(No Modely S

- J. A, KARPAR & W. B, CURTIS. .
. - TOP PROP FOR VEHICLES, -
‘No. 396,937, - Patented Jan. 29, 1889,

LIS

 wirwesses: | INVENTORS.

THEIR ATTORNEY

*

N. PETERS, Phote-Lithographer, Washington, 0. C.




F'Jl""‘

‘¥

-

IO

20

23

30

35

OFFICE.

|||||||||||||||

JOHN A. KASPAR AND WALLACE B. CURTIS, OF POMEROY, OHIO.

TOP-PROP FOR VEHICLES.

—_———

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 396,937, dated January 29, 1889,
Application filed May 7, 1888, Swmial No. 275,145, (No model.)

Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JOHN A. KASPAR and -

WALLACE B. CURTIS, citizens of the United

States, residing at Pomeroy, in the county of

Meigs and State of Ohio, have invented a cor-
tain new and useful Improvement in Attach-
ments for Vehicle-Top Props, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. |

Our invention relates to attachments for

vehicle-top props; and the objeets of our in-

vention are to provide a spring-su pport for

the bows of vehicle-tops when the Iatter are |
folded, and to produce said su pportin a sim- ;

ple and inexpensive manner. These objects
we accomplish in the manner illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a

portion of a vehicle-top frame having our

improved top-support connected therewith.
Fig. 2 is an inverted perspective view of said
support, and Fig. 3 is a central transverse
section of the top-prop sleeve. "

Similarlettersreferto similar parts throu gh-

out the several views. -
A represents a portion of the shiftin g-rail
of & vehicle having projecting therefrom and

formed therewith in the usual manner a top- |
brop, B, of the usual forn.

¢ indicates the top-bows, and 1T the top-
brace. -

O represents a eylindrical metallic sleeve
having a central longitudinal hole there-
through, said hole being squared or of such
shape as to conform to the contour of the
top-prop B. The outer periphery of this
sleeve is cut away slightly near each of its
ends to form circumferential shoulders d.

- The periphery of that portion of the sleeve
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between said shoulders is provided with a
longitudinal slot or groove, e.

Connected with and made to project from
the sleeve C in the manner hereinafter de-
scribed is a spring-supporting frame, f, formed

of a spring-wire, F, bent at the center of its

length until approximately V-shaped. The
rear portions of this wire F are connected

wire inwardly toward each other, having said

Inwardly-bent: portions resting within the
groove e, into which they extend from oppo-
stte ‘ends, and having the adjoining rear por-
tions of said wire coiled, respecti vely, about
the ends of said sleeve, the inner coils bear-
ing against the shoulders . The outer and
smaller end of the frame 1 is bent downward] N
fo form a concave head, //, as shown.

One of the sleeves (' having first been
provided with a suitable covering, ¢, of pat-
ent-leather, or other desirable material, is
slipped onto each of the top-props B of a
vehicle, and the lower joint of the top-brace
I, and a nut, 7, arethen secured in the usnal
manner on the onter end of the prop. The
sleeves C are so placed upon the top-prop
B as to cause the frame-wire I to pProject
from the upper side of said sleeves and to
extend obliquely upward and backward there-
from. | |
-6 will be seen that the vehi cle-top being
lowered the lower top-bows, ¢, will rest within
the bent outer and upper end of the su pPPport-
ing-frame f, as shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings, instead of bearing upon the top-props
>, as is usual, thus forming a spring-support
tor the wvehicle-top, which will be depressed
or raised by any motion of the vehicle-top

‘which may be caused by jolting or otherwise.

It will also be observed that the herein-de-
scribed sleeve and support may be connected
and applied to any vehicle having top-props,
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and that the spring-support herein shown

and described will operate to prevent any
breakage or damage to the bows or other

parts of the top which might occur from the

jolting or sudden dropping of the top. |
~We are aware that a support has been used
wherein a supporting-wire is eoiled within a

sleeve having a slot therein, and having its

ends projecting through said slot, and there-
fore do not claim, broadly, the combination
of sleeve and supporting-wire. |
Having now fully deseribed our invention,
whatwe claim, and desire to secure by Letters

~with said sleeve by bending the ends of said | Patent, is—
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In a vehicle-top prop, the combination, with | downwardly, substantially asand for the pur-
a sleeve, C, adapted tobe made to inclose the | pose specitied.
gne:uarl._top—rprc_ip of a xf‘gl_licl_ej Sﬂ-iq sl(?eve 'h::_w- JOIN A. KASPAR.
ing an external longitudinal groove, ¢, and WALLACE B. CURTIS -
external shoulders near each end, of the wire | | ’ L )
support 7, having its ends coiled about the ~ In presence of—
said sleeve and terminating i the groove ¢, 1. . LEE,
and having its outer supporting portion bent - C. F. BRANCH.
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