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To all whom 1t may conceriv.

Be it known that I, THEODORE B. OSBORNE,
a ecitizen of the United States, residing at
Plainfield, county of Union,and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Stands for Christmas-

Trees and other Articles, fully described and -

represented in the following specification and
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
of the same. | |

This invention relates to a tripod or stand
for receiving and supporting in a perpendicu-
lar position a flag or tentpole, Christmas-tree,
&e., or the pole or standard of a surveying-
instrument, photographic apparatus, or other

articles.

The present invention, though capable of
use in connection with many varieties of ar-
ticles, will, for convenience, be hereinafter de-
seribed as applied to the support of a Christ-
mas-tree. -

It is the object of the present invention to
provide a tripod or stand inwhich the welght
of the tree or standard will operate to secure
it in the stand, which ecan be adjusted to re-
ceive trees of different diameters without
changing materially its stability, and n
which the parts shall be so constructed that
it may be folded up or collapsed into con-
venient form for shipment or storage.

To these ends the invention consists of a
stand having its legs connected at their con-
vereing ends in the form of a togele-joint,
said legs having also connected at their outer
ends, by knuckle-joints or in any similar
manner, inelined arms, the free ends of which
bear against and give lateral support to the
tree, the proximity of their converging ends
and the spread or contraction laterally of the
legs of the stand depending upon the (liameter
of the supported tree. |

The invention further consists in certain
details of construction and certain modifica-
tions hereinafter referred to.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a plan view, and Fig. 2 a side elevation, of.a
tripod constructed according to my invention
in its preferred form. TFigs. 3 and 4 are re-
spectively similar views of said
closed or collapsed condition. Figs. 5 and 6
are views similar to Figs. 1 and 2, illustrating

- bearing-edges.
legs A B C are alsorecessed, as shown at ke L,

in the legs A B C.

against the tree.

tripod 1n 1ts

different forms of the invention, which will be
hereinafter fully explained. Figs. 7, 8, and
0 are views similar to Figs. 1, 2, and 4, re-
spectively, illustrating another form of my
invention. |

Referring now particularly to Figs. 1 and

2. it is to be understood that A B C represent
the legs of the tripod, which are connected
loosely at their converging ends by being piv-
oted to plates @ b ¢ in the form of a toggle-
joint. To their upper sides, preferably near
their outer ends, the legs A B C have piv-
otally connected to them inclined gripping-
arms D F F by means of knuckle-joints d e f,
said arms, for more perfect contact with the
lees A B C and to prevent thelr movement
beyond certain limits, having their connected
ends mitered, as shown in IFig. 2. o
The upper ends of the arms D E I con-
verge toward a common center with the con-

verging ends of the legs A B C,and when the

supported tree G is in position bear against
its sides and hold it steady and prevent its
lateral movement. The converging ends of
said arms are recessed, as shown at g h ¢, for
inclosing the tree and to provide pertfect
The converging ends of the

for receiving the lower end of the tree.
The manner of using the stand thus con-
structed is as follows: The tree G, which may

be of any diameter within quite wide limits,

and whieh will usually have its lower end
pointed or tapered, will be Antroduced be-
tween the arms D E I, with its lower end
within the space formed by the recessesj k[
The converging ends ot
the arms D E It will be brought against 1ts
surface with their recesses ¢ i inclosing the
same. The weight of the tree will then exert
a downward pressure upon the legs A I3 (|
causing them to spread slightly and to force
the converging endsof the arms D I I tightly

position, the tree will be held in a perpendicu-
lar position, being braced in all directions by
means of the arms D E I¥,which inclose 1t.
1twill be noted that a stand thus constructed
is capacitated to receive and support trees of
any diameter within quite wide limits, and
that any increase in diameter causes but a
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comparatively slight contraction of the legs,
which would dummah the stability of the
stand.

When the stand is not in use, its pm*i% may
be folded together, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4,
in convenient form for shipment or storage.

Although the stand whielhh has been de-

sceribed embodies the invention in its Most

desirable form for general nse, yet many modi-
fications may be :mndo in its construection
without w]m]lv departing from the invention.
Two (‘*\amples of modifications that may be
made are illustrated in Juﬂa o and 06, which
will now be deseribed, as \\1]1 also 1_.11{_}. CON-
struction illustrated in Figs. 7 to 9.

In the construetion 11111%11 ated 1n IYig. 5 ﬂm
lees A B C have their converging ends con-
nected in the form of a toe ﬂl{‘* ]m_m and the
arms D E If are mmwde{l to the legs by
means of knuckle-joints ¢ 7, as in the pre-
vious construection. The arms D K I¢,

however, instead of resting upon the legs A |

B, Mimnl past the ends {}J the legs and form
1(191 which are, in effeet, part of the legs, In
ﬂﬂwr respects 1]10 constructi on is the same as
that before deseribed.

In the construetion illustrated i i ig, 6 the
relative positions of the legs A l} ; aml ATINS
D K I arve the same as in Fig. 5. Said legs
and arms, however, instead of l)mnn connected
by Ik 1111(*1110 ]01111%3{1% in that const I‘I‘LL‘“()]I, are
conneeted by means of pivots m, the con-
verging ends of the arms D E F hmnﬁ CON-
nected Dby means of pivotal plates s hmlimn
their ontward movement and forming fulera

upon which the arms act so as to grip the |

tree when their lower ends are spread by the
toggle formed by the legs. These construe-
tions, though well ml.-,qﬂm] for some uses, are
not as dﬁ%ndhle A ﬂm{ shown in Figs. 1 fo 4.
In Figs. 7, §, and 9 is illustrated
the same in (‘()11%11'[1(‘1]011 as that illustrated

in I'igs. 1 to 4, but provided “lﬂlﬂ.lfl/\hﬁjllu%

.

device l(JeaT(,,fl bhelow the converging ends of

the lees A B €. This laz,w; i(mua dmwe CON-
sists of a series of levers, g rs, pwom]h CON-

“nected to the legs A B Q, ,respectively, at one
ond, m](l to Ptmh oﬂler at 111011 c*ouwtrumn'

1II-l
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diately beneath f]w converging ends of the
legs A B C and arms D E I'.  The provision

- of ﬂns]a/} -tongs device %111]1]]”1(1’3 the adjust-
- ment of the ‘%fﬂlld in that it permits the legs

of the stand to be separated and properly ad-
justed for use upon the movement of any two
of said legs. The pivotal plates ¢ b ¢ will in
this case he of larger size or be connected to
the legs A I3 C nearer to their converging
ends than in Figs, 1 1o 4, in order to p]m"ul(,
a space between said {“()IIV(‘I’“HN ends suffi-
ciently large to permit the passage of the
ends of the levers g 7 s when the stand is
folded up orcollapsed.  When in its collapsed
condition, the stand will assume the form
shown in ]1 12, Y,

The hir.{l]l{l% which have been deseribed may
be of wood, or may, and in many cases _1:}_1..'{}[__-
erably mll be of metal.

The stand will preferably be of the tripod
form shown: but it may consist of four or
more legs a.nd arms, if in any (‘EL%(‘ it Should
be desived.

W”]mt I claim is—

. The combination, with the legs A B (.,
plvofed to form a ms.;glﬁ joint, ot 111@ grip-
]mw 111]1'-; D E I‘, pivoted to :‘md CONverging
substantially as dehu*ﬂ:}ed

2, "1"‘]1 (*mnbnmimn with the legs A B (),
pwmed to form a 10&01@ joint, of 1119 oI~
ping-arms ) K If, mmwet yd to said lws by
Lnuc‘*ldo-]mn(s and converging f—lb(ﬂ"(‘ sl
legs, substantially as (lesm'lhed .

3 Tho combination, with the legs A I3
pwo’rod to form a 10 gle-joint, of the grip-
ping-arms D E ¥ 0011110(316(1 to said legs by
knuekle-joints, and the lazy mnnmlm*lee ¢ON-
sisting of the levers g » s , pivoted to said legs
and pivot: tl]\, m)nn@mml])mwm}] the converg-
ing ends of said legs, ub%mmmlh as d@
sceribed.

In hlaimmm whereof T have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of 1wo ‘slll)wa‘l]}Ill“

witnesses.
THEODORE D.
Witnesses:
J.J. KENNEDY,
~EO. H. Borrs.

OSBORNE.
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