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To all whom it may corvcern:

I3e it known that I, CLAYTON I.. BAKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at En-
glewood, in the county of (Joolx_ and Sm‘re of
Illmms haNe invented certain new and useful
Impmvements in Dash-Boards for Vehicles,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to animproved method

of forming the metallic frame-work of dash-
boards for vehiieles.  As usually constructed
such dash-boards consist of a metalliec skele-

frame-work having suitable means for secur-
1ng it to the vehicle- -body. This frame-work
h.ﬂ,s heretofore been made of light w rought-

iron bars or rods welded tonether to f01111 aQ |

rectangular frame of the 1eq11110d size, and
usuﬂ,lly having cross-bars to 1mpart Stlennth
to the frame as well as to support the mm e-
rial used for covering the same. These dash-
boards are of dlfferent lengths and heights,
and have been, both with 1*951]9(3‘0 to labor and
material, eompam’m ely expensive.

The ob'ieet of my invention is to construet
these dash-board frames of suitable material,
(preferably of malleable iron,) in sections ana
Interchangeable, so that dash-boards of vari-
ous sizes are readily made up by selecting
parts of suitable length, and to produce a
dash-board frame of the desired strength and
lightness at a small initial cost.

One special advantage of my improved con-

struction consists in my being able to cast !

sald 1nterchangeable sections when made of

malleable iron, the expense of thus casting

the same bemﬂ consicderably less than When
wrought-iron Dars or rods are used, which
reduction in expense applies equally to the

saving in putting the frame-work of the dash-

board together, the wrought-iron bars requir-
ing labor in weldlm;, while my interchange-
.:Ll)le malleable-iron sections are easily and
securely united by the employment of rivets,

as shown by the drawings, or by other suit-

able means. |

In the accompanying dlmvings, Figure 1
represents my improved frame in elevation
ready for the covering material. Ifig. 2 is a
similar view of the end sections theleof the
side connecting-bars for connecting the end
sections omitted. Fig, 5 1s a similar view of

covered with leather, the

the complete frame, but showing the upright

bars of the frame .;1(1,] ustable, with provision
whereby they may be mhusted to different
heights. Ifigs. 4 and 5 show the end bars
provided with means for connecting them to
vehicles having straight and slanting bodies,
respectively. 1 |

In the form of construction illustrated in
IFigs. 1 and 2 the frame is composed of two
rec,mnﬂulm‘ frames, A B C D, which are e pref-
emlﬂy cast in one piece from malleable iron.
These corner frames ave then connected by
bars K If, also of malleable iron, by means of
rivets, bolts, and nuts, or other suitable de-
vice. It is obvious that the frame may be
made long or short by selecting longer or
shorter eonnee‘rmﬂ bars., 1 prefer to eut away
the meeting ends of these sections and of the
frame- %0(*‘[1011,5, as shown—say half the thick-
ness of each—whereby when the frames are
joined Dby means of the connecting-sections
the frames and sections shall stand in the
same plane, |
- In Fig. 3 the corner frame A 3 C D is made
adjustable vertically by providing it with
COHI]OG“'II'-'"-%(‘Cﬁ(m& (x 1. |

IFig. 4 shows a dash-board having a shank
suitable to he connec ted to the or dmm y phae-
ton.

Fig. 5 illustrates a shank or 001111@0131110-
arm which adapts the dash-board to be con-
nected to asurrey. T'his shank or connecting-
arm 15 formed 1integrally with the end sections
of the dash-frame, and this construction is a
oreat 11111)1‘0?6111611‘5 upon the old method of
weldinﬂ' the shank to the corners of the frame.
By aﬁtmn 1t 1ntegral therewith the metal
may be spread so as to give a considerable
thickness or breadth of material, and at the
same -time 1t 18 much cheaper than the old
method of welding the shank to the frame.
Another method heretofore employed has
been to make the shank and dash-frame sep-
arately and bolt the two together. This con-
struction 1s objectionable for the reason that
the bolts work loose., Actual experiment with
dash-frames of the various sorts above men-
tioned has demonstrated that a cast mallea-
ble frame with an integral shank whereby to
attach 1t to the vehmle-—body can be made
lighter, cheaper, and stronger than either of

55

60

75

80

QO

03

100



2 o 897,329 )
the other forms. It is necessary, however, in | thereof integral attaching shanks or feet pro-
order to cast the shank of the frame, to make | vided with bolt-holes, whereby to adapt the
the frame in sections, because the shrinkage | frame to be secured to the vehicle-body, and

of the metal and its tendency to warp would | connecting-bars whereby to secure the end
¢ prevent the casting of the frame with the | sections together, substantially as deseribed. 13

shanks all in one plece. E CLAYTON 1. BAKER.
I claim—
A dash-frame for wheeled vehicles of cast Witnesses:
- malleable metal, comprising end sections of C. C. LINTHICUM,
1o rectangular form having at the outer corners FREDERICK (. GOODWIN.
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