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Application filed February 24, 1888, Serial No. 265,168, (No model.)

To all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANCIS J. RABBETH,
of Boston, county of Suffollk, and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Nut-Crackers, of which the following descrip-
tion, in connection with the accompanying
drawings,is a specification, like letters on the
drawings representing like parts.

My invention relates to a nut-cracker of that
class 1n which two pivoted members are pro-
vided with jaws orrecesses to engage the nut
to be cracked, and with handles by which the
sald jaws are pressed together.

In one class of nut-crackers of this kind the
members are connected by a link,and the piv-
otal connection between the link and the jaw-
handles is offset to one side of the latier, the
sald jaw-handles being provided on both sides
with devices to engage the nut, and the dis-
tance between the Jaw-faces bemﬂ varied ac-
cording as one or the other side of the jaws
18 used and thus affording a certain degree
of .;Ld;]uatalnmv between the jaws, o enable
the nut-crackers to be used easily with nuts
of different size. In other constructions the
Jjaw-faces are extended a considerable dis-

tance from the pivot, so that a larger nut can

be properly engaged at a point more remote
from the pivot than the proper point for en-
oaging a smaller nut. This latter construec-
tion, however, variestheleverage derived from
the handle%, giving less power to crack a
larger than to crack a smaller nut.

The object of the present invention is to
produce a nut-cracker that can be readily ad-
justed to operate upon nuts of all sizes with
the handles in the most convenient position
for the user and with the maximum amount
of leverage for all-sized nuts.

T'he nut-cracker embodying this invention

comprises two members, each having a handle

portion and a jaw or face to engage the nut,
and an adjustable link or connection between
sald members, by which the ends of the mem-
bers that are pivotally connected together
may be placed at anyrequired distance apart,
the adjustment being quickly and easily ac-
compilished.

Figuare 1 1s a side elevation of a nut-cracker
embodying this invention; Fig. 2, a longitudi-
nal section of the end portion thereof, show-

l

ing the link or connector in side elevation;

and Fig. 3, a sectional detail on line x x, Fig. 1.
The nut-cracker compriges two members, ¢
b, the ends a’ &’ of which constitute the han-

- dles by which the implement is held and oper-

ated, and the said members are provided near
their other ends with suitable jaw-faces, a° b7,
toengage thenuttobecracked. The said mem-
bers are connected by an intermediate bar or

link, the construction of which will be here-

inafter deseribed, and one is pivoted or ful-
crumed with relation to the other by a hinge-
joint (shown at ¢) between the member a and
the connecting-link, so that their handles a’
b’ may be moved towardor from one another
to close or open the jaws a® 0*in the usual
manner.

In order to provide for varying the distance

between the jaws a® 0% so that they may en-
gage a nut of any size when the handles o’ b’
are in the most convenient position tor oper-
ating said jaws, the said members a b are con-
nected by an intermediate link or bar, d, the

connection between which and one of the Smd

members is made adjustable, so as to vary the
length of the said bar that is interposed he-
tween the members, and thus vary the dis-
tance between the jaws. The construction of
this connecting bar or link and of the device
for adjusting its point of connection with one
of the members—or, in other words, the length
of said bar that is interposed between thesaid
members—may be varied considerably while
retaining the feature of easy adjustability,

and the specific construction shown, which

will now be described, is strong, durable, and
efficient, and is believed to be the best now
known to me. The said adjustable connec-
tion between the bar d and the member b is
made by a nut, ¢, having an external thread
working in a threaded Secket b3, in the mem-
ber 0, and having an internal thread that
engages an external thread on the bar d. The
said connecting link or bar d and nut e are
preferably connected by a thread of steep
piteh, so thatthe rotation of the nut produces
a rapid longitudinal movement of the bar
therein and consequent movement of the
jaws toward or from one another.

It is not essential that the nut e should be
connected by a screw-thread with the mem-
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ber U; but by having such eonncetion pro-
vided with a thread ol“ opposite piteh or In-
clination to that of the bar ¢ the longitudi-
nal movement of the nut in its socket 1s
added to that of the bar in the nut, thus pro-
ducing a more rapid movement of the jaws
with relation to one another by a given rotary
movement of the nut than would l){ 1)1{1(111((1:1
if but one thread only were used.

In order to prevent the member O {from ro-
tating on the bard, so as o bring the handles
otit of line with one another, 111{1 said bar Is
flattened, as shown at and works in a cor-

respondingly- a]m])ed opening, & in ]mmmn-—
bher b, as shown in Ifig. 7.

1 hv cnd of the hav o m 1w be le H of full di-
ameter, as shown at Irie. 2, and will thus
form a stop toprevent ﬂw said bar d from be-
ing turned wholly out ol the nut e, and thereby
hat noaeed from the member b of the nut-
craclioer.

The action of hoth the external and l]l[( rnal
threads of the nut e when rotated tends to
move the jaws in the same direction, and the
Jims mMay ﬂlm readily be moved HJ the de-
sired position with relation to one another by
a4 quick turn of the said nut, which can eastly
be operated by the finger of i]m hand hohhnﬁ
the nut to bhe cracked hetw*( cu the jaws,

It is obvious that the construction of the
adjustable connector between the jaws may
ho '1'1"1(':::'1'i ﬁf‘f-d 'i I \*:;1'1 imlffs wvays wi’rh {')1'11_? materi-

..... ation, and
1_.] e inven U 01 1_ 141 {}1__. ]_ 111 tf:t_l. to the construction
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illustrated, which is, however, helieved to be
the most (‘011\01110111 and (‘i[l( 10111

I ¢latm— |

A nut-eracker comprising two members

P 1_'*(:}'\"1 ded near one end with Jaws or faces 1o
cneage the nut to be eracked, and a conneet-
ing bar or link pivotally conneeted with one
of said members and adjustably connected
with the other of satd member S, 418 set forth,
whereby the distance of the jaw ends tmm
one another may be varied, hll]..}hl.:_l-lli.hl-” i
deseribed. |

2. The combination of the two handled jaw
me lll])(*lh of a4 nut-cracker with a threaded
bar pivotally connected with one of said mem-
bersanda nuf co- operating with said bar, con-
nected with the other of said members, sub-
stantially as described,

3. The combination of the members

°( i b,
{'lw threaded bar , pivotally connected with
one ol said mmnbe q, and the adjusting-nat
having external and internal threads ot oppo-
site inelination, one co-operating with said
bar  and the other co-operating with the
other of said members of the nut-cracker, sub-
stantiatly as deseribed. |
In testimony whereof T havesigned my name
{o this qw(*lfle 1fion in the [nowlmoul two sub-
Serihing withesses,

FRANCIS J. RABBETH.
Withessos:
Jos, 2. LIVER
M. B, oo,
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