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Lo all whom it may concern: |
3¢ 16 known that I, ALEXANDER POPE ST.

JOHN, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Mobile, In the county of Mobile and State
of Alabama, have invented new and useful
Improvementsin Paper-Files, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. -

My invention relates to improvements in
paper-files; and it consists in a certain novel
construction and combination of devices,
fully described hereinafter in connection with
the accompanying drawings, and specifically
pointed out in the appended claims.

1The primary object of this invention is to
provide a file to fit in the main or central
crease of the paper, and having a folding
frame of a width which is equal to about one-

half of the width of one leaf of the paper,

whereby the latter may be folded there-
around. Thus the file rests readily on the
lap of the reader with the paper spread and
in position to read, and as the paper is read
1t may be folded around the file, s0 as to ex-
pose only a portion of a leaf, or a few col-
umns. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the improved file with a paper ar-
ranged thereon. TFig. 2is a similar view with
the paper doubled around the file to expose
one-half of aleaf. IMig.3isaside view, partly
In section, of the file.

Referring to-the drawings, A designates the
frame of the file, which consists of the sup-
porting-bar B, the folding bar C, parallel with
the bar B, and the top and hottom bars, D D’,
respectively. T'he folding bar and top and
bottom bars arve preferably formed of a single
stout wire, and the free ends of the top and
bottom bars are passed through perforations
d d’ near the ends of the supporting-bar.
The extremities of the top and bottom bars
extend beyond the outer side of the support-
ing-bar, and the end of the upper arm is bent
downward to form the stud E. The retain-
mg-bar Fis provided at its upper end with a

‘socket, f, to receive the stud E, and is pro-

vided near its lower end with a transverse
perforation, g, to receive the extension G of
the bottom bar of the frame. A stop, H, con-

sisting of a short metallic stud,is attached to
the supporting-bar near its lower end, and is
designed to maintain the proper interval be- .

tween ‘the lower ends of the supporting and
retaining bars. _ -

K designates a spring-catch, which is se-
cured at one end to the lower end of the sup-
porting-bar and engages a stud, &, on the ad-

Jacent end of the retaining-bar. The news-

paper (shown at I in the drawings) folds at

its central crease around the supporting-bar,
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and pins M on' the said bar pass through the

paper and enter sockets or depressions s m
in the adjacent side of the retaining-bar.
Thus the paper is located between the sup-

porting and the retaining bars and is impaled

on the pins M, the ends of which are covered.

1T'o arrange the paper on the file, remove
the retaining-bar, pass the pins through the
paper, engage the socket f of the retaining-
bar with the stud K, and engage the perfora-
tion ¢ with the extension G,and when the in-
ner side of the retaining-bar strikes the end

of the stop H the cateh IX will engage the

stud on the retaining-bar.

While the inner pages of the paper are be-
ing read it is not necessary to have the en-
tire paper spread out; but it may be folded
around the frame, aind thus caused to occupy
a space equal to one-half the width of one
page. This enables the file to be supported
on the lap of the reader or held in one hand,
and therefore prevents the crushing and de-
facing of the lower edge of the paper ordi-
narily caused by resting the lower edge on
the lap or a table. .

A further advantage of the improved fileis
the abgence of hinges, screws, set-serews, &e.,
In its construction, thereby reducing the cost
of manufacture and producing a simpler and
stronger device. |

Having described my invention, I claim—

1. In a newspaper-file, the folding frame
narrower than one leaf of the paper and pro-
vided with a supporting-bar to lie in the
crease of the paper, in combination with the

pins puncturing the paper and the retaining-

bar parallel with the supporting-bar and pro-
vided with. sockets or depressions fitting on
the free ends of the said pins, substantially
as specified. -

2. In a mnewspaper-file, the folding frame
comprising the supporting-bar provided with
pins M, the top and bottom bars extending
through perforations near the ends of the sup-
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porting-bar, and the folding bat connecting
the outer ends of the top and bottom bars and
parallel with the supporting-bar,in combina-
tion with the retaining-bar affixed fo the in-
ner extremities of the top and bottom bars
and covering the free ends of the said pins,
substantially as specified.

3. In a newspaper-file, the supporting-bar
provided with pins M, the wire frame having
the top and bottom bars, D D’,which extend
at their free ends through perforations in the
supporting-bar, the stud E onn the extension
of the top bar, and the stop I on the lower
end of the supporting-bar, in combination
with the retaining-bar provided with a socket,
f, engaging the stud I and bearing against
the stop H, and the catch engaging the lower
end of the retaining-bar, substantially as
specified. |

4. In a newspaper-file, the supporting-bar
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provided with pins M, the wire frame affixed
to the supporting-bar and having its top and
”Jottom bars extended beyond the supporting-
bar to form the arm G and the stud E, and the
stop LI on the supporting-bar,in combnmtwn
with the retaining-bar provided with a socket,
1, engaging the stud K, the perforation ¢, en-
gaging the arm G, and the sockets or depres-
sions receiving the free ends of the pins M,
and the cateh on the end of the supporting-
bar engaging a stud on the end of the retain-
ine-bar to hold the latter in contact with the
stop 11, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

30

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 3 5

presence of two withesses.
ALEXANDER POPE S'T.
Witnesses: i
DOUGLAS V0sS,
F. 5. PACKER.

JOHN.
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