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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent Wo. 397,717, dated February 12, 1889.
Application filed December 14, 1688, Serial No. 293,619, (No model) |

Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. HARTSHORN ,
of West Haven, in the county of New Jlaven
and dState of Connecticut, have invented a new
Improvement in Buckles; and T do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with accompanying drawings and the

letters of refervence marked thereon, to be a

full, elear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of

this specification, and represent, in—

IFigure 1, a front view of the huckle eon-
plete; Fig. 2, a rear view of the same; g, 3,
the frame detached; TFig. 4, a front view of
the part B as preparved for attachment to the

frame; FKig. 5, a front view of the part C as |

prepared for attachment to the frame: I o0,
avertical section on line x 2 of Iig. 2; Fig. 7,
a vertical section representing the parts B
and Cas thrown forward for the introduction
or adjustment of the strap: IFFig. §, the same
sectlon as I'ig. 7, showing the parts b and C
in the closed position and as'en gaging the
strap.

1n that class of buckles used for wearing-ap-
parel, and specially adapted for suspenders,
the buckle being of that subdivision in which

‘the clamping is produced by the edge of a jaw

hinged to the frame so as to impinge upon
the strap which passes between the said edge
of the said jaw and a corresponding edge on
another part of the buckle, the object being
to facilitate the introduction or adjustment
of the strap and yet maintain a positively-
firm grip upon the strap: and the invention
consists in the construction as hereinafter
deseribed,
claim. |

The buckle is composed of three paris—a
wire frame, A, (see Fig. 3,) which is nguall y
im the form of a parallelogram, the two ends
brought together upon one sid ¢; B, the sec-
ond part, which forms the jaw. This is m ade,
as seen in I'ig. 4, from sheet metal, the lower
edge serrated to form the enga eing edge of

the jaw, and is also constructed with a longi- |

tndinal slot, a, above, through which the sus-

pender or strap may pass.  Above this slof a

projection, b, is made to form a lip, which is
bent around the upper or divided side of the

frame, as seen in Iig. 6, d indieatin g the up- |

and particularly recited in the

1 per barof the frame. The lip is simply closed

around the upper side so that the jaw B
may swing thereon outward or forward, as
imdicated in Fig. 7. Near the working-edee
of the jaw a longitudinal groove, e, is formed
on the face side by making a bend in the
metal. This turns the serrated edge of the
jaw outward. |

C represents the third part, which is algo
made from sheet metal, (see Fig. 5,) and is con-
structed with ears f upon its lower edge,
which are-adapted to be closed around the
lower side of the frame, as seen in Fig. 6, and
so that this part, C is hinged to the lower side
of the frame, so as to swing forward and
outward, as indicated in Fig. 7. The part C
18 construeted with a longitudinal slot, ¢,
siinilar to the slot @ in the part B, which slot
forms a bar, i, upon the upper edge of the part
C. . The widths of the parts C and B are such
withrelation to each other that swhen in place,
as seen 1n Ifig. 6, the biting-edge of the jaw
corresponds to the slot g of the part ¢ and

o - stands 1ngide of the part ¢ when in the worlk-
This invention relates to an nnprovement |

Ing position, as seen in F'ig. 6. The har h of
the part C is above the edge of the jaw and
corresponds to the groove ¢ in the part B.

The part C is constructed with a hook, 4, or
other suitable known device, by which the
suspender ends or braces may be attached.
For this hook there may he substituted any
of the known devices for making such attach-
ment. |

The length of the parts B and (! is greater
than that of the frame A, so that the ends
of the frame form stops or rests against which
the parts B and C may bear when in the
closed position. This completes the buekle.

To introduce the strap or suspender, the
two parts B ¢! are turned forward and out-
ward. Theend of the strap is first run through
the groove « of the part B from the rear side
forward; thence down outside the edee of the

- Jaw and outside the bar /o of the part C; thence

returned through the slot ¢ and to the rear
of the lower bar of the frame, as clearly seen
in IFig. 7. The two parts Band C being turned
outward makes the introduction of the strap
in this manner easy and without obstruction.
When the proper position of the strap has
been reached, the two parts B € are then

closed, as seen in Iig. 8, The jaw Impinges
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against the strap at the slot g so as to
clamp the strap against the lower edge of the
slot. The strap is then drawn taut and 1s
held secure against possible movement. Mo
readjust the strap, the two parts Band € are
thrown outward, as hefore, when the engage-
ment of the strap between the two parts 1s
completely broken and the strap may be re-
adjusted and set as belfore.

I have deseribed the buckle as having the
parts B C to swing outward, but it will be
understood that this outward position i1s that
which is most desirable. It may, however, be
reversed, so that in fact the parts would tum
in the opposite direction in opening and elos-
ing, but so far as the relation of the strap and
parts are concerned the movement is the
same. 1 use the term “outward” only as o
relative term. ~

I claim-—

397,717

The hercin-described buckle, consisting of
the wire frame A, forming an upper and lower
bar, the sheet-metal part B, constructed with
the lip closed around the upper bar of the
frame as a hinge, and the said part I con-
structed to form. a jaw at its lower edge, and
withh a longitudinal slot, @, above the Jaw

“edge combined with the part C hinged to the

lower bar of the frame, and constrocted with
a longitudinal slot, g, forming a bar, /i, upon
the upper edge of the said part C, the said
yart, C in its closed position adapted to over-
lap the jaw edge of the part I3 and present
the jaw edge of the part B to the said slot in
the part (', substantially as described.

ITENRY A. HARTSHORN.
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Withesses: _
IFrRED. (. EARLE,
J. H. SHUMWAY.
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