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To all whony it 101 COTLCETTL!
Be it known that I, BELA ST. f{)ﬂﬁt\ of Tor-

rington, in the (30‘1_11:11;-}?" of Titehfield and State
of Connecticut, haveinvented anew Improve-
ominal Supporters; and 1 do
hereby declare the following, when taken in
connection with accompanying drawings and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be
a full, elear, and exact description of thesame,
and which sald drawings constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in—

Kigure 1,

a top view of the same; Fig. 3, a
side view of a portion of the Dbody with the
supporter attached; Ifig. 4, a front view ot the
pad with the spr mﬂ D lemowdﬁ showing the

bar BB as attached to the pad.

This mmvention relates to an improvement
in that class of abdominal supporters which
consist of a pad adapted to rest against the
abdomen, with straps around the body as a
means f01 holding the pad, the object being
to dispense with the sir ap which usually rans
from the body hetween the legs, and vet se-
curely hold the padin 1ts position; and it con-
sists in the construction as hereinafter de-
seribed, and particularly recited 1n the claims.

A represents the pad proper, which i1smade
from leather or other suitable flexible mate-
rial of a size according to the extent of the
abdomen which it is desired to cover This
pad 1s perforated, as represented in Fig. 1,

and, owing to its flexibility, 1t adapts 1tself to

the form of the abdomen.

On the outside of the pad A is a horizontal
elastic metal bar, I3, secured to the pad by
means of loops a, (see Kigs. 2 and 4,) so as to
allow considerable longitudinal freedom to
the bar. This bar extends to the right and
left from the center, and is provided at each
end with a vertical spring, . These springs

are pivoted to the bar, as indicated at b, Iig.

4, and so that the springs may turn to the
right or left, as occasion may require. These
springs are also curved vertically, as seen In
Kig. 3.

D 1 epresents a longitudinal spring,which is
riveted to the bar B at the center, as at d, Kig.
2, the spring D curving outward from the bm'*
B, as clearly seen in Fig. 2. DBoth endsof the
spring D are free to swing toward or from the

body, and each end is provided with a loop,

e

- the straps and the spring D.
| a front view of the supporter com-
plete; Kig. 2,

-—

E, or some equivalent therefor, by which the

straps may be connected to the respective ends
of the spring D. |

T’he straps are &,uhbtm;tmlly two, I' and G,
I being what I call the “upper btm_p ? and G
the “lower strap.” These straps are made in

- a single piece, so as to in fact be but one strap,

and are run through suitable hooks or loops,
I, and returned, as seen in Iig. 1. "These
hooks or loops HH make the connection between
The straps, be-
ing run or doubled through the hooks or loops
H, are permitted freedom of movementin ad-
]ustment or under the movements of the
wearer, These %Lr‘aps I G are adapted to pass
around the body, one above and the other be-
low the hip, asseen in Fig. 5, and at the back
the two straps are connected by a vertical
stay, I, which is stiffened with elastic metal or
other elastic material, so that it may conform
to the shape or movement of the body. The
stay supports the two straps in thelr proper
relative position to each other.

One end of the strapis provided with a suit-
able buckle or connection, J, by which the
other end of the strap may be connected there-
to. It having been passed around the body, as
indicated in Kig. 3, the one strap above the
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hip and the other below, and connected as 1

have described, the shape of the body prevents
the straps from working up or down, and con-
sequently retains the pad 1n its proper posi-
tion, the tendency of the two straps being to
draw the pad in opposite directions, and there-
fore hold it in its proper position.

The flexible pad adapts itself to the shape
of the body, and the straps play freely through
their connection with the spring D.

The several springs yield to conform to the
movements of the body. The result of all
this is that the padis exceedingly comfortable
and easy for the wearer, and yet gives a firm
support to the abdomen.

I claim— |

1. In an abdominal supporter, the combina-
tion of the pad A, made from leather or other
flexible material, combined with the horizon-

tal elastic 1]1em1b11 B, secured to the pad and
provided with vertical springs C, pivoted to
its respective ends, the borizontal spring D,
fixed to the bar B, :smd straps adjustably con-
nected to the respective ends of sald spring
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D and adapted to pass around the body, | a single strap, adjustably connected to the re-

whereby the said pad is secured, substantially | spective ends of the said spring D, the said 1o
as deseribed. | straps connected with a vertical stay, I, at the
2. The combination of the perforated flexi- | back, substantially as deseribed.

5 ble pad A, the horizontal metal bar B, secured | BELA ST. JOHN.
to the pad, vertical springs C at each end of Witnesses: |
the said bar I3, the horizontal springs D, fixed | CHAS. 1. MCNEIL,
to the said bar B3, the straps I (1, formed from | JOHN W. BROOKS.
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