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To all whon it may concern:

Be it known that I, HIENRY . S(,HAADT of
St. Lounis, Missouri, have made a new and use-
ful Improvementin Letter-Boxes, of which the
following 1s a full, clear, and emwt descrip-
tion.

- The aim of this improvement is to provide

| 'mean% whereby animproperinterference with

the mail matter deposﬁod in a letter-box 1s
prevented.

An additional f(,a,tm ¢ of the improvement
1s an auxiliary compartment for the reception
of bulky less valuable matter-—such as news-
papers—all substantially as is hereinafter
more specifically set out and as elaimed, and as
illustrated in the annexed drawings, making
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of the 1m-
proved letter-box; Flig. 2, a vertical longitudi-
nal section of that portion of the letter-box
which contains the opening through which
the mail matter is introduced into the box.
The viewincludesthe means employed in con-
nection with such opening for preventing ac-
cess through the box-opening to that portion
of the interior of the letter-hox im which the
mail matter i% d{%po.@,imﬂ ’]"I‘l'e MOV ﬂﬂe 1‘1&1‘1‘5

Blg. 3 18 .;1, 5111111..;11 ‘3(,.&{:‘1._]_{)1], tlm p*fu_i.sn bemg as
when the box-opening is open to admit mail
matter; Fig. 4, a view m perspective of the
valve; and I' iz, 5, a view in perspective, from
the interiorof ﬂw letter-box, of the slide used
in opening and closing the Hox- -opening and
closing and opening Hm valve.

The same letters of reference denote the
same parts.
© The leading feature of the improvement 1s
‘s whereby the aperture
in the box for admitiing mail matter can be
opened and closed, and uhon opened access

to that part of the boxin whieh the mail mat-

ter is ultimately deposited 1s prevented, so
that whatever instrument is introduced
box-aperture cannot reach mail

‘matter previously deposited.

A represents a letter-box of the ordinary
construction, saving as 1t is modified or sup-
plemented by the improvement in question.
The aperture forintroducing the letters there-
into is shown at G in the uc_zual manner,

-ma,i] 11'1;1t‘rm‘ dffp(}%ii‘ed in ﬂ'w l{ﬂ‘rfel—b{)&

incline, L.

P 1‘&11)1?68@1%5 a partition, which, with a part

conveniently termed a “valve,” M, 1s used to

form the compartment or Spaee R 1mme-
diately beyond the aperture G within the let-
ter-box. This space R ig intended to hold
only a few letters at a time, and its dimen-
sions need only to be large enough for that
purpose. The partition I is usunally a fix-
ture, and it 1s so made and arranged that
letters cannot pass through or over it. The
valve M is so shaped and arranged thatitcan
be moved to close the passage between the
end « of the box and the partition P, so that
the letters placed in the space R emmot PASS
therefrom, and when moved in the opposite
direction the lefters can pass into the main
portion S of the interior of the letter-box.
When the passage is closed, as shown in If1g.
3, no instrument-—such as a rod, a hook, or a
cord having a weight attached and coated
with an :;th esive substance—can be inserted
in the letter-box so as to reach the main coms-

partment S therein and extract the mail mat-
ter therefrom.

On the other hand, when the
valve -is opened, as in Fig. 2, the box-aper-
ture G i3 closed. 'T'husin neither position of
the valve or whether the box-aperture is
opened or closed can access be had to the
SV~
0011@0101* {}f 1110 nhul malier

The most desivable means {or ope mtmu the

valve and closing aud opening the box-aper-

ture is as follows: H represents a slide ar-
ranged upon the i inner side of the end of the
box and adapted to be moved upward and
downward, as Indicated by 11"" {wo positions
shown, respectively, in Ifigs. 2 and 3. 1t has
an aperture, I, which, when the slicde 1s raised
coincides with the box-aperture G, and at
such time maill matter can be 1mtroduced
through the combined apertures G I into the
space K. When the slide II 18 lowered, 1ts
aperture Iis moved tobe out ol line with the
box-aperture G, and an impertforated portion

of the slide comes opposite the aperture G,

and nothing can be introduced into the letter-
box. The slide is provided with a handle, I,
which projects through an opening, I, in the
box, and upon theinnerside of the slide is an
When the slide 18 raised, the in-
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cline éncounters the valve, or, preferably, a
roller, O, upon the valve, and the valve is
thereby turned on its journals N N into the

position of Fig. 3. When theslide is lowered,

the support of the valve is withdrawn, and

‘the valve, by reason of its gravity, aided by

L

that of any mail matter upon it, drops info
the position of Fig. 2. The valve-journals N
N turninsuitable fixed bearings, (not shown,)
which are not attached to the slide, but are in
the letter-box end «. The partition is held
by the fastenings Q. The slide 1I works upon
sultable guides, I, which pass through the
slots J in the slide. When the handle F is
released, the weight of the slide causes it to
drop.

B represents the auxiliary chamber for the
bulky less valuable mail matter. It islocated
at the bottom of the letter-box, and access is
had thereto by means of the door C. This
chamber occupies aspace not needed for other
purposes, 18 easy to reach, and whatever is de-

& 396,767

posited within it 1s protected from the

weather.

I elaim— |

1. A letter-box having a compartment or
space, R, separated from the main portion S of
the interior of the letter-box by means of a
valve and a partition, and also having a slide
for opening and closing the box-aperture, said
slide and valve being connected, and when one
1s moved to close the box-aperture the other
is moved to open the passage from said com-
partment, as and for the purpose described.

2. The combination, in a letter-box, of the
stide I, having the aperture I and the incline
L, and the handle F, with the valve M, hav-
ing the roller O and being journaled, sub-
stantially as described.

Witness my hand this 30th March, 1888.

| HENRY S. SCHAADT.
Witnesses:
C. D. Mooby,
C. C. LOGAN.
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