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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 396,948, dated January 29, 18809.
Application filed November 30, 1888, Serial No, 202,316, (No model.)

To all whom it may coneern. |
Be it known that I, JACOB MYERS, of Itu-

reka, Humboldt county, State of California,

have invented an Improvementin Guards for
Fish-Nets; and I hereby declare the following
to be afull, clear, and exact description of the
same. | |

My invention relates to the class of fish-nets;
and it consists in a novel guard for the base
or foot of the net, the object of which 18 to
prevent the lead-line from rolling up in and
with the base or the foot of the net when the
netis being dragged in. This guard consists,
essentially, of a number of rigid or stiff pleces
or bars, one end of which is secured to the

lead-line and the other end is secured to the

net at a point above said lead-line, thereby
rendering the base or foot of the net incapa-
ble of rolling up. The guard has novel fea-
tures of construction and arrangement, which
I shall hereinafter fully describe.

The main object of my invention, as above
stated, is to prevent the base or foot of the
net from rolling up when said net 18 being
dragged 1n.
the tendency is for the lead-line to roll up in
and with the foot of the net, forming in a short
while a roll of material under which the larger

fish escape; but by rendering the foot of the

net stiff for a short distance this rolling up is
effectually prevented and the net itself i8 al-
lowed to bag outwardly to its full capacity, its
lead-line dragging closely along the bottom.
Minor objects of the invention are attained
by the novel construction and arrangement of
the guard, as will presently appear.
Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a more complete explanation of my inven-
tion, Figure 1 is an elevation of a fish-net,
showing the application of my guards. Fig.

2 is a vertical section of one of my guards.

Fig. 3 shows the net bagged and the foot held
rigid by the guards.

A is a fish-net, of which a is the lead-line
and o’ the cork-line.

B are the guards as applhied to the net..
Tt will be seen that they arve stift or rigid
pieces, the lower ends of which are attached
to the lead-line and the upper ends are at-
tached to the net at a point a little higher up,

and thus render the foot of the net,which lies |

As the net reaches shoal water,

between the plane of the upper ends of the
cuards and the lead-line, incapable of rolling
or bending. These guards are made as fol-
lows: The body b of the guard is a stick of
wood, and its lower end fits within the leg ot
the T-shaped foot b’ of the guard, said foot
being made tubular and of metal,resembling
an ordinary T-coupling for pipes. The lead-

line a passes through the horizontal portion

of the foot, while the lower end of the body
portion b fits in the tubularleg portion of the
foot and is secured therein by a screw, 0
The lower end of the body b is preferably
sharpened to a.point, as shown at 0°, and this
point penetrates the lead-line «, thereby serv-

ing to hold the foot portion in its place on

said line. The upper end of the body 0 of the
guard is secured to a line, C, passing longi-
tudinally of the net and secured thereto prop-
erly parallel to the lead-line. The connection
between this line, which I call the *“guard-
line,” and the guard is formed in any suit-
able manner, as by a half-hitch or other knot
or tie. |

The body b of the guard is made of wood,
to obtain a certain amount of buoyancy,while
the foot portion is made of metal, so as to
form part of the lead-line and assist the leads
thereof. By having the body portion buoy-
ant the guards tend to maintain an upright
position, resisting to the extent of their buoy-
ancy the outward current as the net is dragged
in, and by thus maintaining a partially-ver-
tical position they hold the foot of the net
straight and allow its body to bag backwardly
at the same time that they serve their main
function of preventing the whole foot from
rolling up. The secondary object of the body
of the guards—viz., thatof buoyancy—may be
further increased by hollowing out the pieces
of wood, as I have here shown, thereby render-
ing them more buoyant, and when made hol-
low I would stop their upper ends with a
cork, O -

The operation of the guards is as follows:
They are readily applied in the position shown
and described, and when the net is drawn in
as it approaches shoal water its foot or base,
being stiff, does not and cannot: roll up, but

the lead-line is held with certainty against
the bottom, while the guards themselves as-
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sume, under the force of the outgoing current,
a backward inclination, which the better al-
lows the bagging of the main body of the net.
Thus having no roll at the foot of the net the
larger fish have no opportunity to escape un-
der it, but must follow back and be caught in
the bag of the net as it is drawn in.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— -

1. In a fish-net, and in combination with
the lead-line at its foot, the guard-line secured
to the net at a point above and parallel with
the lead-line, and the stiff or rigid guards ex-
tending between said lines and attached to
both, said guards having a tubular foot por-
tion, through which the lead-line passes, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose herein de-
scribed.

2. In a fish-net, and in combination with

the lead-line at its foot, the guards I3, havin g

a body portion secured to the net and a tubu-
lar T-shaped foot portion secured to said body
portion and receiving the lead-line, substan-
tially as described. -
3. In a fish-net, and in combination with
itg lead-line at its foot, the guard-line extend-
ing parallel with the lead-line and secured to
the net, and the guards consisting of the body
portion secured at its upper end to the guard-
line, and a T-shaped tubular foot portion se-
cured to the lower end of the body portion
and receiving the lead-line in its horizontal
portion, substantially as described.

4. I'he guards for the base or foot of a fish-
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net, consisting of the buoyant body portion b
and heavy foot portion ', made of a T shape
and tubular to receive the body portion and

the lead-line of the net, substantially as herein

described. |

5. In a fish-net, and in combination with
1ts lead-line and the guard-line attached to
the net and running parallel with the lead-
line, the guards B, consisting of a body por-
tion, 0, secured at its top to the guard-line
and having a pointed lower end, and the tubu-
lar T-shaped foot portion U’, into whieh the
pointed lower end of the body portion fits,
said foot portion recciving the lead-line of the
net, which is penetrated by the pointed lower
end of the body portion, substantially as de-
scribed. |

U. The guard for fish-nets, consisting of the

buoyant body portion b, having a pointed
lower end, and the heavy tubular T-shaped
foot portion 0/, in which the lower end of the

body portion is secured, substantially as de-
seribed.

/7. The guard for fish-nets, consisting of the
hollow buoyant body portion b and the heavy
tubular T-shaped foot portion &/, secured to
sald body portion, substantially as herein de-

seribed. . |
In witness whereof T have hereunto set my
hand.
JACODB MYERS.
Witnesses:

S. H. NOURSE,
H. C. LrE.
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