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Writing-Tablets; and I do
(leclare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, sueh as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

It is the object of my invention to provide

writing pads or tablets of such construction
thatwhilethey maybe used individuallyin the
ordinary way they may be also readily secured
togetherin any desired order and number, and
that any one of them may he easily removed for
furtheruse, reference, change in arrangement,
or to be replaced by another tablet without
disturbing or injuring the others. -

Writing-tablets are ordinarily of consider-
able weight and thickness, and it is essential
to durability and convenience thatthe means
for detachably binding them together should
be very strong, and should at the same time
permit each tablet to be turned over bodily
with as much freedom as a single leaf. To
thig latter end the construetion should be
such that 1111 stiffness of what may be termed
the “hinge” of the tabletis avoided. Tablets
so constrncted are of great convenience 1n
classifying memoranda and accounts of all
kinds and. preserving them in durable and
permanent but accessible form,

In order to make my invention more clearly
understood, I have shown in the accompany-
ing drawings means for carrying the same
into effect. -

In said drawings, Ifigure 1 is a perspective
view of several writing-tablets embodying my
invention and secured together. TFig. 2 is a
longitudinal section of the same, enlarged, on
line 2 2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a fransverse sec-
tion, enlarged, on line 5 3, Fig. 2. Iig. 4isa
perspective view of one form of holding-plate
detached. Ifig. 5 is a perspective viewof an-
other formof holdingdevice. IKig. 6isa front
view of several tablets secured together by
the latter form of holder, and provided also
with protecting-covers. Ifig. 7 18 a sectional
view on a larger scale, on line 7 7, Kig. 6.
Fig. §

preferably

3 is a p(}mppetne view of {mo‘rhel" for‘m .

of holding device. Fig. "J ig a similarview of
another form adapted Tor r-?411"1.?11161‘ tablets.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates a

writing- tablet bound between a front cover,
a, and a back cover, D, the latter of w hlc-h is
the quf‘fu* md stronger..

The holding and hinging devices for e ac,h
tablet consist of a holdmmplate B, secured
firmly and strongly to the tablet, (by prefer-
ence to the back cover, 0,) and a strip or
strips, C, of leather or other strong and flexi-
ble materml which sirips are e attached by one
end to the ]wldm -plate of the bottom tablet
or to the back PIG(‘E of aprotecting-cover, are
loosely connected with each tablet throun*h
the medinm of its holding-plate, and are at-
tached by the other end to the holdma-pla‘m
of the topmost tablet or to the top pieceof the
protecting-cover. -

The plate B may congist of thin metal—
such as tin or stiff composition—secured to
the cover b by means of fingers f, cut out of,
passing through, or soldered to said pl&te
passed throuoh the cover, and bent down upon
the inner faee of the latter. Atitsupperend
the holding-plate extends forward over the
upper edge of the tablet, as indicated at e,
and in some instances for a short distance
downward upon the front of the tablet, as
shown at e’. The extension ¢ may be for the

full width of the tablet or for only a portion

thereof, as 111:110&16(1 in Figs. 5 and 9. The
extenqwn ¢’ also may extend the full width of
the tablet, as shown in Fig. 8, or may occur
at intervals, as seen in Iigs. 1 and 4.

D is a retaining-piece, which, when the tab-
lets are secured together, lies upon the top or
outer side of the strip or strips C. This piece
is, in the construction shown in Figs. 1, 4, 8,
and 9, formed in one piece with or perma-
11e11ﬂy soldered to the holding-plate b. In
such case the strips C are demehahl} secured
at their ends to the holding-plate of the top
or bottom tablet, or both, as by passing them
throngh slits in and wi apping them one or
nmore h Mmes mouml said plate or avound the
extension ¢’; or the retaining-piece D may
be separate from and detachably connected
with the holding-plate B, as shown in Figs. 5,
6, and 7. In this casethe endsof strip Cmay
he secured, respectively, to the front and back
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leaves of a protecting-cover, P, either perma-
nently by pasting, as indicated in Kigs. 6 and
7, or In any other suitable manner. In the
(011‘5131'1101 ton ilustrated by Ifig. 9 the holding-

plate does not extend across ﬂw whole § d(*L |

of the tablet, but is made in two or moro
pleces, one of ‘which is shown in said figure.
The manner

clently clear without further description, and
it will be seen that while the tablets are capa-

ble of individual use they may be readily

classified and bound together, but so that any
one may be detached without disturbing or
injuring the others, and that while hound to-
gether the tablets are so hinged that each is
capable ol being turned over bodily with as
much freedom as a single leaf.

Having thus described m yinvention, whatl

c¢laim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent

of the United States, is—

A writing-tablet provided with the hold-
ing-plate and the laterally-extending retain-
ing piece or pieces D on the back of 111{1]101(1
11‘_13—1)15110, and forming an opening or open-
ings closed at each (;rl'u?l, substantially
forth.

of securing together and of .
separating two or more ot the tablets 18 suffi-

a8 set |
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2. The combination, with two or more writ- |

397,970

ing-tablets having the holding-plates and the
retaining-pieces D, of the flexible strip C,
passing from one tablet to another and be-
neath said retaining-picces, the tablets being
detachable from the strips, substantially asset
forth.

3. T'he combination, w lth two or more wril-
ing—tabletb having the holding-plates and the
retaining-pieces D, of the flexible strip
passing from one tablet to another and be-
neath said retaining-pieces, and the protect-
ing-covers P, the tablets being detachable
imm the strips, substantially as Set forth,

4. A writing-tablet provided with the back
cover, b, and the stiff holding-plate B, secured
1o 5&1{1 cover by means of the fingers f, pass-
ing through and bent down upon the cover,

substantially as deseribed, whereby it may be
connected and hinged wnh other tahlets, suh-
qmﬂm]lﬁ; as %Of 101111

the 1)1 (?h(}l].(f‘.-(% O_IT 1W0 W 11.1’1@8%@5
JOHN (U CHORDPENNING.

- Witnesses: _
HARRY B, CHORPENNING,
(CHARLES W. ('THORPENXNTING,

the holding-plate being provided with means,
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