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To all whom it may coneceri:

Be it known that I, EDWARD . SOLTMANN,
of New York,in the county and State of New
York, have invented a certain new and useful

¢ Tmprovement in Ink and Color Slabs, of which
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the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements 1n
ink and color slabs, and has for its object the
provision of an article embodying the advan-
tages of cheapness of manutacture and sim-
plicity and cheapness 1n use.

To this end the invention consists, essen-
tially, in the several parts and combinations
of parts used in the present embodiment of
the improvement. |

I will first deseribe my invention in detail,
and then pointoutthenovel featuresin claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118
a plan view of my improved ink-slab, the cover
being removed. I'ig.2 isasimilar view of the
cover. Iig. 31is asection taken on the dotted
line, extending longitudinally through the
ink-slab in the upper part of Fig. 1, the cover
being partially removed. Fig. 41s a similar
view taken on the dotted line, extending lon-
oitudinally through the ink-slabin the lower
partof Fig. 1, the cover being in position. Fig.
5 is a transverse vertical section of the device.

Figs. 6 and 7 are transverse vertical sections,

and Fig. 8 a longitudinal section illustrating
modifications. | |
Referring to the drawings, in which similar

letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts in all the figures, A designates the ink- |

slab, preferably of rectangular configuration
and made of porcelain, slate, or other suitable
material. This ink-slab is provided with a
longitudinal cavity or well, B 0, extending to
within a short distance of each end of the
slab and having in the present instance a con-

cave bottom, forming the grinding-surface, on |

which the ink or color is rubbed. It will be

observed that the well and grinding-surface |
are combined in one long and narrow cavity, |
' the two wells are made converging or slanting

so that in grinding the ink or color the water
in the well is constantly stirred or agitated by
rubbing the cake throughit, which causes the
ink or color to thicken guickly and prevents
caking or crusting. The slabis shown as hav-

so ing end portions, E, which are flat on the top

beyond the ends of the well.

D designates a |

longitudinal eavity or well, which may be
made of less width transversely than the cav-
ity or well B . This latter well is shown as
open at both ends, as at IF, its primary pur-

55

pose being to serve as a holderfor the penor -

brush, although it may be used as a orind-
ing-well, and its bottom 1s, like the well B b,
of coneave configuration. If open at one or
both ends—that is, when thelongitudinal cav-
ity or well D extends entirely through the end
walls of the slab—the pen or brush may be
inserted without necessitating the removal o
the cover H 1. :

(! designates the partition between the wells.

The cover H I is made thicker at one end
than at the other, to render it heavier. AS
here shown, it is made taper or wedge shaped
‘n vertical plane from one end to the other,
and may be provided, for convenience in op-
eration, with a depression, J, in the uppersur-
tace nearone end. This cover may have slid-
ing connection with the slab by means of rab-
bets or grooves G, formed in the side wall of
said slab, as illustrated in Figs. 1, 5, 5, and 6.
My object in making this cover heavy at one

- end and light at the other is th at frequently it

‘s desirable to leavethe well partly uncovered.
Should the cover be of equal weight at both
ends, it would tilt downwardly when slid off
the ink-slab more than half its length. By
my construction I obviate this difficulty, the
cover balancing perfectly even when consid-
erably removed, as seen i Fig. 5.

If the top of the slab and the cover are made
longitudinally curved, as in [Fig. 8, the cover
will be rendered still more stable when it 18
partially removed, because the heavy end of

the cover will be lowered Dy its being par-

tially slid off at the thin end. This curved
form of the cover also better adapts it as a
support for pens or brushes rested upon 1t
while extending transversely to its length.
In Figs. 6 and 7 1 have illustrated a modi-

fication ot my invention, in that the walls of

inwardly from top to bottom. The object of

‘his construction is to cause such portion of
the ink as adheres to the walls of the wells to
center in the bottoms thereof, as well as 10
afford greater facility in grinding.

The cover H I may be arranged on the ink-
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(No Model,) 2 Sheets—Sheet 1.

© C. SPERRY.
ROTATABLE DRAWING BOARD AND MECHANICAL RULER.
No. 397.147. Patented Feb. 5, 1889.
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