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To all whom & meay concern:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM W. NIVISON
and GEORGE I°. NIVISON, citizens of the
United States, residing at Lester, in the connty
of Branch and State of Mich lgan, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Post-1Tole Machi nes; and wedo declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to malke and use the same.

This invention has relation to im prove-
ments in post-hole diggers; and it consists,
essentially, of two bars of angular form piv-
otally connected together by means of a long
plate, or two plates secured parallel to the
sald bars and on opposite sides thercof, so
that one of the bars may move with respect
to the plates, while the other one moves there-
with, a Ioop secured to one of the hars above
angular points thereon, auger-pods secured
to the lower ends of the bars or levers, a piv-
oted gravitating latch having a notch, and a

stud on one of the levers to engage the said

noteh, as will e hereinafter set. forth, and
particularly pointed out in the claim -
pended. | |

Before describing the details of construe-
tion we desire to say that we are well aware

that it is not new to provide a post-hole dig-
~ger composed of two angular levers pivoted

together and each carrying a stop, and to
employ a pivoted gravitating lateh for lock-
ing the levers in an operative position.

We are also aware of the patent granted to
J. J. Armstrong, November 21, 1832, in which
a post-hole digger is shown as composed of

two bent bars preferably formed from wood,

and provided with spade-hlades, so that they

may be used separately as spades, or in com-
bination as a post-hole digeer; but in sueh
device the levers are connected together b Y
blades which project sufficiently from the le-
vers to form cutfers. |

In the aceompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a post-hole-boring machine
constructed according to our invention. Fig.
218 a longitudinal sectional view of the sam e,
and Fig. 3 isa transverse sectional view taken
on the line x « of Fig, 1.

Referring by letter to the said d 'awWIings,

A DB indieate two levers, which arve of a form

substantially as shown, having their upper
ends bent laterally to form handles «, from
which point to the point b they are APPToxX-
Imately straight, and from the latter point for
the portion of their length are bent at an ob-
tuse angle laterally. o
U indicates a broad flat Ioop, which has its
ends secured to the lever I3, and receives
through it the lever A, so that the same may
move freely therein. |
D D indicate two elongated plates, which
are ol a rectangular form. These plates are
pivoted at their upper corners to the levers

- A and B, respectively, as shown at d, and the

lever BB is secured to the lower contiguous
corners of the said plate, as shown at e.

It should be here observed that the levers
are not directly pivoted together, but that the
plates D connect them. It should algo be ob-
served that these plates are very long, and
that they extend down the sides of the levers
connecting them, and will prevent any tor-
stonal strain during operation. Weattach im-
portance to the employment of these plates
and to the fact that the levers are not pivoted
together., |

E indicates the pods or blades, which m ay
be of any suitable construction, and are se-
cured to the lower outwardly-curved ends of
the levers A I3.

I' indicates a gravitating lateh, which is
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pivoted to the lever A, adjacent to the han-

dles, and is providéd with a notch near its
opposite end, as shown, to engage a stud, £,
on the lever B. Itwill be seen that this lateh
by its gravity will normally bear against the
sald stud I and lock therewith, when, by sim-
ply lifting its outer or weighted end, the same
will be disengaged from the said stud and
the levers and pods free to move.

Having deseribed our invention, what we
claim is— |

The improved post-hole digeer hervein de-

[pu— -

scribed, consisting, essentially, of the two
angular levers A B, having their upper ends
bent laterally to form handles, and their lower
ends curved outwardly and inwardly to re-
ceive pods, the loop (¢, secured to one of the
levers and receiving through it the other lever,
the long plates D, pivoted at their upper cor-
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ners to the respective levers, and also pivoted In testimony whercof we affix our signatures
at their lower corners to the lever I3 only, | in presence of two witnesses. |
whereby stability will be rendered in the op- - WILLIAM W. NIVISON.
eration, the pivoted gravitating lever If, hav- | . GEORGE . NIVISON.

5 ing a noteh, as shown, and the stud on the Witnesses:
lever I3, adapted to receive the said noteh, T. J. NIXON,
substantially as specitied. - . L M. O. NIVISON.
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