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o all whom it may CONCETTL:
Be it known that I, ROBERT VINTON

siding at Hastings, in the county of Adams
and State of Nebraska, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Shoulder-
sraces; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the

invention,such as will enable others skilled in

the art to which it appertaing to make and use

- the same.

40

der-braces and suspenders:; and it consists in

parts, as will be hereinafter fully deseribed,
and pointed ot in the appended claims.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a

embodying my invention, the same bei ng
partly broken away, and showin ¢ the stay B.

IFig. 2 18 a side view of one of the re-enforced :

SPrings,

Referring by letter to the ace ompanying

drawings, A designates an elongated pocket

or casing made of suitable textile or other
fabric—such as canvas, leather, ch amols-skin,
or the like. This pocket A is made elongated
in form, and is adapted to and does receive
a metal or other flat stay, B. T prefer to use
a flat steel spring for this purpose. The in-
cased stay forms the bhack-supportin o plece
of the combined brace and suspenders. At
a pad, C, of any suitable material, which is
designed to hear against the person of the

wearer between the shoulders and directly |
1The upper oppo-

against the gpinal column.
site corners of the pad C are provided with

buckle-frames D E, which are connected to
the pad C by loops F F, formed of narrow |

webbing., |
H I are shoulder-straps, formed of narrow

webbing, passed loosely through the larger

lower slots or openings of the buckle-frames
D K, one end of each of the straps H T being
provided with a sliding buckle-frame, K, hav-
g oppositely-projecting side loops, I, Pro-
vided with textile finger-pieces M for manipu-
lating said sliding buckle-frame. At their

lower ends each of the straps I I are pro-
vided with ring-loops N, and immedi ately

T e

above said ring-loops N the upper edges of

_ ,, Kk - the pads P are secured by stitching or other-
SHOCKEY, a citizen of the United States, re-

wise. _
Tothe lower edges or ends of the pad P the

upper ends of the lower portions of the sus-

pender-straps Q are stitched or otherwise se-
cured. Thelowerends of thestraps Q are pro-
vided with metal slides R, having loops S and
snap-springs T' to receive and hold the ring
U, to which the suspender-ends V V are se-

_ - cured.
This invention relates to combined shoul-

1o opposite sides of the elongated pocket

- A, nearly intermediate of its ends, are secured
the construetion and novel combin ation of |

the elastic or spring buckles X, which are re-
enforced on their inner faces by straps Y, of

_ | elastic webbing, secured to the end frames of
| . front view of
-a combined shoulder-brace and suspenders

sald buckles, as shown in Fig. 2.

The buekles X are connected with the metal
slides R by strips of webbing, which are pref-
erably Inelastic.

A spring-buekle, X/, similar to the buckles
X, is secured at its upper end to a tongue, b,

- of leather or the like, stitched to the rear or

outside face of the pocket A, preferably just
below the point where the laterally-project-
ing buckles X are secured to the pocket A.

The spring-buckle X’ is also re-enforced by
~an elastic strip of webbing, the object being

to prevent the entire strain from coming on
the buckle proper. This spring-buckle ' is

- the rear buckle of the suspenders, and is pro-
vided with suspender-ends b’ ¥’, which are
1ts upper end the pocket A i provided with

secured thereto in any desired manner.

The cushions or pads of thesuspenders are
designed to rest npon or against the collar-
bone or clavicle of the wearer, in order to ren-
der the device more comfortable to the wearer.
The rear pad also assists in obtaining this
result, |

Themanner of wearing the combined shoul-

- der-brace and suspenders will be obvious to
- any person who may need to use them.
Having deseribed my invention, what I

claim, and-desire to secure by Letters Patent,

18—

1. T'he combination, with the elongated

- pocket Incasing the spring-stay and forming
the common back piece, of the pad at the P-

per end of the same provided with buckle-

frames connected thereto by loops, the sus-
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with collar-pads and suspender-ends, the lat-
crally-extending spring-buckles, :md the 1m-
elastic webbing, and clamping-slides for con-
necting the spring-buckles and suspenders,
%ub%tantmllv as deseribed.

9. In combination with the centiral elongated

pocket provided with the spring-stay, the
centrally detachable shoulder-straps, and the
suspender-ends, the spring-buckles re-en-

forced with elastic webbing o, and the button-
1101@ straps, substantially as deseribed.

The eombmed shoulder-braces and sus-
pendem, composed of the elongated pocket

1incasing the spring-stay and forming the com-

mon baclk piece, A, the shoulder-straps com-
posed of the separ ate sections, each adjust-
ably connected to the back piece and adapted,
by means of the ring-loop and clamping-slide
on their respective ends, to be instantly con-
nected or disconnected, the collar-pads P, hav-
ing their upper ends aeeured to the upper sec-

396,837

tion shnhih above the ring-loops, and their
lower ends to the suspender-ends Q, whereby

they form a cushion beneath the connecting

ends of the shounlder-straps, and the button-
hole straps attached to the suspender-ends by
ﬂm(‘]\]eq all arranged and combined substan-

tially as and for the purpose set forth.
4. "l"‘]m combination, with the central ¢lon-
cated pocket ptowded with the spring-stay;,

the shoulder-straps secured thereto, made 1
two detachable sections, and the e{ill::l.r-pa.d,
of the spring-buckles re-enforeed with elastic
webbing, the suspender-ends, and the button-
hole straps, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I atixmy Signature_, 11

- presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT VINTON SHOCKEY.

Witnesses:
C. E. HIGINBOTHAM,
H. HIGINBOTHAM.
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