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To all whom it may concern: _ ,
Be it known that I, ELigarm T. IHARRIS, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-

cago, 1n the county of Cook and State of Illi-

nois, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Counters, (Case 3,) of which
the following is a full, clear, concise, and ex-
act description, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this specification. |

In the construction of counters it is es-

pecially desirable that they should be built

up in pieces secured together in such way
that they may be readily taken apart and
moved from place to place as oceasion may
require. | |

Heretofore portable counters have been
made of various constructions, and the parts
have been secured together by various de-
vices. |

In Letters Patent No. 117,721, granted Fran-

cis M. Bain, August 8, 1871, for improvement

in portable buildings, a weather-strip is shown

‘upon the corner of the building hollowed out

on theinsidetoaccommodate it to any required
angle, I'his weather-strip is made thick in

the middle to give it strength and thinned
down at the edges to make a tight joint.
These weather-strips. are secured to the cor-
ners by means ol hook-bolts. The hooks,
taking the place of the ordinary holt-head, arve
thrust info the opposing edges of the sections
at an angle from the rear and secured in
place by a nut and washer on the outside of
the weather-strip. |

In Letters Patent No. 358,025, oranted John
S. Dunlap, February 22, 1887, a counter is

- shown and deseribed having differently-in-
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clined sections placed one above the other, se-

cared together by internal and external braces
conforming substantially to the contourof said
section, the braces being secured in place by
bolts.  The top is secured to the front hy de-
pending projections which fit in sockets
formed in the upper portion or the upper
panel of the counter-front. This method of
securing the top to the counter-front has been
found expensive and untrustworthy, and on
this account has been practically abandoned.

My invention relates more particularly to
the devices whereby the different sections of

braces for supporting the sectional front and
the vokes secured to the under side of the
top, which rests upon the upper edge of the
front. At the different ends of the sections
I provide castings which are provided with
recesses adapted to recelve the opposing ends
of the different sections. These castings con-
form in shape to the outline of the front, and
are secured to the ends of the sections by
screws or-other suitable attaching devices.
In case the sections are of considerable length,
I provide a brace in the center of each, this
brace being preferably a casting provided with
arms which are inserted through the front to
the rear and secured thereto by keys inserted
in slots or holes provided in said arms. When
the different sections are to be placed in line,
end to end, the intervening casting will be
provided with sockets on its different sides
directly opposite. In case the different sec-
tions are placed at an angle to one another,
as at a corner, the sockets in the casting will
be provided in proper position to receive the
ends of such angularly-placed sections. 1

preferablyconstruet the eastingswith rounded

outer faces, a vertical wing being provided
upon the rear thereotf, which wing comes be-

tween the ends of two adjoining sections. The

rearof the wing is preferably divided and bent

Sforward and provided with serew-holes, as
will be hereinafter described.

Instead of the wing I have provided arms
adapted to extend baclkoward between the sec-
tions or through the face of the counter to

the rear when the casting is used as a brace

1n the central portion of a section.

My invention will be readily understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which— -

Figure 1 is a detall perspective view of a
counter embodying my invention. Ifig. 2 is
a detall sectional view showing the casting
at the corner of the counter between ftwo sec-
tions and rigidly secured thereto by screws.
Ifig. 3 1s a detail sectional view showing the
casting between opposing ends of two sec-
flons placed in line. Iig. 4 is a modification
in which the casting at the corner is secured
to the sections at the rear by a key. Iig.5 is
a view of a somewhat similar casting espe-
clally designed as a brace at the center of a

the counter are rigidly joined together and the | lon g section. Iig. 6 illustrates the slot in the
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arm and the key placed therein.
different views of the saddle. -
Like parts are indicated by similar letters

- of reference throughout the different figures.

5 T'he upright 110111011 or front of each sec-
tion of the counter is made up ot horizontal

pieces placed edge to edge to give the proper

shape. InFig.1 T have shown five such pleces.
Thissection is supported in the position shown
1o by the casting «, which conforms to the sur-
face of the front. (For seetional view of cast-
ing @ see Kigs. 5 and 6.) To the under side
of the top of the counter are atlached sad-
dles 6. These saddles may he of iron, and
15 are so placed that their slots will he in line,
s0 as to fit over the upper edge of the fumf
as shown in Kig. 1. The (hfte} ent. sections of
the front when plﬂeed end to end and in line
may be %eeumd together by casting ¢, asshown
20 in I 12. 5. T'his (*ﬂ%imﬁ ¢, 1t will lw seen, is pro-
\1dul with a rounded tmn‘r having a neat
appearance. The opposing ends d e of two
sections are inserted in sockets provided in
opposite sides of this casting. Simple wood-
25 screws, inserted from the 10511_* projections or
WINgSs Of casting ¢ into the ends of the sec-
tions, hold the £wo sections together rigidly,
- as qhown
At each angle of the counter, as shown in
3o I'ig. 2, T provide a casting, f, with sockets
adaptf&d to receive the ends ¢ 7 of the lw
sections. Thus, as shown in Ifigs. 2 and
opposing ends of different sections may be
rigidly secured together when placed in ]mo
or at any angle desu ed.

Instead of the wings shown in Figs. 2 and
3 and the screws f()l‘ securing the castings
rigidly to the sections, simple arms. may bG
provided at suitable distances apart, adapted
to project to the rear of the front.
arms I have illustrated in 1 s, 4, 5, and 6,
and I prefer th'lY provide a slot in each arm
adapted to receive the key 4.

I pr eferably use the fmm of casting illus-
trated in Iigs. 2 and 5 for uniting the ends
of the different a(ivimna nnldly together,
The casting shown in Kigs, 5 and 6 1 prefer-
ably use at the center of a long section of the
front as a brace or strengthening-piece, as
shown in Kig. 1. "T'he form of corner-casting
shown in Fig. 4 T have used in place of the
torm 1llustr timl m g, 2. The top of the
counter may bhe of any Ienu(h desired with-
out regard to the lonﬂﬂl of ﬂw sections of the
front.

My invention admits of various modifica-
tions that would readily suggest themselves
to those skilled in the art; and I therefore do
not limit myself to the precise construetion
6o shown,

Itaving thus desceribed myinvention, I claim
asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. T'he combination, with two sections of a
counter - front, of a casting provided with
sockets adapted to receive the opposing ends
of said sections, said casting being provided
with a wing eﬂendmn between th
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the sald sections to the rear, said wing ex-
tending laterally at the rear in opposite di-
réctions and secured by serews to the ends of
sald sections, substantially as and for the pur-

pose specified. |
2. As an article of new manufacture, a

counter having a front made up of pieces
placed edge to edge, said front being in sec-
tions, the different sections being Secured
llﬂ'ldl y together by castings between the dif-
J:’el. ent, opposing ends the].eof, sald castings
being each provided with sockets adapted to
recelve said ends and with a wing extending
to the rear and rigidly secured to the oppos-
ing ends of the sections, substantially as and
t01 the purpose specitied.

3. A device for uniting two Oppo‘:.mﬂ ends

or sections of a eounter- 151011.L together, con-

sisting of a casting conforming to the outline
of 1]19 counter and 1)1‘0\’1(1@(1 with sockets
adaptcd to receive the said opposing ends,
and a wing extending to the rear and ex-
tended in oppomte dwectlons and rigidly se-
cured to said ends inserted in said SOCLBtS by
wood-screws, substantially as and for the pur-
pose specified.

4. The combination, with the counter-top
having saddles &1tached to the under side
thereot, of an upright counter-front upon
which F‘rrﬂd saddles rest, said front consisting

of pieces placed with edges together, ,md_

pieces being held in plaee by braces or ea,st-
Ings eeeured to said front, substantially a
and for the purpose specified.

5. As an articie of new manufacture, a
counter consisting of the top, saddles secured
thereto, said saddles being placed in'line and
resting upon the upper edee of the counter-
front, said counter-front being in sections,
the different ends of satd sections being rig-
idly secured together by eastings, and a brace
secured centrally to the different sections of
the counter-front, substantially as and for
the purpose specified.

. A counter-front made up in sections,

each seetion consisting of longitudinal pieces

placed one above the other and secured or

hraced by a casting, «, which conforms to the

surface of the front fmd which is provided
with arms 1)1*0]@(*‘(111“ through the front, and
a loeking device for ]wldmﬂ the brace-in po-
sition, in combination with castings ¢, placed
between the different sections and rigidly se-
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cired thereto, substantially as a.n& for the

pm POse f«p{i{*iﬁe{l'

. A brace provided with projecting
mmq, sald 1)1:‘100 eonformmﬂ to the outer sur-

face of a counter-front mld being secured

thereto by locking devices 1nser Lf}d in the

arms at the rear, auhahmh.;ﬂl} as shown and

deseribed.
In witness whercof Ther ulutosuh%embemy
name this 24th day of October, A. 1. 1888.
ELIJATI T HARRIS
Witnesses:
(GEORGE P. BARTON,
KLLA EDLER.
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