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1o all whom it may concern:
Beitknownthatl, GROrRGE E. RING, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Vermont in
the county of Fulton mld State of I11inois, have
invented certain new and useful Impl"m e-

ments in Tongue-Supports; and I do hereby

declare the :[ollowmﬁ to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the in vention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
tongue-supports for vehicles:; and it consists

of the peculiar construction and combination
of devices, as will be herveinafter fully de-

scribed and claimed. | |

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and inexpensive attachment for hold-
ing the tongue of avehicle in an elevated po-
sition when the horses are detached there-
from, which attachment is arranged out of
the way of the doubletree, and is provided
with means for varying the tension or strength
of the spring for ]101(11110 the tongue raised,
so that the spring can be adapted to tonﬂuef-?
of different weight or its tension can be in-
creased when it become
use.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a portion of a vehicle with nmy
improved tongue -support applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same, and Ilﬂ
918 a verlneal spcimlml View on the line x x
of Kig.

Refel_‘mlg to the drawings, in which like let-

ters of reference denote corresponding parts
1n all the figures, A is the front axle; B, the

hounds, which are fixed to the 3.118 in the
usual way; C, the head-block arranged above

the axle and hounds and also fixed thereto,

and D the tongue.

The parts are constructed and arranged in
the ordinary well-known manner. Thet ongue
18 provided with short auxiliary hounds L K,
which are fixed at their front ends to the
tongue at an intermediate pointof its length,
md at their rear ends are connected tog ether
and to the rear extremity of the tonﬂue by a
cross or tle bar, e. These muilim*v 1101111{1}.-,
and the tongue are 1)1\ otally connected to the
front ends 0{ the hounds B by a stout rod or

weakened through

B K and the tongue, so that the latter can
swing in a vertle&l plane, and the tongue is
1101"111:51,115?' held in a raised or elev Lted POSI-

‘tion above the ground when the horses are

detached therefrom by a spring, G, which is
attached in a peculiar manner to the tongue
and the head-block (), as I will now proceed
to describe. This spring ¢ is of the coiled.
pattern or class, and arranged in a horizon-
tal position between the rear portion of the
tongue and the head-block. To the rear end
of this coiled spring is fixed a threaded pin
or bolt, ¢, that passes. horizontally through a
suttable aperture in a vertical plate, ¢/, that
18 fixed to the front face of the head-block C

on horizontal posts ¢% whieh posts throw said

plate a short distance outward from the head-
block sufficient to permit a nut, ¢% to be
screwed on the rear end of the threaded pin
or bolt g, and to permit the nut to be manipu-

lated to movesaid pin or bolt and thereby in-

crease or slacken the spring,as may be found
necessary or desirable. |

A clevis, H, is fixed to the front end of the
colled spring, and the free end of this clevis
is bifurcated at /i and arranged between the
upper parallel ends of a pmr of bent straps
or plates, I I’, which are fixed at their lower
ends to the hounds E in a very rigid manner.
A bolt, 7, passes horizontally through the bi-
furcated ends of the clevis and the upper
ends ot the straps or plates, to securely con-
nect the front end of the spring with the
tongue at a point in advance of the rod or
shatt I, so that the spring will draw on the
tongue when the horses are detached there-
from and hold the same in an elevated posi-
tion. | |

To relieve the bolt and the straps or plates
I I’ from undue strain and avoid the danger
of breaking or displacing said parts or of de-
taching the clevis from the spring, 1 provide
a 1011ﬂ1tud111&1 brace, J, which is arranged
lonﬂlmdnmlly of the tonﬂue and between Lhe
latter and the spring, so as to be out of the
way and compactly ArTAN ged. The rear end
of this brace 1s fixed to the tongue, as at 2,

and the front end thereof is bent upwardly

and flattened out into an eve, &, that fits be-
tween the bifurcated arms 72, Of the c¢levis, to

shaft, ¥, which passes through said hounds | adapt the coupling bolt or pin'z to pass there-
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through, and thereby firmly brace the straps,
the bolt, and clevis, and materially il:i_crea.se
the str Pllﬂ‘t]] thereof.

All of the parts of the M‘t&chmelm Are come-
pactly arranged, so as to take up very little

space, and they are located in rear of the
doubletree, to avoid interfering therewith and
be entirely out of the way.

The operation and advantages of my inven-
tion will be readily understood and appre-
clated by those skilled in the art to which it
relates.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a tongue-support, the combination,
with the pivoted tongue and the head-block,
of a horizontal coiled spring having a threaded
pin or bolt fixed to its rear end, a plate fixed
to the head-block and supported on the fixed
posts, a nut fitted on the threaded pin and
bearing against the plate to move said bolt
endwise and vary the tension on the spring,
and the fixed plates on the tongune to which

the front end of the spring is connected, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

2. In a tongue-support, the combination,
with a pivoted tongue and a head-block, of a
coiled horizontal spring, a clevis fixed to the
front end of the spring, a pair of vertical
plates fixed to the tongue and having the
front bifurcated end OL the clevis &1‘1‘&11ﬁed
between the upper ends thereof, a longitudi—
nal brace arranged below said spring, and hav-
ing its rear end fixed to the tongue -and its
front end arranged in the bifurcated end of
the clevis, a coupling-bolt passing through
the vertical plates, the clevis, and brace, a
threaded pin secured to the rear end of the
coiled spring, and a nut fitted on said pin
and bearing against a fixed plate on the head-
block, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

G. E. RING.

- presence of two wibtnesses.

Witnesses:
W. H. DERRY,
S. BOGUE.
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